

DELHI UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

,r C 

a no. u: 1 ft 


Ac. No. ■ * "f ^ c 

I - i >■ 

This book should be returned on or before 
below. An overdue charge of 5 Paise will 
day the book is kept overtime. 


Date of release for loan 

the date last stamped 
be collected for each 






MOROCCO AND THE MOORS: 


BEING AN ACCOUNT OF TRAVELS, WITH A GENERAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE. 


BY 


ARTHUR LEAKED, M.D. Oxon., F.R.C.P. 

FELLOW 05 THB BOYAL BEOGBAFHIGAIi SOCIETY, EJSHBBB 05 THB BOYAL 
IRISH ACADEMY, AND 05 IBB ICELANDIC LHERAEY BOCISTY, 
COPENHAGEN, ITO. 


WITH ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ftoitifon : 

SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEAELE, & RIVINGTON, 

CROWN BUILDINGS, 188, FLEET STBEET. 



loSEOif : 

OJ^BJRT ASD BlYDfSTOK, PRINTERS, 
ST. JOHN'S SQUARE. 



StUtcahon, 


TO THE MOST BENEVOLENT AND ENERGETIC OE HI8 
ANCIENT PEOPLE, 

TO HIM WHOSE LABOURS FOB THE WELL-BEING OE HIS BRETHREN 
ABE HOT LESS KNOWN IN AEBIOA THAN IN ASIA AHD 
IN ETJBOPE, 

TO 

Sir MOSES MONTEFIOEE, Bart., 

WHO IS AS MUCH HONOURED IN’ MOROCCO AHD IN JERUSALEM 
AS IN LONDON, 


T1IIB TYOBK IS DEDICATED. 





PBEFACE. 


I endeavour in the work thus presented to the 
public to give an account of what I saw and heard 
in a country almost as little known as any in the 
world. It was my habit while travelling in Mo- 
rocco to note down everything that seemed worth 
recording. But in order to make up for length of 
personal observation, I supplemented this with in- 
formation derived from residents in the country. 
In this respect I am especially indebted to Horace 
White, Esq., H.B.M. Consul, and to M. Lambert, 
at Tangier; to Charles Murdoch and George 
Hunot, H.B.M. Vice-Consul, Esqs., at Saffi; and 
to M. Beaumier, Consul of France, and Thomas 
Yule, George Broom, and Judah Yuly, Esqs., at 
Mogador. 

I own to being one of those who prefer a plain 
narrative, such as is found in the works of the 



older travellers, to those of more modern style, 
and even plead guilty to a desire to be instructive. 
While, therefore, every effort has been made to 
insure accuracy of statement, no one will, I hope, 
be disappointed at finding an entire absence of 
smart writing. 

One thing held in view has been to bring into 
notice, as much as possible, the incomparable 
climates to be found in Morocco for persons suf- 
fering from affections of the chest. 

The difficulty of travelling in Morocco accounts 
for the few books which have appeared on the 
subject in modern times. The work of Gerhard 
Rohlfs, “ Adventures in Morocco,” admirably, but 
anonymously, translated into English, is mainly 
taken up with what its name imports. It con- 
tains, however, much valuable information, and, 
even after allowing for the difficulty of arriving 
at truth in that country, some strange inaccu- 
racies. 

A. L. 


Nov. 1, 1875. 



CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER L 

PAGE 

Voyage — Tangier ..... . 1 

CHAPTER II. 

An Excursion from Tangier 41 

CHAPTER III. 

Casa Blanca 52 

CHAPTER IV. 

Mazagan 60 

CHAPTER V. 

Mogador 67 

' CHAPTER VI. 


Excursions from Mogador . 


81 



yiii CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER VII. 

PAGE 

Journey to the City of Morocco ..... 99 

CHAPTER VHI. 


Residence in the City of Morocco . . , . .122 

CHAPTER TX 

The City and its neighbourhood 157 

CHAPTER X. 

Morooco to Saffi 186 

CHAPTER XI. 

Saffi . 195 

CHAPTER XH. 

Azamoor, and a ride at night ..... 205 


CHAPTER XIII. 

The Country and the People 212 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Government, Law, and Military Powpr . . , 243 

CHAPTER XV. 

Education, Religion, Superstitions, the Hoaling Art . . 263 



CONTENTS. 


IX 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Agriculture, Domestic Animals, Manufactures, Money . 

* CHAPTER XVH. 

Natural History and Sport 


APPENDICES. 


A. 


The Climate of Tangier 


B. 

The Climate of Mogador 

, c. 

Section showing the distances from Mogador and eleva- 
tion above the sea-level of places between Mogador 
and the City of Morocco 


D. 


The Trade of Morocco . 


E. 


PAGE 

283 


301 


327 


329 


334 


335 


The Drugs in use amongst the Moors . 


. 345 



X 


CONTENTS. 


F. 

PAGE 

Thq. Marriage of the Sharif of Wazan .... 361 

G. 

The Captivity of Mr. Butler 362 



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 




PAGE 

Moorish costume — full dress 

. Frontispiece 

Map of Morocco showing Author’s route 

To face page 1 

Tangier, the landing-place .... 


3 

Old Map of country about Tangier 


7 

Village of conical-shaped huts 


64 

Mogador from the sea .... 


71 

Tattoo mark 


92 

Tail-piece, with camels .... 


121 

City of Morocco 


143 

Snake-charmer 


144 

Map of the city of Morocco 


158 

Cabalistic charm against scorpions 


176 

Our halting-place on the Tensift . 


186 

Diagram to show the growth of an olive-tree 


202 

Moors on a journey 


219 

Tail-piece, with tower .... 

Section showing elevation of country between 

Mogador 

242 

and the city of Morocco 


334 

Copper vessel for holding flower waters 


358 








MOROCCO AID THE MOORS. 


CHAPTER I. 

TANGIEB. 

It is hardly necessary at the present day to say 
how one arrived by sea at any particular place. 
Steam has made the shores of most countries 
easy of access, and in this respect Morocco, a 
country comparatively near England, forms no 
exception. But the circumstance which calls for 
remark is the fact, that far less is known of the 
interior of Morocco than of such remote countries 
as China and Japan. 

I left Southampton in the “ Mongolia ” on the 
afternoon of September 5th, 1872, and reached 
Gibraltar on the fifth day afterwards. It was a 
fair voyage, which, by the aid of agreeable society, 
passed pleasantly away. A word may' be said 
here of the maligned Bay of Biscay. Its waters 
are often smoother than those of the Channel. 

B 
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Poets and ballad-mongers Lave done it injustice, 
and “ Biscay’s sleepless bay ” is more frequently 
tranquil tlian is commonly supposed. 

It is not my intention to say anything about 
the famous Rock so often described, ■wliicli I left 
on the day after my arrival. Communication is 
maintained between Gibraltar and Tangier by 
means of three small steamers, which, however, 
sail with little regularity. If, on account of 
adverse winds, a vessel requires to bo towed 
through the Strait, one of the steamers is sent 
to her assistance ; and this and other causes make 
the time of departure always uncertain. 

The “ Jackal,” in which I embarked, was a 
small, dirty, but strongly-built steam-boat, well 
adapted for the tumbling water of the Strait. 
The mountains of the African coast, which were 
in view when leaving Gibraltar, stood out in 
bolder outline as we approached them. But tho 
first clearly-defined object was the ruin of a 
Roman bridge close to the shore, and a short 
distance eastward lay the quaint old town. 

To do Tangier justice it should bo viewed only 
from the sea, to put one’s foot within its walls is 
to dispel an illusion. Its mosques and flat-roofed 
houses, batteries, and castellated walls give it a 
compact and even formidable appearance; but 
it is formidable only to the wild hordes of the 
country. A few broadsides from modern artillery 
would change it to a mass of ruins, and its anti- 
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quated guns would be powerless against a modern 
ship of war. 

There is no harbour at Tangier; the mole, 
built by the English more than two centuries ago, 
was destroyed by them when they abandoned the 
place. But the anchorage in the open roadstead 
is good, and the coast is not subject to the heavy 
surf which is such a drawback to all the southern 
ports. 

Our steamer anchored at a considerable dis- 
tance from the shore, and Morocco being advanced 
enough to value health, the first thing that ap- 
proached was the quarantine boat, in which sat a 
(yica si-medical officer, an aquatic-looking Spaniard, 
who, without coming on board, soon despatched 
the formalities of his office. Other boats followed, 
into which the passengers transferred themselves, 
and were rowed so far as the shoaling water per- 
mitted. As soon as these grounded, a crew of 
yelling Jews rushed to meet us, up to their waists 
in water, and then commenced the fiercest com- 
petition for business possible to conceive. Un- 
happily, being a stranger, I became the centre of 
the tumult. It was almost as useless to resist as 
it was to remonstrate. All wanted to carry me 
to shore, and whereas only one could effect this, 
it almost seemed as though I should be torn limb 
from limb by the eager crowd. At last, having 
selected a lusty fellow and got astride his shoul- 
ders, I was landed on the beach. 
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The landing-place, called the Marina, consisted 
of a smooth portion of the sandy shore enclosed 
within walls. Here we were met by the captain 
of the port, a fine-looking Moor of commanding 
presence. We were then conducted to the Cus- 
tom-house, a mere shed, under which the tur- 
baned officials sat upon their mats. The scrutiny 
of our baggage, although rather exact, was effected 
with politeness. 

The competition commenced in the water was 
no less keen on land. A different, but no less 
eager, set of porters seized and squabbled over 
the luggage ; added to this, there was the same 
persecution from the touting tribe with which all 
travellers are familiar. To these gentry, who 
spoko a little of many languages, wis entrusted 
the recommendation of the various hotels ; and, 
as usual, each represented the establishment to 
which he belonged to be the best in the world, 
and consequently greatly superior to that of any 
of its neighbours. Among these worthies there 
was a young Moor, conspicuous in his jacket of 
cherry-coloured cloth as well as by his confident 
bearing. This was the redoubtable Kador, who 
must be known to every one who visits Tangier, 
and who afterwards for some time followed my 
fortunes. Finding that he represented the Vic- 
toria Hotel, to which I had been recommended, 
I placed myself under his guidance. A stay of 
some weeks at this house afforded ample oppor- 
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tunity for observations of tbe town and neigh- 
bourhood, and these I shall now describe. 

In several respects there is an analogy between 
Dover and Calais, Gibraltar and Tangier. The 
respective places arc separated by narrow straits 
almost of the same breadth. In both cases, when 
the narrow seas are crossed, the traveller finds 
himself in a country very unlike that he has 
recently left, the people being wholly different in 
language, habits, and mode of life. But if this is 
the case in the north the difference is tenfold when 
in the south he crosses from what may be termed 
a bit of England on outpost duty to the land 
of the Moor. No transformation effected by a 
fairy wand could well be more complete. Tangier, 
known to the Romans as Tingis, was the capital 
of their province, Mauritania Tingitana. It after- 
wards passed successively into the hands of the 
Goths and Saracens, and thus came into posses- 
sion of the mixed race known to us as the Moors. 
It was taken in 1471 by Alphonso, King of Por- 
tugal, after a severe struggle. King Edward, the 
father of Alphonso, had previously besieged the 
town, but had been compelled to beat a hasty 
retreat, and to leave his brother Ferdinand in the 
hands of the Moors as a security that Ceuta should 
be delivered up. 

England had at one time a great interest in the 
place. It formed part of the dowry of Catherine, 
the Infanta of Portugal, who married Charles EL 



6 


MOROCCO AND THE MOORS. 


But the gift, like the proverbial white elephant, 
caused more trouble than it was worth. It is 
probable that the Portuguese were only too glad 
to get rid of so worthless a possession, for only 
just before parting with it they met with a serious 
rebuff. The matter is thus described in Lord 
Sandwich’s Journal, 1662 : — 

“ Sunday, January 12th. — This morning, the 
Portuguese, 140 horse in Tangier, made a sally into 
the country for booty, whereof they had possessed 
about 400 cattle, thirty camels, and some houses, 
and thirty-five women and girls, and being’ c ix 
miles distant from Tangier were intercepted by 
100 Moors with harquebusses, who in the first 
charge killed the Aidill with a shot in the head, 
whereupon the rest of the Portuguese ran, and 
in the pursuit fifty-one were slain, whereof were 
eleven of the knights, besides the Aidill. The 
horses of the fifty-one were also taken by the 
Moors, and all the booty relieved. 

“ Tuesday, January 14 th. — This morning, Mr. 
Mules came to me from the Governor for the 
assistance of some our men into the castle. 

“ Thursday, January 1 6th. — About eighty men 
out of my own ship and the Princess went into 
Tangier, into the lower castle about four of the 
clock in the afternoon. 

“ Friday , January 1 7th. — In the morning, by 
eight o’clock, the Martyn came in from Cales 
(Cadiz) with provisions; and about ten o’clock 
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Old Map of Harbour and Countiy about Tangier, fiotn Ogilby’s Aftica. London, 1670. 
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I sent Sir Richard Stayner with 120 men, besides 
officers, to the assistance of the Governor into 
Tangier.” 1 

One hundred more men were sent from tho fleet 
into Tangier on the 23rd ; and, meanwhile, Lord 
Peterborough and the garrison having arrived 
from England, Tangier was handed over to him 
by the Portuguese, January 30, 1662. Next day 
Sir Richard Stayner and the sailors re-embarked. 

Great expectations were formed about Tangier, 
and it engaged, to a large extent, the attention 
of the Government of that period. Pcpys, in his 
Diary, makes frequent mention of tho place. A 
commission, presided over by the Duke of York, 
sat weekly to manage its affairs, and of this com- 
mission Pepys himself was treasurer. Large sums 
of money were voted by Parliament for the garri- 
son of horse and foot soldiers, and for strengthen- 
ing the fortifications. A magnificent mole, which 
extended nearly 2000 feet into tho sea, was also 
constructed. This was strongly fortified with 
batteries, and a harbour was formed capable of 
containing the largest vessels. Old maps of the 
period, one of which is reproduced here, show that 
it must have been a secure harbour. 

The English, like the Portuguese, suffered 
severely at the hands of their wily enemies the 


1 Quoted by Lord Braybrook in his edition of “ Popys’ 
Diary London, 1854, vol. i. p. 258. 
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Moors. The garrison lived in a state of perpetual 
warfare, and were constantly harassed by ambus- 
cades. Lord Peterborough being recalled in 1668, 
the Earl of Teviott was sent to replace him. This 
unfortunate nobleman was attacked by a noted 
Riff chieftain, named Guyland, at the head of a 
wild horde, and lost his life, together with nine- 
teen officers and a large number of men. This 
event is thus quaintly described by Pepys under 
date of June 2, 1664 : — 

“ It seems my Lord Teviott’s design was to go 
a mile and a half out of the town, to cut down a 
wood in which the enemy did use to lie in ambush. 
He had sent several spyes ; but all brought word 
that the way was clear, and so might be, for any- 
body’s discovery of an enemy before you are upon 
them. There they were all snapt, he and all his 
officers, and about 200 men, as they say ; there 
being now left in the garrison but four captains. 
This happened the 3rd of May last, being not 
before that day twelvemonth of his entering into 
his government there ; but at his going out in the 
morning he said to some of his officers, ‘ Gentle- 
men, let us look to ourselves, for it was this day 
three years that so many brave Englishmen were 
knocked on the head by the Moors, when Pines 
made his sally out.’ ” 

Many other losses were subsequently incurred. 
Although the place was strengthened by redoubts 
erected on the neighbouring hills, the town was 
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constantly besieged by tbe Moors ; and, notwith- 
standing a lavish expenditure, it -was found that 
the place was kept in bad condition owing to 
jobbery and a misapplication of funds. 

At length, in relation to Tangier, the nation 
became impatient of the constant drain upon its 
resources. Under date of April 9, 1667, Pepys 
writes that he told Sir W. Coventry, “ It is plain 
that we do overspend our revenue ; it is of no 
more profit to the King than it was the first day, 
nor in itself of better credit, no more people of 
condition willing to live there, nor anything like a 
place likely to turn his Majesty to account ; that 
it hath been hitherto, and for ought I see, likely 
only to be used as a job to do a kindness to some 
Lord, or he that can get to be Governor.” 

But worse than expense and loss of life was the 
impression which soon prevailed in the House of 
Commons, that the garrison of Tangier was fast 
becoming the nucleus of a Popish army. This 
was a death-blow to the place as an English colony. 
Lord Dartmouth was despatched to bring home 
the troops, and to destroy the work of the engineers. 
In a letter to Mr. Pepys, dated Jan. 11, 1683-4, 
his lordship says, “ You will easily imagine the 
condition we have beene in, by the ill weather you 
have beene witness of where you have beene, but 
yet God be thanked, we have strugled in it so farr 
that the mole is totally destroyed ; nay much 
more than you will imagine, till you see it.” 
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Thus the place was given up after an occupa- 
tion of twenty-two years, and as there was no 
disposition to assist the Moors in their piratical 
expeditions the unfinished harbour was destroyed. 
When the tide is out the foundations of the mole 
can still be seen, and show the substantial nature 
of the structure. It was intended to make a 
splendid harbour, with depth of water between 
the pier-heads capable of floating a seventy- 
gun ship of the period. Since the evacuation 
by the English, Tangier has remained in pos- 
session of the Moors. Pepys says, “A fi.,3 map 
of Tangier was done by one Captain Beckman, 
a Swede.” Many curious views of the place were 
made by Hollar, and some of them were engraved 
by him, and still exist. 

Lord Nelson declared that the possession of 
Tangier would be necessary to England in case 
she was at war with a maritime power. This was 
because Gibraltar depends for subsistence as much 
upon Morocco as it does upon Spain, which latter 
place might be hostile, or else be prevented from 
affording supplies. 

Like Tangier, the island of Bombay formed part 
of the dowry of the Infanta of Portugal, wife of 
Charles II. Who could then foresee the subsequent 
value of that small possession, or what a focus for 
the extension of British power it has since become ? 
And although through mismanagement Tangier 
pi’oved to be aworse than useless possession, it is not 
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improbable that had it been retained it also would 
have become a centre endowed with a like vitality 
and with a similar power of growth. In that case 
a land far more accessible than India, with a soil 
and climate among the most favoured in the 
world, would now be yielding rich returns. 
Immense tracts which at present lie waste would 
be used for the growth of cotton ; and a strong, 
yet fairly-just government would exist in place of 
an uncertain and grinding tyranny. 

The bay of Tangier is well sheltered, and the 
anchorage is very good. The rise of tide at 
Gibraltar, just outside the tideless Mediterranean, is 
four feet ; at Tangier it reaches a height of six feet. 

The town is built on the sloping side of 
a promontory, which, with its fellow four or 
five miles to the eastward, forms the bay. The 
town is sheltered on the north and west by the 
hill under which it lies, and on the east by araDge 
of low hills, while behind these and far inland the 
range of the Lower Atlas, which is visible from the 
Kasha, protects it from the scorching desert winds. 

The town nestles under a cliff. Of this the 
summit is expanded into a fiat surface of about a 
mile in length, and a varying breadth not exceeding 
a few hundred yards. The side of the promontoiy 
farthest from the town is very precipitous, and 
overhangs the sea. There are here some curious 
excavations in the solid rock, supposed to have 
been Phoenician graves. 
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Wherever the Mahommedan dwells, the rigid 
jealousy with which women are guarded influences 
the style of his architecture. The houses have 
their backs turned to the streets, and as there are 
no windows the blank walls and flat roofs present 
a cheerless and monotonous appearance. A gate- 
way leads into the square or patio. Around this 
the house is built. The enclosure sometimes con- 
tains a fountain, and a fig-tree generally affords 
pleasant shade from the glaring rays of the sun. 

As seen from the sea, the houses of Tangier 
appear to stand one above the other like steps of 
stairs. As might therefore be expected many of 
the streets are very steep, and all, with the 
exception of the main street, are mere winding 
lanes, so narrow that in some of them the inhabi- 
tants might shako hands from opposite windows 
provided these existed. The pavement consists 
of rough stones, placed purposely, one would think, 
to make walking over them as difficult as possible. 
Blondin, who visited the place, left a memorial in 
the visitors’ book of one of the hotels to the effect 
that it was needless for him- to test his balancing 
powers here, “ because he was able to say that he 
had walked both up and down the main street of 
Tangier and had not fallen.” The drainage, 
although imperfect, is better than might be 
expected, and an attempt at keeping the streets 
clean has been made by the consuls. Dust-b ins 
are things unknown to the natives of Morocco, 
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and all kinds of vegetable and animal offal is 
thrown into the streets. But this debris is now 
removed on the backs of donkeys, though there 
s till remains much room for improvement. There 
are no bazaars on the scale usual in the East ; but 
the shops for various wares are for the most part 
mixed together. The shop is a small square 
cavity in the dead wall of the street, the floor 
being about two feet from the ground. Pigeon- 
holed in these recesses sit cross-legged, grave- 
looking men surrounded by their Avares. The 
same floor serves the customer also for a seat, 
though his legs dangle in the street. In a 
few instances the introduction of European cus- 
toms may be observed in larger premises and glass 
windows. 

The principal street runs up the hill from the 
water-side to the Soko, or market-place, just out- 
side the walls. The upper part of this street is 
used by the female sellers of bread, milk, vege- 
tables, and fruit, who stand or sit ranged on each 
side. It is difficult for a stranger to find his way 
in the mazes of the- smaller streets. But rich 
Moors and Jews possess good houses in these 
confined situations. There is no Jewish quarter 
in Tangier as there is in most Moorish towns, 
and the Israelites live peaceably amongst the 
general population. Some of the Consulates are 
good houses, and the residence of the British 
plenipotentiary has some fine apartments. But 
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the house of the Belgian Consul, although small, 
is a model of good taste. It is built and de- 
corated in the Moorish style of architecture, and 
contains a collection of Moorish articles and curi- 
osities. The owner is so obliging as to allow the 
house to be inspected by strangers on application. 

The batteries facing the sea were once formid- 
able. Ovei'looking one of them are the front 
windows of the Victoria Hotel, which is in fact 
built partly on the ramparts. I went over this 
battery in company with Colonel Matthews. The 
buildings are fairly in repair, but the absence of 
sentries and the lounging attitude of the few 
artillerymen in charge looked anything but war- 
like. I counted twelve iron thirty-six pounders 
and twelve smaller guns ; most of the latter were 
of bronze and English make. One of the bronze 
guns was a long thirty-two pounder Spanish gun, 
bearing the date of 1780. It had also a name, 
“ Lastimoso,” (the Pitiful,) engraved on it. The 
Spaniards used the practice of naming their guns. 
But why this particular epithet should be given to 
such a destructive implement is not obvious. The 
iron guns were in wretched condition, and the 
carriages of all were rickety affairs of rotting wood. 

The Kasba, or citadel, is situated on a height 
commanding the whole of Tangier, just as at 
Boulogne the upper town overlooks the lower one. 
A considerable space is enclosed by high w r alls, 
and in this are a large mosque, the harem of the 
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Bashaw, the prison, and the treasury. I visited 
the prison, and obtained leave to inspect the 
prisoners through an aperture in their den, from 
which issued an effluvium that made a long in- 
spection undesirable. Not having then seen 
prisons in other parts of Morocco, I thought this 
damp, dark chamber as dreary and dreadful a 
place of confinement as could well be conceived. 
The prison for women is a separate, but adjoining 
building. The view of the town from the gate of 
the Kasha is remarkably fine. The white, glisten- 
ing houses, interspersed here and there with the 
green of the graceful palm, are thrown into the 
fullest relief by the intense blue of the contiguous 
sea. 

The Victoria Hotel is a house of modest pre- 
tensions, but a visitor must be fastidious who 
would be dissatisfied with its accommodation. 
Mr. Martin, the proprietor, understands the art of 
making his visitors feel at home. There is an 
excellent table cVhutr, and the company, though 
seldom large, is constantly changing. Officers 
and their -wives frequently come across for change 
from the garrison of Gibraltar. 

There are four other though smaller hotels, 
and for those who prefer a boarding-house Mrs. 
Carleton’s establishment can be recommended. 
That Tangier is not an extravagant place may be 
gathered from the fact that the cost of living at 
the hotels (exclusive of wine) ranges from four 
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to seven shillings a day. It is a sign of progress 
that scarcely more than twenty years ago there 
was but a single hotel in the town. 

A great event in the history of Tangier and of 
the whole state of Morocco took place in March, 
1873. A post-office, which is a branch of the 
Gibraltar office, was then opened. Tangier is 
now therefore regularly en rapport with the rest 
of the world. 

Spanish is the European language best known 
in Morocco. The geographical position of Spain 
partly accounts for this, though the intimate 
connexion long existing between the two countries 
has had still more influence. Most of the Moors, 
as well as the Jews, know Spanish more or less. 
English is only spoken by the com miss ionnai res 
attached to the hotels and a few others. 

Markets are held on Thursdays and Sundays, 
and on these days the town is filled with a motley 
crowd who come long distances from the sur- 
rounding country. Conspicuous among the num- 
ber are the men of the wild Riff tribes, who in- 
habit the mountains to the north of Tangier. 
They are a fine race, and are known by the long 
lock of hair left unshaven on one side of the head. 
On some occasions as many as a hundred camels, 
with half that number of tents, and a numerous 
throng of horses and asses may be counted in the 
Soko. It was a strange sight to see so man y 
kneeling camels massed together, their huge 
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saddles projecting from their backs. All kinds of 
country produce were retailed in this market ; 
water-melons being a conspicuous article. To 
ward off the fierce glare of the sun some 
of the vendors were under temporary shades 
of palm leaves. Muffled women crouching 
over their wares, and showing but one eye to 
their customers, seemed stifled with heat, and 
itinerant sellers of water and of sweetmeats 
vociferously cried their goods. 

In the evening, when the sun gets low, the 
Soko is the resort of story-tellers and jugglers of 
various kinds, in whose tales and feats the Moors 
take great delight. There was one old fellow whom 
it was always a pleasure to listen to, although I 
never obtained more than a faint outline of his 
stories through an interpreter. Some of his tales 
we are familiar with in the Arabian Nights’ 
Entertainments ; others were fables, in which the 
lower animals bore a leading part. A crowd of 
men and boys seated in a semicircle were in front 
of him, while the old man with the utmost 
vivacity and great skill suited his voice and 
movements to his stirring narratives. It was 
curious to observe the riveted attention, and hear 
the bursts of laughter of the swarthy audience. 
Copper coins were thrown to him pretty freely as 
a reward for his exertions. Snake-charmers also 
exhibited their feats, but these were inferior to what 
I afterwards witnessed in the southern capital. 
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The shadow of Europe under which Tangier 
lies has exerted its influence so far that, unlike to 
what happens in the interior of Morocco, Chris- 
tians are free from insult and annoyance. One 
may wander unmolested everywhere about the 
town and vicinity provided only that the pre- 
judices of the people are respected, and especially 
that their holy places are not too curiously in- 
spected. For unlike his co-religionist in Turkey, 
the Mussulman here has not relaxed sufficiently 
of the fervour of his faith even to allow tlie 
Kaffir — the name by which the Christian infidel is 
known — to set foot within the precincts of a 
mosque. A screen is always placed before the 
open door to prevent profane eyes from peering 
too closely into the building. 

As might be expected, remains of antiquity are 
found in Tangier and its neighbourhood. In the 
patio of the Victoria Hotel there is a capital of 
an Ionic marble column, now hollowed out so as to 
form a cistern. Many such fragments have been 
found. About three miles from the town, on the 
shore of the bay, are some ruins supposed to be 
Roman. The place is called Tanja Bselea, or Old 
Tangier, and here was situated the Tingis of the 
Romans. Some fragments of the walls are of 
great thickness. At a short distance from the 
ruins the sands are crossed by a small river, once 
spanned by a fine bridge. One arch, unquestion- 
ably of Roman work, is all that now remains. 
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But the ruin is highly picturesque, and affords 
an interesting subject for the artist . 1 This bridge, 
it is supposed, connected the old city with the 
naval fort close at hand. The entrance for the 
galleys, built of stone, can yet be seen . 2 

There are several fine gardens outside the walls 
of Tangier. The most remarkable is that called 
the Swedish Garden, from its having formerly 
belonged to the Swedish Consulate. It is of 
considerable extent, and commands some fine 
views. The town, close at hand, lies spread out as 
if in a map, while looking far across the water the 
rock and fortress of Gibraltar may be distinctly 
seen. The garden contains some fine trees, and 
a splendid specimen of the Dragons’ -blood-tree 
deserves special notice. The Dutch garden and 
•vineyard are about four acres in extent, and being 
well supplied with water were formerly noted 
for the luxuriance, beauty, and variety of the 
shrubs and flowers. But its glories have de- 
parted, and it is now overrun with weeds. Some 
splendid trees are all that remains. Nearly all 

1 Tangier lias of late years been resorted to by our artists, 
and with good results, as the pictures of Mr. J. E. Hodgson at 
the Royal Academy Exhibitions sufficiently prove. 

* Morocco is almost unexplored ground for the antiquary ; 
the northern division of the country contains many ruins. In 
the Athenaeum for Sept. 18th and Oet. 30th, 1875, Mr. Trovey 
Blackmore has given a very interesting description of certain 
fourteenth-century tombs of the Sultan’s in the deserted town 
of Shelia close to Rabat. The inscriptions on the tombs serve 
to verify historical dates. 
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the gardeners are Riff Mountaineers, who, notwith- 
standing their wild habits when at home, make 
excellent and faithful servants. 

The manufactures of the town are inconsider- 
able. There are some tanneries, and one adjoins 
the Victoria Hotel, from the windows of which 
the whole process of making leather can be scon, 
though it is not of the sort intimately associated 
with the name of the country. The principal 
trade is in bullocks for the supply of the garrison 
of Gibraltar. But even this is limited, as only 
a certain number of animals are allowed to be 
exported. Fowls, vegetables, and fruit in con- 
siderable quantities are also sent across the Strait. 
With the exception of canary seed, which is grown 
largely in the neighbourhood, the export of grain 
is small. 

There are some Moorish coffee-houses in Tangier, 
and I visited one with my guide. It was a moon- 
less night, and travelling over the uneven streets 
was difficult and even risky. At last, after grop- 
ing our way through many winding and narrow 
lanes, we came to a spot where a portion of the 
street was covered in by a roof of interlaced 
boughs. Beneath this a number of men were 
lying about, some singing, others asleep ; the 
whole were an unprepossessing set to meet in the 
dark. At first we could only distinguish their 
white turbans and teeth ; but gradually their dark 
and stalwart forms became visible. Entering a 
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door close at hand we found ourselves in a small 
room with whitewashed walls and matted floor. 
Men were squatted about smoking cigarettes and 
drinking black coffee mixed with the grounds as 
in Turkey. There was the customary charcoal 
stove for boiling coffee; and the place, dimly 
lighted by an oil lamp, had a sufficiently lugubri- 
ous appearance. 

I could not learn that the Tangerines indulge to 
any extent in the use of hashish, although it is not 
unknown to them. It is to be regretted that the 
people are learning the use of alcoholic drinks from 
their neighbours. There are some drinking-houses 
kept by Christians and Jews where bad brandy 
and other stimulants are retailed ; and, notwith- 
standing the injunctions of the Koran, the Moors 
are fond of indulging in them whenever a chance 
presents itself. 

The cost of living at Tangier is very moderate. 
The hotel charges have been already mentioned. 
Beef, though not of English quality, can be had 
for 2 d. a pound. Mutton of fair quality at 
the same price; ducks at Is., fowls at 9 d., hares 
at 5 d., and rabbits at 2 \d. each. Wages have 
increased considerably within the last few years. 
The present hire of a labourer is from Id. to 9 d. a 
day ; or if a female, 4 d. to 5 d. Masons and car- 
penters are paid from 2s. to 3s. a day.* 

It is curious to observe how the recent decline in the value 
of gold is felt in remote comers of the world. Thus in Iceland, 
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For the space it occupies Tangier is a populous 
town. The population in November, 1872, was 
estimated at 14,600, in the proportion of 9000 
Moors, 5000 Jews, and 600 Christians. The 
number of Christians is greater than in any other 
town of the empire. There are two Roman 
Catholic churches, a large monastery, and a 
school ; the first being allowed the use of bells. 
There is no place for Protestant worship; but 
when a clergyman happens to be in the place, 
service is conducted at the Embassy. The Jews 
are allowed to have public synagogues, but y 
are unpretentious buildings. There are several 
Moslem schools for boys. 

The foreign officials at Tangier are numerous 
enough to form a society among themselves. 
These consist of three ministers plenipotentiary ; 
namely, those of England, France, and Spain ; and 
of the consuls of eleven powers; England, the 
United States of America, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Austria, Prussia, Italy, Belgium, Sweden, and 
Denmark. On Sundays the flags of the different 
nations give the town a gay appearance. 

The climate of Tangier is so very equable and 
pleasant that I have formed a high opinion of its 
suitability for invalids from chest affections. Its 
maritime position and the protection of mountain 
ranges on the south secure it against the scorch- 

a country with which I am familiar, prices have fully doubled 
between my first visit to the island (1862) and my last (1874). 
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ing heat to which the inland parts of Morocco 
are exposed. The desert winds, which are so 
objectionable in Algiers and other places on the 
Mediterranean littoral, are almost unknown. The 
ordinary summer temperature ranges between 
78° Fahr. and 82° Fahr., and the latter is rarely 
exceeded. The summer heat is maintained until 
the autumnal rains are established. As an exam- 
ple of the steadiness of temperature it may be 
stated that of twenty-three observations made by 
myself at almost every hour of the day and night 
between Sept, loth and 23rd inclusive, the ther- 
mometer in my bed-room ranged between 72° Fahr. 
and 78° Fahr., while the mean was 74'2° Fahr. 
During this time the weather had broken up, and 
on one day there was heavy rain. The mean 
temperature of winter is about 56° Fahr., and 
fires are sometimes acceptable at night. Frost 
never occurs : and in addition to the indigenous 
palms and other trees and shrubs of tvarm climates, 
many tropical plants, such as the banana, flourish 
throughout the year in the open air. 

The first rain falls about the middle of Septem- 
ber, and lasts from two to three days. This is 
succeeded by bright, exhilarating weather, the 
enjoyment of which is heightened by the change 
which the country now undergoes. Brown hills, that 
seemed hopelessly arid, are suddenly clothed with 
verdure, and the landscape is changed as though 
in an hour from death to life. AH through Octo- 
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ber the weather is just what the invalid could 
desire ; but in November there is generally rain, at 
times heavy rain for some days. After this the 
weather, both of winter and spring, the latter 
lasting till May, is mild and genial. Now and 
then a rainy day may occur; but even in the 
wettest winter weather it is very unusual not to 
be able to get out during some part of the day. 
The south-west wind sets in with the autumn rain 
and prevails in winter. Thunderstorms are un- 
frequent, and rarely happen with the first rain. The 
climate is moist, as shown by the facility v ’th which 
iron rusts. But it is less moist than that ot Madeira, 
between which and that of Algiers it holds, in this 
respect, an intermediate place. The advantages of 
climate possessed by Tangier over Gibraltar are 
freely acknowledged by the inhabitants of the 
Bock. They are constantly in the habit of crossing 
the strait in search of better air . 3 

Although, as already said, the sanitary ai range- 
ments are very imperfect, Tangier is a healthy 
place. Intermittent fevers sometimes occur, but 
they are not of a severe type. 

I received much kindness from Colonel Matthews, 
the American Consul-General. Accompanied by 
this gentleman and Mr. Martin I visited the Grand 
Sharif of the empire, Hadj Abd es Salem, Prince of 

For further information of the climate of Tangier, see 
Appendix A. 
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Wazan . 4 The object of the visit was to obtain a 
letter of recommendation to the Sultan, then on 
his way to his southern capital, where he had not 
been previously for five years. As I had resolved 
to visit the city of Morocco, the expected arrival 
of the Sultan there was regarded as a most fortu- 
nate circumstance. I had a long conversation, 
through the medium of Colonel Matthews, Avith 
the Sharif. He asked particularly if I would wait 
at Morocco for the Sultan, in case he had not 
arrived when I got there, to which I replied in the 
affirmative. Favoured by the representations of 
my friends, the Sharif gave mo a kind and valuable 
letter addressed to Muley Hassan, the Sultan’s son 
and heir . 5 The translation of the address on it 
was, “ Galijph of our Lord enthroned, by the will of 
God, our Lord Hassan.” What became of this 
letter, as well as what befell me in my attempt to 
deliver it, will be afterwards related. 

The Sharif was regarded, next to the Sultan him- 
self, as the most powerful man in the empire, and 
as he had never before given a letter of the kind to 
a European I Avas considered most fortunate. The 
Prince was about thirty-five years of age, of middle 
height, but rather too fat for active habits. His 
expression of face was pleasant, and showed that 

* Since then the Prince has gained much notoriety in 
England through his marriage with Miss Keene, an Euglish 
lady. See Appendix F. 

6 Since raised to the throne by the death of his fnthor. 
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he wished to be agreeable. He wore a fez, and 
was dressed in a suit of cherry-coloured cloth. As 
the hereditary head of the great religious sect 
of Muley Taib, and a lineal descendant of the 
Prophet, he is a great power in the Church, and, 
therefore, in the State, which, in Mahommedan 
countries, are inseparable. His influence not only 
extends throughout Morocco but over Algiers, 
where it is acknowledged by the French autho- 
rities. But the sect of which he is the head, and 
which is said to rival in subtlety and ambition that 
of the Order of Jesus, extends still further to the 
east, and has its ramifications even in Bombay. 
The Sharif is known to the Spaniards as El 
Santo, the Saint. He made great personal efforts 
in the war of 1859-60 to rouse the fanaticism 
of the Moors against the Spaniards. In one 
particular action, at which he was present, he 
so excited the soldiery that they charged with 
an impetuous, although fruitless, valour, that ex- 
cited the admiration of their enemies. The Sharif’s 
duties are, ordinarily speaking, not onerous. It 
is enough that he is of the Prophet’s blood. To 
obtain his blessing is considered worth money, 
and no inconsiderable part of his income arises 
from this source. He is regarded with super- 
stitious awe; and when he goes abroad in the 
country the people kiss the hem of his garment. 
Ho was said to possess large estates at Wazan, 
and to be altogether very wealthy. He is fond of 
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shooting, and also, as people said, “ of good 
living.” It was also stated that he showed his 
preference for the English nation by his desire, 
above all things, to have an English wife. 

The Sharif has a small marine residence at 
Tangier, to which he occasionally resorts for 
change of air. The room in which he received 
us was furnished much in the European style, for 
which he evidently showed a decided preference. 
We sat upon chairs — a great innovation. There 
was a grand piano in the room and a handsome 
buhl table. But he was waited upon by a female 
black slave, and there were other indications that 
the European surroundings were exotic. 

Nevertheless it is a significant and hopeful fact 
that this high-class Mussulman has imbibed, from 
contact with Europeans, so much liberality and 
spirit of progress, as to adopt, to a great extent, 
their habits j and this in spite of prejudices, and 
the possible ill-will of his fellow-countrymen. 

The Sharif conforms as far as possible to 
European customs. He no longer eats in the 
Moorish manner, and is very polite at table. He 
takes a great interest in the affairs of Europe, and 
the English illustrated papers afford him much 
amusement. He is also very fond of all me- 
chanical contrivances. In his family his rule is 
absolute. Seventeen female servants, some of 
whom are slaves, obey his slightest wish. At 
the present time there arc four generations of one 
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family living in his house. All the servants are 
clothed and fed at his expense, but receive no 
wages ; the temporal honour, and possibly the 
eternal advantage, of serving this undoubted de- 
scendant of the Prophet, are considered sufficient 
payment. Children are sometimes dedicated to 
him at their birth, and these when old enough 
enter his service. 

While 1 was at Tangier news arrived from 
the Sultan that he had been victorious in his 
southern progress over the rebellious tribe of 
Anchi Hashid. Report said, that taking advan- 
tage of harvest time, when the tribe leaving their 
mountains are engaged in the plains, he attacked 
them with a large army. At first the mountaineers 
had the best of the fight, but being subsequently 
defeated, a great number of prisoners were taken 
and beheaded. Proclamation of the victory was 
made by a public crier, and great rejoicings were 
ordered. The Victoria Hotel shook with the 
report of the old guns which were fired off just 
beneath it. 

The Moors are fond of burning powder, and 
Lab Elbaroud, or powder-play, is a diversion in 
which they particularly delight. I went to the 
open space in the Kasba to see this performance, 
and a wilder sight could scarcely be witnessed. 
Several men stood opposite each other, and a 
dozen yards or so apart, as if about to dance a 
quadrille. They carried long guns and with their 
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loose dresses and turbaned beads looked gallant 
warriors. To stimulate tbeir martial ardour a 
band of twelve blacks played on outlandish in- 
struments, in addition to a couple of drums and 
some timbrels ; the whole producing a din and 
crash of sounds the most amazing. It seemed, as 
I have said, as though the turbaned soldiers were 
about to dance a quadrille; but their evolutions 
were much more complicated. One man through- 
out acted as master of the ceremonies. The whole 
advanced, retreated, followed, threatened. Now 
a warrior who, with the sword of his adversary 
pointed at his heart, seemed about to be slain, 
would extricate himself from this dangerous posi- 
tion by a contortion of the body as wonderful as 
it was rapid. Next they fired at each other indi- 
vidually, then eu iuus.se. Nothing could exceed 
the savage gallantry of the whole affair. In 
European judgment the Moorish soldier is undis- 
ciplined ; but much training must be requisite to 
arrive at perfection in this mad species of mimic 
warfare. Our riflemen would be puzzled by some 
of the shooting postures ; for the men discharged 
their long unhandy weapons while in every con- 
ceivable position, such as supported on an elbow, 
or on the soles of the feet, and while lying on the 
back, the side, or the face. In loading the guns 
the powder was never measured, but poured from 
the pouch into the hand. Neither was wadding 
used. The safety of the guns was perhaps due 
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to this cause; but the report they made was 
remarkably loud. Another exercise consisted in 
throwing the gun with a whirling motion high in 
the air, and catching it with great dexterity while 
descending. In the performance of these various 
exercises there seemed to be the greatest rivalry 
between the various tribes. The Riffians, easily 
distinguished by the long tuft of hair on the side 
of the head, and by some peculiarities of dress, 
displayed great dash. The men of Sus were also 
conspicuous. At the conclusion of this wild pas- 
time all present fired several almost deafening- 
volleys, of which the firing was executed well 
together. 

There is much marrying and giving in marriage 
at Tangier. The weddings take place at night, 
and are made known by the usual expression of 
rejoicing, firing off guns, and monotonous music 
played on drums and a kind of flageolet. I fol- 
lowed one of the marriage processions as closely 
and as far as was prudent. There was no marriage 
ceremony, but the bride was conveyed to the house 
of her husband in a kind of box placed on the 
back of a mule. This box was supported on either 
side by men, and the lady’s sash was tied around 
it as an indication of her presence within. Behind 
the mule came a band, as also a number of men 
carrying lanterns. The gunners went in front 
and kept perpetually firing. With these demon- 
strations the bride was paraded through several 



TANGIEB. 


31 


streets, and was then taken to the bridegroom’s 
house . 6 

One of the accessible sights of Tangier is a 
Jewish wedding. The Jews have no objection 
to the presence of strangers, and thus a good 
opportunity is afforded of seeing the ladies in 
all their glory. But many of the Jewish women 
of Tangier really require nothing to enhance their 
great beauty. It is, however, a beauty of tho 
languid, voluptuous, and unintellectual type. Ac- 
cording to English ideas the ladies are too fat, but 
then fatness is at a premium in Morocco. 

I had a good opportunity of witnessing a 
wedding of the better class. It was attended 
by some of the consuls, as the bridegroom was 
an employe, at one of the consulates. The cere- 
monies and festivities which attend a Jewish 
wedding in Morocco are protracted and expensive. 
Happy the man who goes well through all with- 
out a sense of fatigue, and a purse not unduly 
lightened. Several hundred pounds are often 
expended, and dowries are not common. 

In this matter, as in others, coming events cast 
their shadows before, and the Thursday — a fort- 
night previous to the actual wedding ceremony — 
is signalized by the performance of the Tesere el 
Gumleh. This consists in breaking a jar full of 

• For a good account of a Moorish wedding, seo the late Miss 
Perrier’s amusing book, “A Winter in Morocco.” Tho ex- 
perience of the author was, however, confined to Tangier. 



32 


HOBOCCO AND THE MOORS. 


corn at the bride’s chamber-door, by which the 
wish is symbolically expressed that she may be 
fruitful. 

On the following Thursday the wedding fes- 
tivities (Nadr Azmung) commence. The bride- 
groom attends early service at the synagogue of 
which he happens to be a member, and all the 
congregation, as well as his own and the bride’s 
relatives, afterwards breakfast with him. All 
again assemble at one p.m., and arrange them- 
selves for a spectacle on the galleries which sur- 
round the patio of the bridegroom’s house. In 
the space below a bull is then sacrificed by the 
priest cutting its throat. This is done amid an 
astounding din of music, accompanied by a 
peculiar mark of rejoicing practised by the older 
women, both Moors and Jews. It is called 
Taghareet, and consists of a sharp, continuous 
squealing sound, produced while the tongue is 
rapidly moved from side to side. Meanwhile the 
visitors, in succession, throw down money from 
the galleries, for the priest and attendants, into a 
cloth placed over the body of the bull. Then 
follows a method of encouraging generosity which 
recalls to mind that pursued at a charity dinner, 
where applause is proportioned to the subscrip- 
tions announced. The name of each person is 
shouted out by those below as he throws down 
his offering, accompanied by the words, Allah ma 
tazhar, jlau hu flau I (“ God is with the merchant 



TANGIER. 


33 


So-and-so”) or Mr. So-and-so, as the case maybe, 
and the more he gives the more is he considered 
to have done honour to the happy couple. 

At the conclusion of this ceremony the bride- 
groom takes a bit of cotton wool, dipped in a 
mixture of honey and henna, and places it, 
together with a piece of silver money, upon 
the bride’s head, as an omen of their future 
prosperity. 

On Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, a great 
gathering takes place at the house of the bride. 
This is called Abraz, and is an important cere- 
mony for the unmarried ladies, who attend 
arrayed in all their finery, and with a general 
intention to captivate beholders. The bride is 
seated on a dais at the end of a large room, while 
the spinsters sit ranged around the walls at each 
side of her. In the meantime the bridegroom, 
having first attended at the synagogue, entertains 
a large company at breakfast, during which hymns 
and sacred songs are sung. The single men of 
the party then accompany the bridegroom to the 
bride’s chamber, where, as already said, the single 
ladies are “on view.” It is upon these occasions 
that the young men select the fair ones to whom 
fancy directs them. In such a case the next step 
is to despatch a relative to the parents or guar- 
dians of his choice, and if the suit is accepted 
presents are sent to her, and then he proceeds, 
accompanied by his friends, to the lady’s house. 
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and is formally engaged. After this — will any 
Englishman believe it? — according to the usual 
etiquette, the couple never see each other until 
the marriage ceremonies commence. As may bo 
supposed, the girl herself has seldom any voice in 
the matter at all ; she has only to obey what has 
been decided upon by her friends. 

After the young ladies have been sufficiently 
stared at, the bachelors commonly amuse them- 
selves with a strange game. It is called Tioeff el 
Arras, and is a kind of judge-and-jury trial. The 
bridegroom is accused by some one present of 
some crime, and is condemned to receive a num- 
ber of lashes, for the infliction of which many in 
the company are provided with stout silken cords. 
The culprit then demands to be ransomed by his 
bride, who divests herself of all her jewels and 
trinkets, and hands them over for his redemption. 
The accusation and the ransom also apply to 
young men of the company who are supposed to 
have an eye upon ladies present. In any case, if 
the ransom is declared insufficient or if the lady 
refuses to pay it, the accused is raised upon the 
back of some strong fellow while the others 
belabour him soundly. 

When this horse-play is over and the jewellery 
has been returned to its owners, the young men 
disperse; but they return, accompanied by the 
bridegroom, in the evening, when this long-suffer- 
ing individual, mounted on the backs of two men, 
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is danced up and down before bis bride, and then, 
amidst a great tumult of music and shouting, is at 
length allowed to take his seat beside her. A mix- 
ture containing leaven, Hamlrat, is now set before 
them, in which both dip their hands in token of their 
future thrift and attention to domestic duties. After 
this a grand supper is given, at which the bride 
and bridegroom are seated side by side on a sort 
of throne. This supper in the case of the wealthy 
is often a sumptuous feast, but a rigid etiquette 
forbids the bride to take anything except water, 
which a little girl, who sits beside and fans her, 
now and then raises to her lips. For all this time 
the poor bride’s eyes are firmly closed, and she 
sits amidst the revelry as immoveable as a statue. 
The musicians now play their loudest and merriest 
tunes, and, like the priest and his followers, are 
rewarded by the guests. The donors’ names are 
cried out in the same manner as before, and also 
that the gifts are presented in honour of the 
bride and bridegroom and the assembled company. 

A ceremony takes place on the succeeding Tues- 
day evening, from which it is called Laijl el Henna 
(the “ Henna Night ”). The bridegroom goes, as 
before, with a crowd of followers to the bride’s 
house, and, seating himself beside her, applies 
henna to her hands, by the reddish stain of which 
their beauty is supposed to be enhanced. He 
now also removes a ring from her finger or a 
bracelet from her arm, and wears the one or the 
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other until after the nuptials have been finally 
celebrated. Another grand supper, with the 
usual uproar, follows. 

On the following day, Wednesday, the real 
wedding at last takes place. The bride is 
then conducted after dark to her future home, 
accompanied by a crowd of relatives and lookers- 
on. Men bearing huge wax candles and lanterns 
give light to the procession. This is preceded by 
musicians and dancing women, playing and sing- 
ing hymns of joy, and also by the elderly ladies, 
who keep up the taghareet Avith great vehemence. 
As for the bride herself, she is led Avith clu cd 
eyes along the rough street by tAvo relatives, erch 
having hold of one of her hands. Such, indeed, 
is the regard paid to propriety on this solemn 
occasion, that the bride’s head is held in its 
proper position by a female relative A\'ho Avalks 
behind her. This precaution is taken, perhaps, 
on account of the tiara decorating her head, and 
which, ending in a high point, has a gauze veil 
drooping gracefully therefrom. The bride having 
reached her destination, she and the bridegroom, 
with the “ law ” bound on his forehead, ascend a 
dais, and the marriage ceremony at once proceeds. 
The proper service and legal settlements are read 
aloud; the ring is placed by the bridegroom on 
the bride’s finger, or else a piece of gold or silver 
is given to her by him. A glass of wine is then 
blessed by the priest, and presented in turn to 
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the couple, who drink the wine. The glass is 
then dashed to pieces against the ground by 
the bridegroom, with a covert meaning that 
he wishes they may never be parted until the 
glass again becomes perfect. After offering con- 
gratulations the visitors disperse. 

Next' day the bride sits in state to receive pre- 
sents of jewellery, gold lace, silk handkerchiefs, 
or money, which are placed in her lap ; and for 
some days afterwards entertainments, according 
to the position and circumstances of the people 
concerned, continue to be given. Some weddings 
cost a great deal of money, and as many as 150 
persons sup or dine at one time. 

At the conclusion of the wedding at which I 
was present, sweetmeats were handed round, as 
also sweet drinks ; but their flavour was not appre- 
ciated by my unaccustomed palate. 

The dresses of the bride and other ladies were 
truly gorgeous. Silk, in many-coloured hues, was 
bravely set off by lavish adornment of gold em- 
broidery in rich and peculiar patterns ; and gaily- 
coloured silk handkerchiefs tied about the head 
contrasted admirably with dark and flowing 
tresses, brunette complexions, and languid kohl- 
stained eyes. A finer set of women it would have 
been difficult to find. 

When the ceremony was concluded the two 
principal guests — in this case consuls — walking on 
either hand of the bride and holding it, led her 
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through every room of her new house. She was 
then placed sitting in bed with her back against 
the wall, to open her eyes at leisure, with one of 
her friends beside her. My visit then ended. 

The Jewish maiden wears her hair uncovered ; 
but at the close of the proceedings I have just 
described the bride’s head is formally enveloped in 
a handkerchief after the manner of matrons. This 
covering is worn ever afterwards. 

Such is the routine which custom inposes on 
the Jewish man and woman of the wealthier class 
in Morocco, who wish to enter the matrimonial 
state. If a man be at all lukewarm on the subject, 
the prospect of such an ordeal must often turn 
the scale against marriage. The disparity in age 
is often great ; sometimes a girl of ten years of 
age is married to a man of forty or fifty. 

Mount Washington, which is situated about 
three miles south of Tangier, is a name which has 
been given by the Americans to an elevation rising 
to about three or four hundred feet above the sea. 
I made several excursions to it. The way lay 
through the market-place, thence by a bridle-track 
over an open, sandy country. This presently 
merged into narrow lanes, by which access was 
gained to the villas and gardens of the towns- 
people. The vegetation here was very luxuriant, 
the hedges being formed by the impenetrable 
cactus, and shade obtained by lines of reeds, many 
of which grew to a height of fifteen feet. Aloes 
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were also abundant, their spikes varying from 
fifteen ro twenty feet. The chief road, which was 
so roughly paved as to resemble in many places 
the dried-up bed of a winter torrent, was skirted 
with wild myrtles, oliw -trees, vines, and our own 
familiar blackberry. 

Apart from these beautiful environments. Mount 
Washington itself is a charming spot, well worthy 
of a visit. Chiefly facing the north-west and the 
sea, it is of considerable extent ; and, as may be 
supposed, splendid and varied. views of the broken, 
rugged coast-line and the blue strait are obtained 
from its aeelivirirs and summit. It is mainly 
composed of sandsttne. and has an abundance of 
pure water, though s;me of the springs are im- 
pregnated with iron and others with sulphur. 

Mount WaslingttL would make an admirable 
site for a winter s.matjrium, for the influences of 
a fine climate wo aid he operative at a height suffi- 
cient to secure fresh air without the disadvantages 
attending a greater elevation. To advantages of 
this kind woul 1 be ad 'led the exhilarating effects 
of fine scenery, and .f a luxuriant vegetation. 
Several of the f- reign residents at Tangier — the 
British Ambassador among others — have country 
houses on this hill. Mr. White, our Consol, 
a villa at its foot close to the sea, and here I was 
hospitably entertained. In the terraced garden 
were a great variety of exotic plants and trees, 
in the cultivation of which Mr. White delights. 
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Mr. Martin showed me another finely-situated 
villa, which he was getting into order for the 
occupation of visitors to this genial clime. The 
grounds were well planted, and one tree which 
flourished there struck me particularly on account 
of its beauty and the fine shade it afforded. It 
was a species of chestnut, having leaves very much 
larger than our chestnut-tree — Castanea vulgaris. 



CHAPTER II. 


AN EXCURSION FROM TANGIER. 

Taking a soldier for protection and Kador as guide 
and interpreter, I made an excursion to the south 
of Tangier on the road to Larache. The weather 
was still (Sept. 12) very hot, and when beyond 
the shelter of the town the heat was increased by 
a strong, oppressive east wind. Kador and I rode 
wiry little horses of good mettle, and the soldier 
was mounted on a mule. For a long time our 
way was over a succession of small elevations like 
sand-hills on the sea-shore. The chief vegetation 
of this tract was the palmetto, which grew in 
tufts, having sandy, arid spaces between them. 

We passed a great number of Moors returning 
from market with camels, horses, and mules. 
These were the only signs of industry seen on the 
road. At two hours from Tangier my aneroid 
showed that we had reached a height of 400 feet 
above the sea. At this spot there was a well, but 
the water, from being constantly disturbed by the 
feet of animals, was very dirty. Yet water in 
such a sultry atmosphere is indispensable, and 
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I learned from Kador how to extemporize a filter. 
Unloosening a fold of liis turban be stretched it 
across the vessel, thus straining the 'water as he 
drank. In this way we imbibed the tepid liquid. 
Beyond this well we traversed an extensive plain, 
partially cultivated with maize and durrha or 
millet. In the fields we passed we observed Moors 
lying about, prostrated, apparently, by the heat ; 
whilst here and there one would be observed praying- 
in a squatting position, the hood of his jelabecr so 
stuck up as to give to his, thus cone-shaped, figure 
the look of a white extinguisher. No Moor, of all 
we saw, was doing any kind of work. We passed 
the tomb of a Moorish saint. It was a small, white- 
washed, but ruinous, square enclosure, surmounted 
by a -white flag. These places, although as in this 
case close to the road, may not be approached by 
Christian or Jew without risk of giving deadly 
offence. 

Leaving the plain we reached the summit of 
a range of hills running in a north-easterly 
direction, their height at the point we crossed being 
barely 400 feet. On the southern slope the stunted 
oak-trees and wild olives formed a forest that 
afforded shelter to wild boars and more dangerous 
occupants. Until recently these hills were the 
resort of numerous outlaws. Here we passed two 
guard huts made of branches of trees, each hut 
sheltering four guards in a crouching attitude. 
Further on the trees and scrub had been recently 
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burned, so that over a large tract nothing could 
lie concealed. Kador said this had been done to 
save the expense of -watching. Upon hearing this 
I naturally asked, “ Why had not the whole forest 
been burned?” To this Kador replied with a 
knowing laugh, “ Sultan want part to make 
money.” The fact is, that a toll equivalent to a 
penny for every camel, horse, and mule, and of a 
halfpenny for each donkey, is exacted at these 
huts on pretence of guarding the pass. It took 
us three-quarters of an hour to cross this moun- 
tain, the ill-omened name of which was Malhamra. 
Thence we descended into a ravine, and a few 
minutes afterwards reached our stopping-place, a 
village situated on the slope of a hill. Reckoning 
the pace of the mule at four miles an hour — and it 
never stopped or slackened when once set going, 
— the distance of this village from Tangier was 
nineteen miles. Its ruler was one Busellam 
Boisha. Until a few' months previously he had 
been the Sheik and tax-farmer over a large dis- 
trict, but having been outbought by a rival he 
was now only headman of his own village. He 
was a thick-set, very dark, pleasant-looking per- 
sonage of about forty years of age. I had intended 
to commence roughing it by sleeping in the open 
air, but the Sheik insisted on my using a bell-tent 
of his, which was soon erected under the shade of 
some old trees close to the village mosquo. My 
dinner was cooked in his house close at hand. T 
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like the contrast of rough life for a time, and in 
some respects matters were more than rough 
enough to meet my views. For instance, salt 
being wanted, some filthy-looking, coai'se stuff 
like gravel was brought in by Hamet, the Sheik’s 
son, who transferred it from his own dirty hand 
to that of his father, which formed my saltcellar ; 
but the milk was excellent, and the water-melons 
fine and acceptable. 

During dinner the Sheik sat with his eyes fixed 
persistently upon me. He was not only inquisi- 
tive but very candid. He inquired the price of 
meat in England, and when informed, wished with 
a sigh that he could send his bullocks there. 
When told that London contained nearly four 
millions of people, he simply observed that he did 
not believe the statement. The front part of his 
bead presented the marks of two frightful sword- 
gashes received in a terrible fight. With regard 
to the outlaws of the neighbouring hills, it was 
alleged that itwas a very long time since any murder 
hadbeen committed, and to make the assertion more 
forcible it was added that it must bo about two 
years. The Sheik had two wives ; the one brown 
and free, the other black and a slave. Kador 
spoke of him as being very rich in flocks and 
herds, and I was told afterwards in Tangier that 
from 1000k to 1 500Z. would fully represent the 
value of his property. 

My bed, which was merely a mat laid on the 
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ground, was not only hard but hot, for the night 
was almost as sultry as the day. About midnight 
I was suddenly wakened, and, being alone, for a 
moment panic-stricken by the presence in the 
tent of what seemed to be some wild beast from 
the adjoining forest. It proved to be, however, 
only a large hungry dog from the neighbouring 
village, which, in search of food, had jumped the 
pack-saddle that partially closed the tent door. 
Unfortunately for me, this first attempt having 
proved successful, it was repeated again and again ; 
and thus, in spite of maledictions, as soon as I 
dropped off to sleep so surely was I roused by 
that persistent dog. 

One of the objects of my journey was to reach 
a river called AVad Mather, which flows near the 
village. It abounds in shcbbel, sometimes called 
the salmon of Barbary, and although not known 
to take the fly I was ambitious of trying my skill, 
and, if possible, adding it to the list of fish in 
which the angler delights. I was up early on the 
following day, and a walk of about half a milo 
brought me to the river. It was about forty 
yards wide, with banks which were flat and 
uninteresting. I had soon the satisfaction of 
seeing the shebbel rise repeatedly, sometimes with 
merely an eddy in the water like a large trout, 
but more frequently jumping high above the 
surface. It was a slender, clean-looking fish, 
apparently from two to three pounds in weight. 
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Kador said the fish jumped out of the •water 
because they were fighting with each other; so 
little do the Arabs know or care about things of 
the kind. Twice a shebbel rose to my fly, but, 
although for full an hour various sea-trout flies 
were tried, I was unsuccessful in landing a fish. 
This could hardly be wondered at considering the 
state of the weather, the sun being excessively 
hot and bright, with a strong east wind blowing. 
It is to be regretted that I had but this one 
opportunity of fishing at this place, but it Avas at 
least made certain that this fine fish will, under 
favourable circumstances, afford good sport to the 
angler. Ou getting back to the tent the thermo- 
meter was found standing at 90° Fahr. It Avas thus 
too hot to do anything, so we all went to sleep. 

I tried to tempt the Sheik by the present of a 
revolver to get me a shot at a wild boar. But 
although these animals are numerous in the neigh- 
bourhood they are not easily seen. The Sheik 
excused himself by saying that he was building 
and could not leave his workmen. A wall Avas 
being made in connexion with the mosque, but 
the work seemed more like that of children in play 
than of men in earnest. The most exacting trade- 
unionist could not find fault with the manner in 
which the Moors contrived to show a minimum of 
result for the pay they received, whatever that 
might be. 

In the evening I went out shooting through a 
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beautiful glade. It was flanked by picturesque, 
over-liauging rocks, and finely wooded with 
clumps of trees like an English park. A great 
flock of black goats were passed, which followed 
the call of a man to their night quarters like so 
many dogs. Three or four hares were seen, and 
& few partridges, a brace of which were bagged. 
Close to the tent a huge scorpion was found, 
which, haying first disabled with a stick, I managed 
to get into my cigar-case. The prize was exhibited 
to Kador, who, believing I was ignorant of the 
malignant nature of the creature, exclaimed with 
a sense of feeling and an earnestness for which one 
would hardly hare given him credit, “ Throw it 
down, it a bad thing. 0 God, it kill you [ ” 

The Sheik’s house, which was a little distance 
from the tent, was a long, narrow building covered 
with thatch, and resembled an Irish cabin without 
a chimney. A considerable space around it was 
enclosed with a strong hedge of cut, thorny shrubs. 
Into this his cattle and flocks were driven at night. 
The few dwellings which formed the village were 
constructed on the same principle, but on a smaller 
scale. 

The mosque was literally founded on a rock, 
which cropped above the surface. Its walls were 
of rough boulders rudely put together, and its 
roof was of thatch in want of repair. The in- 
terior, though small, was not unlike a country 
smithy, but the floor was scrupulously clean. 
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It being Friday and the Mahommedan sabbath, 
I had the fullest opportunity of observing what 
went on in the mosque. There seemed to be a 
perpetual Sunday school. It commenced at 5 a.m. 
and was continued until 8 p.m., and whenever I 
returned to the tent the same service or form was 
being carried on. Half a dozen boys sat in front 
of the teacher, who, stick in hand, was prepared 
to punish any show of inattention on the part of 
his scholars. The portion of the Koran they were 
engaged in committing to memory was written on 
a board, which was passed from hand to hand. 
One boy after the other took up the recitation in 
a loud, sing-song, monotonous tone. It must be 
granted that only a strong religious feeling could 
suggest this troublesome discipline. The fanati- 
cism of the Mahommedan is respectable because in 
matters of faith he is painstaking and generally 
consistent. 

As there was little or no twilight, it was dark at 
seven o’clock ; and this confined me to the tent and 
such amusement as the society of Kador afforded. A 
specimen of our conversation, taken from my notes, 
may not be uninteresting. Kador’ s great object, 
he said, was to make the Mecca pilgrimage ; and, 
if possible, to die in the holy city for the sake 
of a glorious immortality. Should he return, no 
money would thenceforth tempt him to travel with 
a Christian. Then, in the fervour of enthusiasm, 
Kador exclaimed, “ Come with mo to Mecca ! I’ll 
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swore you’ll go the Heaven.” To which, having 
replied that my ignorance of the Koran would be 
a serious obstacle, he began to give me the first 
lesson : “La illah, ilia Allah ; ” but he was inter- 
rupted and sternly rebuked by the soldier, who 
was a more serious Mussulman. The truth was 
Kador was lax in his conduct notwithstanding his 
professions. Although he would not eat with 
me, he drank my brandy only too freely — a very 
unorthodox proceeding. 

Kador was proud of his knowledge. He in- 
formed me that “ thousands of Moors, ignorant, 
know nothing, like wild boars; never sick, never 
dead, never anything.” By this he intended to 
convey that they never think of sickness, death, or 
anything. He also told me that tigers are common 
in England, and that Lord St. Maur had been 
killed by one there while engaged in hunting. 
The foundation for this legend was the fact that 
this nobleman had been, some time previously, at 
Tangier for his health and died soon after leaving. 

On the following morning I obtained the aid of 
a local sportsman, who took me through some 
millet fields, where fair sport at partridges was 
obtained. He brought us also to a garden be- 
longing to his father. The old man gave us 
delicious water-melons, the most refreshing of all 
things under a burning sun. His garden was 
provided with an irrigating wheel, which is not 
seen often in Morocco. 
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My breakfast, on returning to the tent, con- 
sisted of partridges and fresh figs. The cookery 
was not bad, except that the butter used by the 
Moors spoils everything with which it is used on 
account of its rancid taste. 

The mosque proved to be used for various 
purposes besides those of religion ; as a town-hall 
for the villagers to discuss their affairs in, and as 
a dressing-room for the Sheik. I saw him hav- 
ing his head shaved, and other personal matters 
attended to in the holy edifice. The Sheik took 
a very inconvenient fancy to my rifle. "Wanting, 
he said, to conciliate a certain governor in the 
interior, he wished to present him with the weapon. 
But, even under this pressure, its ownership was 
not changed; and he was obliged to be content 
with other compensation for his services. 

We left the village on our return to Tangier, 
shortly after midday, and soon overtook a man 
coming with merchandize from Arzilla. He in- 
formed us that on the previous day before he left 
that place there had occurred a sad event. A Jew 
boy was seen drinking, by some fanatical Moors, 
at a sacred fountain just outside the town. They 
instantly killed him by cutting his throat. So 
much for freedom of action in a country where 
coroners and juries are alike unknown. 

Though women are jealously guarded in Morocco, 
their condition among the lower orders is far from 
enviable. We met one groaning under the weight 
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of a huge load of household goods, while her 
husband stalked on a few yards in front with no 
encumbrance whatever except his gun. It was 
late in the afternoon when we arrived in Tangier. 



CHAPTER m. 


CASA BLANCA. 

J left Tangier for Mogador in the French packet 
Verite, on the afternoon of September 23rd. 
We steamed along the rock-bound lofty coast to 
Cape Spartel, seven miles from Tangier. This is 
the western extremity of the northern shore of 
Africa. It is the point often first made by vessels 
going to the southern ports ; and also, before 
turning eastward, by those bound for the Mediter- 
ranean. For this reason a lighthouse has been 
established hero by the maritime European nations. 
It is the only one in the empire, and was erected by 
a Belgian engineer on a spot granted by the Sultan, 
and declared to be neutral ground. It is a 
substantial structure in the Moorish style of 
architecture, and its commanding position on a 
high plateau adds to its effectiveness. The ad- 
ministration of this lighthouse is undertaken in 
turn by the various consuls at Tangier. The 
extreme point of land is formed by a large rock 
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that projects high from the water. Of this the 
sides are worn, by the action of the waves, into 
the most fantastic shapes. The beautiful paper 
nautilus is found about this Cape. Not far from 
the lighthouse and close to the sea, there is a 
remarkable cavern of large extent within which 
millstones are quarried on a somewhat extensive 
’• scale. The stones intended for the small hand- 
com-mills used throughout the country are, when 
conveyed to Tangier, sold at about six shillings 
each. 

After turning the right angle of land of which 
SjJaa'tel forms tho apex, our way lay well clear of 
the coast in a south-westerly direction to Casa 
Blanca, our first stopping-place. The run of 
160 nautical miles from Tangier to Casa Blanca 
occupied nineteen hours. The morning of our 
arrival was dull and rainy, with a strong south- 
west wind blowing. The roadstead is quite un- 
protected, and a heavy sea was rolling in from 
the Atlantic. This made the vessel a very un- 
comfortable resting-place as she lay at anchor 
about half a mile off the town. Steam was kept 
up in constant readiness, so as to enable us to get 
away at a short notice from the treacherous coast. 
Seven or eight schooners at anchor close to us 
were dancing madly to the wild music of the 
wind. The one thought uppermost among the 
passengers in the steamer was to get out of the 
discomfort. But it often happens that steam- 
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vessels with passengers and cargoes for the 
different coast towns are compelled to pass one or 
more of them without stopping, or else, having 
delayed a day or two, are obliged to leave without 
communicating with the shore. 

It was long before any boats put off to us, and 
Avhen they did arrive there was another long 
delay ; for we had to summon resolution to get 
into them, and to parley as to the exorbitant 
demands of the Moorish boatmen. No wonder 
that these fellows ask to be well paid for their 
perilous work. It is no uncommon thing on this 
coast for boats to be upset and lives lost in tho 
tremendous surf. What makes the idea of being 
upset particularly unpleasant is the presence of 
great numbers of hammer-headed sharks, as these 
voracious creatures abound all along the coast. 
Only a few months previously four masters of 
vessels that lay in the roads, three sailors and a 
Moor, were drowned by the upsetting of a ship’s 
boat, while attempting to navigate it through this 
dangerous piece of water. The Moorish boats are 
large, high in the bows, and strongly built. They 
are rowed by four men with short clumsy oars 
which an English boatman would disdain to 
handle. 

At last we left for the shore, and my first im- 
pressions of an African surf are not to be forgotten. 
Once within its clutches it was a neck-or-nothing 
game, and if ever delay was dangerous it was 
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here. Watching the opportunity outside the 
seething water, the men impelled the boat with 
their utmost strength on the crest of the ingoing 
wave. The tremendous velocity gained by this 
impetus caused, for an instant, the boat to rise 
high in the air on the swelling surface, and then 
as suddenly dip down the sheer descent of the 
subsiding water. This was the critical moment ; 
for were not the crest of the next wave as rapidly 
gained, that which followed inshore would swamp 
the boat. The wild excitement of the scene 
beggars description. With wild shouts and fran- 
tic gestures, the reis, or captain, at the helm urged 
the crew to renewed exertions ; and they, straining 
every nerve, yelled like madmen in response. 
Some Jews in the boat cowered down and looked 
like lifeless bundles ; but though the foam dashed 
over passengers and crew alike, we were all, thanks 
to Moorish strong arms, soon safely landed, and 
with no greater inconvenience than a thorough 
w etting. 

Dar el Beida, or Casa Blanca, “ White House,” 
was built on the ruins of Anfa, a town said to 
have been founded by the Romans. Anfa was 
destroyed in 1468 by the Portuguese, but they 
abandoned the place in 1515, soon after they had 
rebuilt and renamed the town. The plain on 
which it is placed is of great extent and very 
fertile. 

If we must acknowledge disappointment on 
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landing at Tangier, it was greater still in the case 
of Casa Blanca. Viewed from the sea its compact- 
looking walls, batteries, and couple of minarets, 
give it a respectable appearance; but inside the 
walls it is the dirtiest, most tumble-down place 
ever seen. Some of the Consulates ai’e substan- 
tial buildings, but most of the other houses are in 
bad repair. There are also many waste spaces. 
Of these not a few are covered with reed huts, in 
which when we saw them many Arabs, wretchedly 
poor, were encamped. The streets and open 
spaces were covered with fetid pools of stagnant 
water; and in these, as elsewhere, was every 
species of abominable filth. The wonder alto- 
gether was how people could exist in such a place, 
and, as might be expected, the public health was 
at a low ebb. The population is about 4000, of 
whom a large proportion are native Jews, and 
about a hundred are Europeans. Remittent fever 
had greatly prevailed, and the mortality among 
the Jews, in connexion with whom the number 
had been alone ascertained, had for some time 
been at the rate of ten or twelve daily. Some 
Europeans had also died, and one of our pas- 
sengers from Tangier was a priest belonging to 
the Spanish Mission, sent by that religious body 
to fill up a vacancy. The worst climate on the 
African coast could hardly show a higher rate 
of mortality. When I returned here (November 
6th) this had not materially lessened. The 
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cholera epidemic of 1868 lasted nearly seven 
weeks, during which 563 persons fell victims to 
the disease. Notwithstanding all this sickness, 
the place does not contain one European medical 
man. 1 

I walked round the walls, which were twenty 
feet high and made of tabia. They wei’e sup- 
ported at short intervals by square buttresses, 
and at longer intervals were small, square, castle- 
like towers, like those left to us in the town 
walls of medieval England. The country all 
round was flat and marshy, but there were good 
fig-orchards, and some fine palm-trees. The 
castor-oil shrub grew luxuriantly, as did also the 
aloe-plant ; and it may be worth remarking that 
I did not observe the latter in any of the places I 
visited to the south of Casa Blanca. Just outside 
the gate on the land side was the slaughtering- 
ground, where the offal of animals festering in 
the hot sun added to the pollution of the town. 
Fortunately it was well supplied with water, though 
this was also sadly polluted. The town was 
skirted on its southern side by a stream, made 
serviceable in turning the wheel of a little flour- 
mill. This wheel was horizontal, and though of 
..the rudest construction was on the principle of 
the turbine-wheel lately introduced from America 
into England as a great novelty. Close at hand 

1 Le Chol4ra au Maroc en 1 868. Par A. Beaumier. Paris, 

1872. 
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■was a well-kept saint-house of large dimensions. 
Within the surrounding enclosure grew a graceful 
palm-tree, the rich foliage of which relieved the 
glare of the whitewashed walls. 

At Casa Blanca we could obtain no reliable 
news of the Sultan. But a vague rumour was 
afloat that fighting had been going on in the 
interior. How difficult it would bo in England 
to realize the existence of an army in the field 
constantly engaged with the enemy, say in the 
Midland Counties, and yet no particulars as to 
its movements be current in London. Yet the 
distance would not be probably greater than that 
between the Sultan and his Casa Blanca lieges. 
The condition of things in Morocco was somewhat 
similar to that of England when the Norman 
William invaded our shores, and the high roads 
of the kingdom were mere track-ways. 

The exports of Casa Blanca chiefly consist of 
maize and beans. This and Mazagan are the 
chief ports for these articles of produce ; and in 
addition Casa Blanca exports more wool than any 
other place on the coast. The bar at the mouth 
of the river on which Rabat is situated, nearly 
sixty miles to the north-east, causes much of its 
produce, consisting of wool, carpets, and wax, to 
be shipped at Casa Blanca. Carpets and slippers 
are sent in large quantities to Gibraltar, from 
which place they are transhipped to Alexandria. 

Our steamer lost the first day of her stay here 
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on account of bad weather. The next day was 
emploj ed in getting out cargo and shipping maize 
for the Canary Islands, but during the night 
following we bent our course again for the south. 

The coast for a long distance here is flat and 
uninteresting. Azamoor, seated on a low hill, was 
sighted in the morning, and at the opposite side 
of a wide bay lay Mazagan, our next stopping- 
place, and here we anchored. 



CHAPTER IV. 


MAZAGAN. 

Mazagan, or El Bridja, in tlie province of Doqualla, 
is 210 sea-miles south-west of Tangier, and 50 
sea-miles from Casa Blanca. It is situated on a 
peninsula, and owes its origin to the shipwreck of 
a Portuguese vessel bound to the coast of Guinea. 
This was in 1502, and it is stated that the mariners 
took refuge in a tower found on the spot. By 
whom this structure, called the Tower of Alboreja, 
was built is not clear ; though it was probably due 
to some previous enterprise of the Portuguese. 
No mention is made of Mazagan by Leo Africanus, 
so that it could not have been a place of import- 
ance in his day.' The shipwrecked mariners were 
so pleased with the climate and fertility of the 


1 Leo Africanus was a Moor, born in Granada, who spent a 
great part of his life in Africa. Much contained in the re- 
markable accounts of his travels in Morocco, to which he 
appended the date a.d. 1 526, is applicable at the present day. 
The translation of this work, from which I shall have frequent 
occasion to quote, was by John Pory, London, 1600. 
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soil that, leaving twelve of their number well 
armed and fortified in the tower, the remainder 
returned to Lisbon to ask permission of the king 
Don Manuel to erect a fortress. This having been 
conceded they returned with men and materials to 
carry out their purpose. But they were almost 
immediately attacked with such fury by the people 
of Azamoor, as also by the neighbouring tribes, 
that they were glad to take refuge in the tower. 
They were soon compelled to abandon this position, 
and return to Lisbon. Again they made their 
representations to the king, who, in 1509, resolved 
to construct a square fortress, flanked at each 
angle by a tower. The existing tower of Alboreja 
was incorporated into the east angle, and as this 
was of great height it became the watch-tower of 
the fortress. 

The three newly-built towers were called re- 
spectively the Towers of Segouha, of Cadea, and 
of Rebate. This last afterwards became the 
prison for the nobles. Twenty-five cavaliers and 
100 foot soldiers constituted the garrison of 
the fortress. 

At the suggestion of the Duke of Braganza, 
who visited Mazagan on his way to the conquest 
of Azamoor, the King of Portugal again turned 
attention to the new settlement. In 1513 he 
sent one of the best architects in his dominions to 
add ]bo the strength of the fortress, and to build a 
town. This was square in shape, and enclosed 
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within walls in which were three gates. The 
principal gate, that on the land side, was entered 
by means of two drawbridges. Another gate, 
facing the sea, served for communication with the 
shipping ; and there was a third gate in the north- 
east wall, but this was soon permanently closed. 
The wall which enclosed the town measured about 
4500 feet (French) in circumference. This latter 
contained four churches, eight religious houses, 
and twenty-five streets, and the population soon 
numbered 4000 souls. The fortress, which occu- 
pied the centre of the town, was provided with 
great stores of grain, of ammunition, and every- 
thing necessary for a siege. It also contained a 
prison and a hospital. More than a hundred 
bronze cannon with two mortars served for the 
defence of the place. 2 

During the whole time of their occupation, a 
period of 268 years between 1502 and 1770, the 
Portuguese never ceased to be exposed to attacks 
from the Moors. In the year last mentioned the 
Sultan Muley Mohammed Ben Muley Abdallah 
sent an army — it is said, of more than 100,000 men 
— against the place. After the siege had continued 
some time the King of Portugal, Don Jose I., 
taking into account the frightful sufferings of the 
garrison and the impossibility of holding the town, 

» These details have been left by Don Luiz Maria do Conto 
de Abuquerqe da Cunha, who was one of the garrison at the 
time the order was received to abandon Mazagan. 
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except by constant bloodshed and at great loss, 
resolved upon giving it up. The defenders hearing 
this determination, in respect to a spot which they 
had so long and so dearly held, laid numerous 
mines, which were fired as soon as the enemy 
entered. In this way 5000 Moors are stated to 
have perished. Mazagan was the last stronghold 
of the Portuguese in Morocco. 

On their return to Portugal these valiant 
warriors were coldly received, and were soon 
afterwards sent to Brazil, where they founded a 
colony, to which they gave the name of Villa 
Nova de Mazagan, in memory of their former 
dwelling-place. 

At the present time Mazagan has many fine 
specimens of Portuguese architecture. The mas- 
sive fortifications towards the sea are quite per- 
fect, and in former times were formidable works. 
A large ruin, which is the most prominent object 
in the place, is, doubtless on account of the dun- 
geons which it contains, called by Europeans the 
Palace of the Inquisition ; but there is no proof 
that the building was ever devoted to the pur- 
poses of this oppressive tribunal. One fine room 
I entered was fifty feet in length by twenty in 
breadth. The remains of the four towers which 
formed the angles of the fortress were still visible. 
There were also ruins of a cathedral. But the 
work which struck me as most worthy of note 
was a magnificent cistern for storing surface 
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•water. Its roof, which is below the soil, was 
constructed of a series of flat, groined arches, 
supported by forty-two pillars of stone. It was un- 
questionably a Moorish work, dating from a period 
prior to Portuguese occupation. It was still used 
for its original purpose. Light was admitted by a 
circular aperture in the centre of the roof, while 
an entrance, provided with steps, led to the 
water. When stones were thrown from this 
entrance, a great crowd of bats, which made 
the cistern their home, rushed out. 

The walls of the town were surrounded by a 
broad but then empty moat. They were thirty 
feet wide in some places, and twenty high, form- 
ing on the top a fine promenade, from which was 
obtained a good view of the surrounding flat, 
uninteresting, but fertile country. From this 
place, towards the north-west, was seen an Arab 
village made up of conical huts, which resembled 
the barley-stacks of an English homestead. There 
was also a new saint-house within view ; this 
showed that canonization is still practised in 
Morocco. 

Mazagan has now but one gate, and its 
population is reduced to 2500 inhabitants. Of 
these about 800 are Jews. It owes its com- 
mercial importance to the great fertility of the 
surrounding country, the soil of which is admi- 
rably adapted for the growth of cereals and 
beans. There is also a large and increasing trade 
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in wool. Most European nations are represented 
here by consuls or consular agents. 

There was a small port or dock in connexion with 
the fortifications on the north side of the town, but 
it was only sufficient to admit very small vessels. 
Those of larger size arc obliged to anchor about a 
mile and a half off the shore. The wrecks of two 
steam-vessels that appeared above water proved 
the treacherous nature of the roadstead. 

There were seven Spanish and Portuguese 
sailing-vessels at anchor, loading grain for the 
Canary Islands, of which the agricultural industry 
lies in the production of wine and cochineal, the 
inhabitants being mainly fed by imports from 
Morocco. Mazagan has also a good deal of traffic 
with Rabat, and beans and maize are exported to 
England in considerable quantities. The Sultan’s 
victories had been celebrated here with more than 
ordinary zeal. Salutes were fired, powder play 
practised, and the shops decorated with little 
flags the size of pocket-handkerchiefs ; there had 
been, in fact, quite a gala- day. 

Notwithstanding its filth, its rough-paved 
streets, which retain all manner of abominations, 
the cesspools formed here and there by breaches 
in the pavement, and the entire absence of sewers, 
4he town is not generally unhealthy. There is 
little remittent fever, and typhoid fever is un- 
frequent. During the cholera epidemic of 1868 
the mortality reached twenty-five deaths in a day. 

F 
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Ophthalmia is very prevalent, and is attributed, 
with good reason, to contagion through the 
medium of flies. 

The summer is not so hot as in some other 
places on the coast. The warmest part of the 
day is about six a.m . ; later on, the sea-breeze 
commences to blow, and continues throughout 
the day, accompanied by a grateful fall in the 
thermometer. 

The neighbourhood of Mazagan would afford 
good shooting. There are plenty of partridges, 
and the desert partridge is not uncommon ; quails 
of two kinds, woodcocks, snipe, plovers, and cur- 
lews. The numbers of small hawks, owls, ravens, 
pigeons, storks, and starlings that were flushed in 
the ruins of the old town astonished me greatly. 

Fish abound, and one method of catching them 
is by enclosing large spaces on the flat shore with 
rude walls of stone ; these being covered when 
the tide flows in, and left dry when it flows out 
the fish which then happen to be within the 
enclosures are taken by the fishermen. 

When I returned to Mazagan (November 5th) 
I found that rain had fallen there on almost every 
day since the first week of October. The streets 
were so full of green puddles that it was difficult 
to get about. It is not easy to explain why Casa 
Blanca was so deadly, while this town, placed 
apparently under the same conditions, was not 
unhealthy in any marked degree. 



CHAPTER Y. 


MOGADOE. 

Oue next port of call was Saffi, but Saffi refused 
to receive us. Although the weather was fair the 
surf on this part of the coast made it impossible 
to communicate with the shore. So, as it not 
unfrequently happens, the captain was obliged to 
pass on, trusting to the chance of being able to 
deliver the Saffi portion of his cargo on the re- 
turn voyage. On the morning of the fifth day 
from leaving Tangier, the town of Mogador was 
discerned rising out of the sand-hills by which it 
is partly surrounded. Mogador is 138 nautical 
miles from Mazagan, and about 350 south-west of 
Tangier. It is the model town of the Moors, and 
from a distance has some claim to the name by 
which it is commonly known to them — Suer ah 
(the Beautiful). There is an island to the south- 
ward of the town, and the entrance to the port 
lies between the northern end of this island and a 
dangerous reef of rocks. 

The vessel anchored at about half a mile from 

v 2 
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the landing-placej and was immediately sur- 
rounded by native boats. A man, dressed in 
European clothes, and in whose face the Arab and 
the European were plainly blended, accosted me 
in tolerable English, and I accepted his services 
for conveyance to shore. This man’s name was 
Ali, and he was at first a great puzzle to me, but 
subsequently this was explained. Tlis father had 
been a member of a troupe of Arab jugglers, 
who, thirty years previously had visited London. 
While there the man married an English woman, 
and of this marriage Ali was the offspring. Poor 
Ali was sadly crippled by rheumatism; but he 
gained a livelihood by means of his boat and the 
patronage of the English residents. 

I was hospitably received by Mr. Yule, the 
representative of D. Perry, Esq., of Liverpool and 
Mogador, the principal merchant of the place. Mr. 
Perry’s house was built in the Moorish style, with 
a spacious patio in its centre. The lower apart- 
ments were used as stores and offices. Strings of 
camels from the interior laden with olive oil and 
other merchandize were received into the patio. 
There was something primitive and refreshing in 
the directness and simplicity of the whole pro- 
ceeding. The upper apartments opened on to a 
wide gallery supported on pillars that ran round 
the patio. The ceilings of some of the rooms 
were finely decorated in Arabesque patterns and 
bright colours . 
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My stay here, including the longer visit on my 
return from the city of Morocco, extended over 
some weeks. 

Mogador is in latitude 31° 30' N., and notwith- 
standing this approach to the tropics, has a re- 
markable equable and temperate climate. As a 
health resort I regard it as superior even to 
Tangier. But its distance from Europe and 
present want of accommodation are drawbacks 
from which Tangier is free. 1 M. Beaumier, 
Consul of France, has resided a great number of 
years at Mogador, and has made its climate a 
special study. I am mainly indebted to him for 
the following remarks. He also placed at my 
disposal some valuable meteorological tables which 
will be found in the Appendix. 2 

Notwithstanding the imperfections of its sani- 
tary provisions the town is remarkably healthy. 
This, in a great measure, is to be attributed to 
the ventilating and cooling action of the trade 
winds. Copious rains of short duration prevail 
from the end of November to the commencement 
of April, but chiefly in February and March. The 
south wind sometimes blows with great violence, 
and occasionally there are thunderstorms. At 
times rain continues for three or four days 

1 A boarding-house kept by two Jewish ladies, the Misses 
Macnin, affords limited accommodation, and a small hotel has 
been lately opened at Mogador. 

s See Appendix B. 
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together. But the winter cannot be regarded as 
wet. As a rule the sky is clear and the climate 
most enjoyable. 

Rain rarely falls during summer and autumn. 
A strong north wind then prevails along the coast 
from Cape Cantin as far as Mogador. The town 
is built partly on sandstone rocks, and partly on 
the sandy shore of the Atlantic, in such a way 
that in certain states of wind and tide the place is 
surrounded by the sea without being ever flooded. 
There are reefs of rocks at the north of the town 
upon which the waves break with great violence. 
The spray is carried by the wind into the town in 
the form of invisible particles of sea-water, and at 
times people’s clothes, hair, and beard become 
saturated. This is regarded as very healthful, 
but it has great disadvantages; iron rusts, and 
leather and other articles become mouldy in spite 
of care. The north-east wind is the great bene- 
factor of the place. Whenever the temperature 
rises this wind increases in force, after which the 
thermometer falls. It begins to blow at about 
9 a.m., and increases in force until about 3 p.m., 
when it gradually decreases until midnight, and 
from that time the night is calm. 

It is remarkable that the sirocco (S.E. wind), 
the terrible scourge which is experienced with 
fatal effects a little inland, very seldom, even in a 
modified degree, reaches Mogador. The towns on 
the coast to the north of Cape Oantin, as well as 
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those of the interior, are more or less subject to 
this wind. The position of Mogador explains the 
immunity. Although in the latitude of the Great 
Desert the town is situated far enough to the west 
to be outside the range of the desert wind. 
Places a little further north and more to the 
east are within its burning track. On rare occa- 
sions a perfect calm exists for a day or two, and 
this is the worst weather experienced at Mogador. 
The temperature then reaches, though rarely 
exceeds, 80° Fahr., and the sky, usually very 
bright, is overcast; the atmosphere seems thick, 
and a sense of lassitude and sleepiness is expe- 
rienced. 

Mogador contains about 15,000 inhabitants, of 
which number about 6000 are Jews and 150 
Europeans. The town is comparatively new. It 
was built in 1760 by the Sultan Sidi Mohammed 
ben Abdullah ben Ismael, and derived its name 
from the adjacent sanctuary of Sidi Mogodol. 
But it is, as already said, best known to the 
Moors as Suerah, on account of its beauty. It is 
the only town in Morocco which has been laid out 
with a view to regularity of plan. Like most 
Moorish towns it is divided into two parts, the 
citadel and the outer town. The citadel contains 
the public buildings and the houses of the foreign 
merchants. The Jews’ quarter is in the outer 
town. It is isolated and enclosed by walls ; but 
many of the better-class Jews live in the same 
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localities as the foreign merchants. The town is 
supplied with water by an aqueduct which brings 
it from a river about a mile and a half distant. 
In the part of the town occupied by Europeans 
the streets are of good width for a place in which 
wheeled vehicles are unknown, and are kept fairly 
clean. Moreover the drainage is here effected by 
sewers. 

The view of Mogador from a housetop conveys 
the idea of dreamy solitude. The bright sun 
shines out of the clear blue vault upon the white 
and dazzling walls of the silent town. The atmo- 
sphere seems to make itself visible by that strange 
transparent waviness which lulls the senses and 
invites repose. Looking westward nothing is in 
view but one boundless expanse of blue sea, 
while on every other side except at a long distance 
nothing is to be seen but sand. Close to the 
water the sand is level and firm, but towards the 
east it is thrown, by the violent winds which 
prevail in summer, into irregular hills of con- 
siderable height, the size and even the posi- 
tion of which are entirely altered from time to 
time. 

Mogador is the capital of the fertile province of 
Haha, but in consequence of its position it has 
no immediate rural connexions. Its inhabitants 
live by commerce, and its food supplies are 
brought from a considerable distance. Unlike 
Saffi and other towns grain is seldom exported 
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from Mogador. The fine olive plantations of the 
country to the south yield abundance of oil, "which 
forms a large article of commerce. Various gums, 
almonds, bces-wax, ostrich feathers, gold, some 
ivory, goat-skins, wool, and sundry other articles 
are also exported. Many of these articles arc 
brought to Mogador by caravans from Timbuctoo 
and the Soudan. 

There are a number of horse-mills for grinding 
corn ; and when I was at Mogador a small steam- 
mill was, for the first time, set going. It excited 
the jealousy rather than the wonder of the Moors ; 
for, as it has often happened in similar cases 
nearer home, they were afraid that the new 
machinery would throw those woi’king in the 
horse-mills out of employment. 

A good deal of Morocco leather, chiefly of that 
fine yellow colour of which slippers are so univer- 
sally made, is produced at Mogador. There are 
also some soap factories, but the manufactures are 
not important. The shops arc like those of Tan- 
gier, except that at Mogador arc none of those 
hybrid establishments in which we see 1 ho influ- 
ence of European ideas and customs in combination 
with those more primitive of tho Moor. 

A dispensary has been for some time established 
in the Jews’ town, which has been tho moans of 
effecting much good. Sir Mosos Montofiore, tho 
universal benefactor of his race, has boon u liberal 
donor to its funds. Tt is open three times a week, 
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and the attendance of patients ranges from between 
thirty to forty. There was a hospital containing 
a few beds, but it was closed for want of support. 
Dr. Thevenin, a French medical man, and an 
enthusiast in his craft, has charge of the dispen- 
sary, and to his courtesy I am indebted for many 
opportunities of professional observation. 

The poor class of Jews at Mogador, as in all 
the other towns of the empire, present, generally 
speaking, an unhealthy appearance. They suffer 
from the effects of bad food, want of out-door 
exercise, and ventilation. Yet the Jewish popu- 
lation does not succumb, as might bo expected, to 
severe diseases. Ordinary fevers are of rare occur- 
rence among them, and fevers of the remittent 
type are so uncommon that some years pass with- 
out a case being treated. I saw no case of pulmo- 
nary consumption, and Dr. Thevenin believes that 
it is not indigenous. The cholera epidemic of 
1866 passed lightly over Mogador ; two per cent, 
only of the estimated population fell victims to it, 
while the mortality at Tangier was four per cent., 
at Mazagan nine, and at Casa Blanca fourteen per 
cent. Indigestion, as might bo expected, is very 
common, as are also rheumatism and diseases of 
the skin. 

Generally speaking the Moors are averse to 
receiving medical aid from the infidel, but prefer 
trusting to the prayers and charms of their priests. 
My own practice among the better class of Jews, 
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and a few of the Moors of good position, was at 
times more extensive than I desired. I would 
gladly have been excused acting the part of 
amateur physician, when I had only recently and 
temporarily left behind the fag and responsibility 
of professional life. 

As I was on intimate terms with several Jewish 
families I had many opportunities of being pre- 
sent at their ceremonies and entert ainm ents. I 
was particularly indebted to the High Priest, 
Signor Joseph Elmaleh, for many acts of kindness. 
A Jewish wedding has been, when referring to 
Tangier, already described. Here, at Magazan, I 
witnessed a circumcision, which was celebrated 
with much rejoicing. It took place, according to 
the Law, on the seventh day after the child had 
been brought into the world, and in the presence 
of the mother while still confined to bed. The 
room was crowded with guests, and there was a 
small band of hired musicians and singers. One 
of the songs translated for me was very amusing. 
The desire of Jews to have male in preference to 
female offspring is well known. The song, among 
other points, declared that the mother had done 
well to have given birth to a son, and who, worthy 
of praise, should be held in honour. Had sho 
brought forth a daughter she would have been 
highly to blame. Those about her would liavo 
beaten her with a stick, and so on in tho same 
strain. 
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Many of the Jews of Mogador wear the costume 
of Europe, and are educated gentlemen. They 
have been to England or some other place abroad, 
and thus profited by their intercourse with the 
world. Others of their race, who have not had 
these advantages, are much on an intellectual level 
with their Moorish neighbours, and live and dress 
in the same manner. Some of the Jewish mer- 
chants are rich, although hardly so in the English 
sense. But in Morocco there are few luxuries, 
and money bears a high value ; a given income 
may therefore be regarded as worth double what 
it would be in England. There are no costly 
equipages to be maintained, and there are not 
even public promenades. The result is that, 
although the ladies possess expensive dresses and 
jewellery, there is not the same temptation as 
with us to constant expenditure on these matters. 

The better-class Jewish houses are large and 
substantial, and built in the Moorish style. They 
are, generally speaking, comfortably furnished in 
the European manner, though often with indif- 
ferent taste, there being too much glitter and too 
little regard to proportion and relative effects. 

The Roman or, as now called, Turkish bath has 
degenerated sadly in Morocco. There are many 
baths in Mogador, and by great interest I managed 
to gain access to one while it was unoccupied. It 
was a fair specimen of its class. The anteroom 
and cooling-room combined was a small apartment 
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opening to the street, and crowded with various 
articles ; there was also a sort of den to receive 
the bathers’ clothes, and beyond this were two 
small arched rooms parallel with each other. The 
first or outer room, which was very dark, had a 
moderately high temperature, and was furnished 
with a tap and cold-water supply. Separated by a 
door the room beyond was absolutely without light 
at all. Therp was no ventilation, and the smell such 
as to lead me to beat instant retreat. Yet in such 
wretched chambers the less fastidious Moors pass 
much of their time. The use of the bath is un- 
known among the Jew’s. 

I visited the Governor of Mogador, a fine-looking 
Arab about forty-five years of age. He was an 
important personage, yet his pay was said to be 
only a dollar a day. But his perquisites were 
various and valuable. For instance, there was a 
large number of soldiers at Mogador, and, from 
the sum allowed by Government for each man, the 
Governor took the lion’s share. He is obliged, 
however, to send periodical presents to the Sultan, 
like every one in a similar office. The Governor 
wore a jelabeer of fine white cloth, and was seated 
on a mat in the anteroom of his house. A cross- 
bill in a revolving cage like a squirrel’s, which 
was turned by the bird, was his companion. The 
Moors are fond of pets of all kinds. The Governor 
was friendly and pleasant in manner. Ho told 
me -with much satisfaction, that ho had done the 
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Mecca pilgrimage. We had a long conversation, 
among other things about corporal punishment, 
which he constantly ordered to be inflicted. He 
maintained that beating is the best preservative 
against crime ; but that it ought to be inflicted, 
as was the case formerly, by the force of the arm 
from the elbow only. He also said that it was a 
punishment in respect to which much judgment 
should be used, as the mere idea of being flogged 
would almost kill some sensitive men. I spoke of 
the great advantages that would result from a 
railroad between the city of Morocco and the 
coast, but his only reply was a wave of the hand. 
The dislike entertained by the Moors to any 
European innovations is very remarkable. 

The Moors who work at loading and unloading 
the steamers at Mogador communicate with the 
captains and crews in a peculiar jargon, which 
they suppose to be English, but which bears hardly 
more resemblance to that tongue than Anglo-Saxon 
does to modern English. It is true this Anglo- 
Moorish dialect is not copious, and can therefore 
he soon acquired; but no unaccustomed person 
could possibly understand a conversation held in 
it. I was as a listener often amused, and with the 
assistance of Captain Hogg here present a scrap 
of the lingo verbatim. It must be premised that 
the Moor, who acts as stevedore or headman of 
the men employed in loading and unloading the 
steamers, has frequently great trouble with his 



MOUADOR. 


79 


gang. The men are by no means fond of work, 
and it is difficult to keep them in the hold. Thoy 
stow themselves away in odd corners to smoke 
kief. Under these circumstances the stevedore 
goes to the first mate, and the following odd sort 
of conversation ensues : — 

Stevedure.-^-^Mr. Fircst Mate. This man nitliing 
sot down. Me speak era sot down. Him speak 
catch em smoke. By em by sot down, me speak 
em, catch em mate. Him speak, never mind for 
mate. What for this ? This no good, ewar ! 
Where is what for ? ” 

Mate . — “What man nithing sot down?” 

Stevedore . — “ This man.” Pointing to delin- 
quent. 

Mate . — “ Go down for below. Nithing sot 
down. Quick! catch em stripes, no good sot 
down for smoke, plenty work, quick down for 
below. Nithing quick; go for ballast; wark 
quark.” Thus urged the rebellious workman 
descends to the hold, and to his work. 

The phrase, “ Go for ballast,” is used in n orknes 
senses. As used above, it means that unde- c jtum 
contingencies the mate will throw the irm out- 
board. If any one dies, it is also said, he ’* go for 
ballast.” 

The captain is styled “Reis;” the J 
mate “Mr. Sticky-mate,” an epithet doubtless 
derived from his frequent use of the stick; the 
steward “ Storm ;” the sailors “ Silors,” &e. 
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This style of conversation, or, more correctly 
speaking, jumble of words, is extremely ludicrous ; 
carried on as it is with great volubility, violent 
gestures, and flashing eyes. Whether the words 
“ Wark, quark,” which so often occur, be Moorish 
or “ pigeon English ” I could not ascertain ; 
though they seem to imply some such meaning as 
belongs to our phrase, “ It’s like your impudence.” 

There was a Moorish beggar at Mogador, Moses 
by name, who devoted much attention to me when 
we happened to meet in my strolls about the town. 
He knew a little English, and it was amusing to 
hear the way in which he applied this knowledge 
in aid of his calling. The Moor believes in 
flattery, and Moses applied it without stint. Here 
is a specimen of the running fire of compliments 
he would pour into my ear as we walked along : — 
“ Fine fellow ! Clean man ! Buy all Mogador ! 
Englishman, one man all over world,” &c. &c. 
Who could resist such blandishments, or not 
indulge their repetition at the small cost of a few 
mozounas ? 



CHAPTER VI. 

EXCURSIONS PROM MOGADOR. 

The island at Mogador is rather more than a mile 
from the southern extremity of the town. It is 
nearly half a mile in length, extending along the 
shore, with a breadth at the widest part of about 
500 yards. Thus situated, the island might be 
supposed to form a natural breakwater against 
the impetuous roll of the Atlantic. But in this 
respect it is of little use. The water intervening 
between the mainland and the island is shallow and 
exposed to the headlong rush of the waves which 
sweep round its northern extremity. Here is the 
entrance to the port. From being narrow it pre- 
sents, during violent gales from the west, a scene 
of awful, and perhaps of its kind, unequalled 
grandeur. For the waves, breaking as they do on 
the rocks at both sides of the channel with a 
perpetual upcast of white foam, seem animated 
by a savage fury. At short intervals a mountain 
of water, backed by the tremendous force of the 
ocean, rolls swiftly but smoothly inwards until 

G 
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checked by the rocks -within the port. A ground 
swell is thus raised in which no craft can remain 
at anchor. For these reasons Mogador, as a 
port, is a mistake, and it is questionable whether 
these natural defects would be rectified by the 
outlay of any amount of capital; even if they 
could, and the port were made really serviceable 
there is much reason to suppose that the trade 
which might follow, though calculated at a high 
figure, would not be sufficiently remunerative to 
repay the expenditure incurred. 

On a few occasions of the kind described, steam- 
vessels have been surprised within the port, and 
compelled at all hazards to face the imminent 
peril of running out. The townspeople relate 
how, with bated breath and beating hearts they 
have witnessed from the beach, or from the house- 
tops, these courageous efforts. It is told how 
captain so-and-so, watching his opportunity, urged 
at the instant of a lull, and at the highest speed, 
his vessel over this treacherous path. It is added 
that repeatedly the gallant captain was met by the 
overpowering force of the incoming waves ; how 
that his vessel dashing backwards, then to one 
side, now to another, like a cork bounding on the 
surface of a waterfall, was momentarily expected 
to be split into fragments against the rocks. But 
the next instant the inward rush of water placed 
him in a position from which the attempt could 
be renewed, till it culminated in success. Then 
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a spontaneous clieer arose from all who wit- 
nessed this feat of gallantry and nautical skill, 
and each beating heart was relieved from an 
intense anxiety. Bravery of this sort, no less 
than any other, deserves to be held in honour; 
for a cool head, strong nerves, and all the quali- 
ties necessary to make up the heroic nature are 
absolutely required. 

Vessels provided with steam power can only 
attempt, with any certainty of success, entrance to 
the port. Very few sailing-vessels now resort to 
it, and these are chiefly Spanish from the Canary 
Islands. When these are overtaken by a gale 
such as that we have described, they are almost 
invariably driven from their anchors and hope- 
lessly wrecked. It is the custom of the crews to 
consult their own safety by abandoning their 
ships in good time. Some years ago an English 
captain, as renowned for his cool courage, as his 
experience of the port, persuaded his crew to 
follow his example and stand by their vessel. 
They did so, and though deserving a better fate, 
perished to a man. 

As an agreeable change, the island is a favourite 
resort of the European residents of Mogador. But 
the Moors and the Jews seem unable to understand 
why people should take the trouble to move for a 
purpose so indefinite or useless. Many respectable 
Jews told me, that, although natives of the place, 
they had neyer set foot on the island. I had the 

n O 
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pleasure of spending a couple of days there with, 
some of the English residents at Mogador. 

This island is the only quarantine station in 
Morocco, and is occasionally used for the purpose. 
Steamboats destined for Tangier and containing 
Mecca pilgrims from Alexandria, have been com- 
pelled, on occasions of an outbreak of cholera, to 
proceed to this place, nearly four hundred miles 
further. This, and justly, has been considered a 
great grievance, though it is one which at present 
admits of no remedy. 

There were a couple of good houses on the 
island, and in one of these we took up our 
quarters. It consisted of a patio or courtyard ; 
the four sides being surrounded by apartments. 
These afforded ample room for the ladies and 
gentlemen of the party ; and our mattresses served 
for seats as well as beds. But if, thus far, the 
Moorish habits were adopted, we lived otherwise 
in the true style of British profusion ; and during 
our sojourn in this retreat all experienced as near 
an approach to a state of mental and physical 
inaction as those neither Orientals nor true 
believers could attain. For the days were charm- 
ing, and the calm nights simply delicious. The 
air, tempered by the fresh sea-breezes blowing 
unchecked over the island, rendered endurable the 
direct rays of the sun. Looking over the island the 
sandy soil was seen to be overgrown with scrubby 
bushes and green succulent plants, which contrasted 
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favourably with the arid mainland. The sky was 
of the deepest blue; while at night the stars, 
reflected in the placid ocean, appeared as though 
magnified. Of these, some were new to the 
northern stranger, and, as might be fancied, 
returned his gaze with a staring lustre. On the 
land side of the island the gurgling waves were 
heard in dreamy monotony, while on its seaward 
side the restless billows plunged into the caves and 
crannies of the cliffs, with a power and rush of 
sound the sublime effect of which cannot be 
described. 

The northern end of the island was very pre- 
cipitous. In this direction a large piece of sand- 
stone cliff has been detached, probably by an 
earthquake, in such a manner as to allow the sea 
to flow between it and the mainland. Rising like a 
straight wall some hundreds of feet out of the sea, 
that portion of it facing the island was pierced by 
a great natural archway through which, in calm 
weather, boats could pass to the opposite side. 
The ledges of the rocks, as also the top of this 
detached cliff, were the resort of great numbers of 
cormorants and other sea-birds. Still more popu- 
lated was the interior of the archway. It was the 
home of innumerable wild pigeons. Many of 
these were constantly flying about the island, and 
from specimens we shot they appeared not to 
differ in plumage from the ordinary blue rock 
variety which they also resembled in rapidity of 
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flight. At sunset, and during the short twilight, 
these birds would arrive at the island in huge 
detachments. If, after they had settled, a gun 
was fired, the air was instantly filled with a dense 
and fluttering mass of animal life. The birds, 
however, soon returned to their resting-places, and 
at day-break were again on wing flying far inland 
in search of food. This habit probably acco . 1 ft 
for the regularity of their departure and iv a. 
Aware of this, sportsmen from Mogador take up 
their position at certain points on the mainland, 
and shoot them down in great numbers. The 
thing for wonder was how these birds, scattered 
as they were during the day over a wide extent of 
country, collected together at the approach of 
night, and flew away direct in compact bodies to 
their accustomed resting-places in the inaccessible 
rocks. 

Immense flocks of starlings also roosted in the 
shelter of the same rocks. It was a wonderful sight 
to witness the eccentric gyrations of these birds 
as they approached the island. At a distance their 
compact phalanx resembled nothing so much as a 
black cloud constantly changing its shape. At 
one moment it was elongated, the next it rapidly 
whirled round its axis ; then became a more 
compact body, was now triangular, and now of no 
regular outline. A moment more it ascended to- 
wards the sky; then, descending as swiftly, swooped 
along the ground. This method of going to rest 
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was certainly extraordinary considering that during 
each day these birds had, of necessity, traversed 
great distances in rapid flight. 

One night we tried fishing, though with little 
success, from the high rocks, beneath which there 
was deep water. As everywhere else, fish in these 
latitudes are capricious, and will not always take 
the bait. The best time for fishing here is on a 
dark night. Our rods were strong, finely tapering 
reeds five-and-twenty feet in length, and the lines 
were of wire, to prevent them being bitten across, 
for the fish were most voracious. The bait consisted 
of pieces of octopus. These our attendant Moor 
prepared for the hook by seizing a portion of the 
phosphorescent and semi-putrid mass with his 
teeth, and there holding it, separated it into pieces 
with his hands. It was a proceeding as savage as 
it was sickening. 

The island is too small to harbour game, but it 
abounded in cats which have run wild. These are 
said to live entirely on fish which have been 
thrown on the rocks, but small birds form, pro- 
bably, their chief food. 

The edible hawk — so much esteemed as a 
delicacy — is procured from this island. The flesh 
of the hawk tribe is regarded by us as totally 
unfit for food, yet one species is so much in re- 
quest in South Morocco, that the birds are sent 
from Mogador as presents to the sultan. I was not 
so fortunate as to meet with this dolieacy, neither 
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was I able to ascertain the species, but it is a small 
bird somewhat resembling our sparrow-hawk. 

Adjoining our house was a little mosque, which 
the pious care of a Government, intimately blend- 
ing in itself all the authority of Church and State, 
had provided for the residents. Early and late 
the solemn cry of the muezzin was sent forth to 
die away upon the waters; but we soon found 
that this good man was not so punctual in his 
movements as to render them a regulator for our 
watches ; in fact, lie seemed to ascend the tower 
just when it suited his convenience. Neither, so 
far as I could judge, was his cure of souls exten- 
sive, for, generally speaking, priest and congre- 
gation were united in his own person. Even 
with this liberty as to time, his life must have 
been wearisome and monotonous in the extreme, 
for we were told that during the period of twenty 
years he had never once left the island. Its per- 
manent residents consisted of fifteen men, chiefly 
ragged soldiers, who were the custodians of five 
batteries placed around the coast. The guns 
were iron 32-pounders, placed en barbette in the 
number of from three to five in each battery. All 
were deplorably rusty and honeycombed, and not 
a few had been dismounted and spiked by the 
French. Many others had been thrown into the 
sea by the same hands. 

When the French, under the orders of Prince 
Joinville, landed here, they met with a most reso- 
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lute resistance from the garrison of some hundred 
Moors, who fought with the desperation of men 
that expected no quarter. On both sides great 
slaughter ensued, numbers of the Moors perishing 
in their attempt to swim to the mainland. 

About a mile and a half south of Mogador is a 
Shluh village, called D’Jerbet. It is situated on 
the sea-shore, a small river running close beside 
it. From this cause, probably, almost all the 
inhabitants were more or less affected with re- 
mittent fevers, and the condition of some was 
very deplorable. This was the more remarkable, 
as at this date no cases of fever were known at 
Mogador. Mr. Yule enlisted my services for 
these villagers, and we visited tlio placo together 
on several occasion.^. This gave me tho oppor- 
tunity of inspecting the interior of the houses and 
of making myself familiar with the general 
economy of a Shluh village. The ono in ques- 
tion was enclosed by high walls of fit hi it, and the 
interior, in some respects, resembled a maze, for 
a series of narrow passages or lanes ran between 
the enclosures, each house having a walled-in 
yard, in which the cows, mules, and poultry of 
the proprietor were housed at night. 

In making our visits to this village we were 
sure to be assailed by a number of the moat 
savage dogs I ever saw. Without doubt these 
brutes would have torn us to piecos if they had 
not been driven off by the men before we dis- 
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mounted from our mules, for they seemed to be 
imbued with the true spirit of Mussulman exclu- 
siveness, and resented most fiercely all intrusion 
of infidel strangers into the precincts of the faith- 
ful. The villagers appeared to be industrious. 
They lived partly by farming and partly by acting 
as carriers to Mogador. They are also sportsmen 
in a way. Seeing some pigeons in confinement, I 
ascertained that these were used for catching 
falcons by means of a net. The latter birds are 
reared on the island, already described, which is 
opposite the village ; and being rare, their captors 
are considered fortunate if they take a dozen in 
the year. The falcons are thus highly prized, 
wealthy governors and others sometimes giving 
as much as 20 1 . for a single specimen. Many 
find their way to the sultan himself. 

The houses consisted of narrow rooms opening 
on to the courtyard ; usually a single room formed 
the entire house. It had no windows, and de- 
pended for light on the open door. In one end 
was the bed of the husband and wife, the children 
sleeping on a raised sofa-like bench placed along 
the walls. The other end of the room was filled 
by a large chest, a simple cooking-stove fed with 
charcoal, millstones for grinding corn, some cook- 
ing-vessels, and gourds for holding water, milk, 
and other things. The walls were lime-washed, 
and sometimes bordered with a decoration resem- 
bling the repeated forms of half an egg in a bright 
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colour. 1 Bawls of the handsome pottery in com- 
mon use were hung against the walls by means of 
strings passed through holes in the bottom rims. 
Bird-traps, ingeniously made from the rib of a 
sheep or goat, showed the juvenile taste for sport. 
The floors were scrupulously clean, and the whole 
appearance of the house reflected credit on the 
inmates. The locks and keys were of wood, such 
as are used in many eastern countries. 

How is it that in dwellings such as these, buried 
from the world and unconnected with, at least, its 
modern phases of civilization, a greater taste and a 
truer feeling for colour and ornament are found, 
than in the homes of corresponding classes among 
ourselves ? The cottage of the English labourer, 
the cabin of the Irishman, the boothie of the 
Highlander, are alike undecorafed by any art 
which belongs to the occupants. Celt and Anglo- 
Saxon alike seem to have little innate aesthetic 
feeling, or at least it requires peculiar circum- 
stances and aids for its development. But the 
Esquimaux who carves his pipe, the South Sea 
Islander who decorates his paddle or his weapons, 
the negro of Central Africa who scratches figures 
on his gourds, or the Moors in the seclusion of 
their villages, exhibit a conception of and inherent 
taste for art, rarely discoverable in the nature of 
our uneducated classes. 

1 The same as the egg and tonguo bordering seen on 
Etruscan and Greek vases. 
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Most of my patients were women — a circum- 
stance to be explained by the absence of the men 
from the locality during the day ; while the women 
were exposed both day and night to the noxious ema- 
nations from the river. Some of the women were 
fine specimens of their race, their features being 
regular, their figures good, and their hands and 
feet small. The younger portion had their eyelids 
blackened with kohl, and their hands stained with 
henna after the approved method. 

Many were tattooed on the chin with 
the figure represented in this wood- 
cut. It is a cabalistic figure in- 
tended to ward off the influence of 
the evil eye. 

It must not be supposed that the domestic 
virtues did not flourish in this benighted village, 
virtues which we are too apt to suppose belong 
almost exclusively to a different religious dispen- 
sation than that of the Prophet of Mecca. It is 
true that poverty alone prevented the villagers 
from being polygamists. But that is a question 
of morals which would be decided differently by the 
Christian citizens of Utah and New York. I can 
only say that if paternal and filial affection, patience 
in adversity, gratitude for help, and resignation to 
the will of God are Christian virtues, that these 
Mohammedans possessed them in a high degree, 
higher, it is certain, than many so-called Chris- 
tians. One middle-aged widow, who was seriously 
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ill, had brought up a large family by the proceeds 
of her labour in Mogador, to -which place, when in 
health, she daily repaired. An old, weather- 
beaten man, who had a certain shyness about him, 
proved to be a Spanish renegade. One little inci- 
dent of medical practice must be told; it may 
convey a valuable hint to some anxious mother. 
A miserably-nourished infant was brought to me 
for advice ; it had not been weaned, but, as it did 
not thrive, the mother had given what she con- 
sidered to be the most strengthening aliment 
within her reach — walnuts chewed to a pulp in 
her own mouth, and then transferred to that of 
the child ! 

I made several shooting and other excursions into 
the country in company with my friends. In some 
places partridges were very numerous, but, owing to 
the high cover, were difficult to shoot. In sandy 
places, overgrown with tall broom, we could often 
hear them rising on the wing close at hand, and 
in great numbers, and this without seeing a bird. 
The country was, in many places, very picturesque, 
the ground being broken by well-wooded hills. 
The date-palm was hardly to be seen; but the 
argan-tree gave the landscape a character of its 
own. 

The argan, like many other trees in Morocco, 
has a local distribution. It is only found south of 
the river Tensift, and at no great distance further 
south it again disappears. The province of Halia 
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contains man y large forests consisting entirety of 
these trees, and the oil expressed from the Vernal a 
of their fruit forms an important article of diet.- 
They are not lofty trees, but, by their tendency 
to spread, afford most grateful shade. The 
leaves are small, of a dull green colour, and sur- 
rounded by thorns. The bark is furrowed longi- 
tudinally and crossways, so as closely to resemble 
the armour - like skin of certain antediluvian 
creatures.* 

The largest known argan-tree was about four 
nules from Mogador. It was of great age, and I 
found that while it was not more than twi nty feet 
in height it covered a space of ground seventy-two 
yards in circumference. The trunk, which was 
very rugged and unequal, measured, near to the 
ground, twenty-six feet, and from this point soon 
branched out. The branches extended more or 
less horizontally and drooped so as to rest on the 
ground. From these other branches were sent 
upwards, thus giving the appearance of several 
trees in a group. This tree was a favourite 
resort of picnic parties from ilogador; and the 

* See Appendix E. 

* Referring to this province of Haha, Leo Africanns wrote, 
“ Likewise there are found in this region, certain thornie trees 
hearing a grosse kind of fruit, not unlike unto those olives 
which are brought unto ns from Spain ; the said fruit they 
call in their language Arga. Of this fruit they make a 
kinde of oile, being of a fulsome and strong savour, which they 
use, notwithatanDing, for sauce anil for lampes.” 
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Moors, mistaking the object of these visits, have 
concluded that the Christians have adopted it as 
their saint tree. 

Another more distant excursion, but somewhat 
in the same direction, was to the sultan’s garden. 
It was beautifully situated and well supplied with 
water, which in that country implies luxuriant 
vegetation, but it was utterly ruined and neglected. 
The house was in a tumble-down condition, and 
the ground overrun with weeds ; but there were 
some fine trees, the relics of former care and 
cultivation. In this neighbourhood we saw great 
numbers of partridges, and the spoors of the wild 
boar were frequent. 

Another tree abounding in these forests was the 
arar or thuja-tree, Gallitris quaclrivahis, a plant 
allied to the cypress, yielding a durable wood much 
employed for building purposes. But its trunk 
grows to no great height while the branches are not 
large; and these circumstances have made an 
unmistakeable impression upon the architecture 
of the country. The tree is of slow growth 
and not conspicuous for beauty ; but it is valuable 
to the world at large on account of its yielding 
gum sandarach, a substance useful for making 
varniBh. This gum forms one of the exports 
peculiar to Mogador. 

The long-standing fame of the thuja-tree has 
given it a place in ancient history. It was the 
citrus-tree of the Romans, and yielded the citron 
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wood which, in the palmy days of Rome, attained 
a price unknown for such articles, even in our 
own age. Pliny thus refers to this tree and its 
uses : “ In the vicinity of this mountain,” one of 
the Atlas range, “ is Mauretania, a country which 
abounds in the citrus, a tree which gave rise to 
the mania for fine tables; an extravagance with 
which the women reproach the men when they 
complain of their vast outlay upon pearls. There 
is preserved to the present day a table which 
belonged to M. Cicero ; for which, notwithstand- 
ing his comparatively me derate means, and what 
is even more surprising still, at that day too, he 
gave no less than one million sesterces (about 
900/.). We find mention made also of one belong- 
ing to Gallus Asinius which cost one illion one 
hundred thousand sesterces. Two i.-. jles were 
also sold by auction which had belongs I to King 
Juba ; the price fetched by one was one million 
two hundred thousand sesterces, and that by the 
other something less. There has lately been 
destroyed by fire a table which came down from 
the family of the Cethegi, which had been sold 
for the sum of one million four hundred thousand 
sesterces, the price of a considerable domain . . .” 
“ The largest table that is made from a single 
piece of wood is the one which takes its name 
from Nomius, a freedman of Tiberius Cassar. The 
diameter of it is four feet, short by three quarters 
of an inch, and it is half a foot in thickness, less 
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the same fraction. While speaking on this sub- 
ject, I ought not to omit to mention that the 
Emperor Tiberius had a table that exceeded 
four feet in diameter by two inches and a 
quarter, and was an inch and a half in thick- 
ness ; this, however, was only covered with a 
veneer of citrus wood, while that which belonged 
to his freedman Nomius was so costly; the whole 
material of which it was composed being knotted 
wood.” 4 

Dr. Hooker, President of the Royal Society, 
has kindly supplied me with specimens of the 
veneer procured at Algiers, where the wood is 
used for cabinet work, which is sold in Paris at a 
very high price. The varied markings of this 
material allowed the Roman connoisseurs the 
opportunity of fixing standards of excellence ac- 
cording to the rarity and other qualities of each 
specimen. 

Ordinary Arar wood has no beauty whatever, 
and that which was so much esteemed appears, 
like the pearl, to have been the product of disease. 
On this point Pliny again affords us some interest- 
ing information. “ These knots are properly a 
disease or excrescence of the root ; and those used 
for this purpose are more particularly esteemed 
which have lain entirely concealed under ground; 
they are much more rare than those that grow 

* Pliny, Nat. Hist., Book xiii., chap. 29. Bostoek’s translation. 

H 
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above ground, and that are to be found on the 
branches also. Thus, to speak correctly, that 
which we buy at so vast a price is, in reality, a 
defect in the tree .” 5 

* Nat. Hist, ibid. 



CHAPTER VII. 

JOITBNEY TO THE CITY OF MOROCCO. 

The European residents at Mogador seldom go to 
the capital ; years sometimes pass without any one 
making the journey, as it involves much discomfort 
and some risk. It happened, fortunately, that Mr. 
Broom, an English merchant of the place, wanted 
to petition the sultan in reference to a long unpaid 
debt owed by an influential Moor who lived in 
Morocco, and hearing of my intention resolved to 
accompany me. His knowledge of the country 
and the natives was of great service, and we set 
out with a much smaller party than I intended 
to have taken. In ordinary times the number 
would have been sufficient, but we afterwards 
found that more numerous guards wore greatly 
needed. 

Our party, besides ourselves, consisted of Leo, 
a Mogador Jew, interpreter, valet, and handyman 
in general ; Ben Ahia, a Moor, with a strong dash 
of negro blood ; and Mohammed, our soldior and 

u 2 
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official protector, a slightly-made, good-looking 
Shluh. Two other wild-looking Moors made up our 
number, one of whom, niok-named Timbarkate, was 
an athletic and amusing fellow, a keen sportsman, 
and, as he subsequently admitted, a rascal of the 
first water. We were seven in all, mounted on 
mules, strong animals, trained to go at a steady 
pace of four miles an hour for the greater part of 
each day. All except Leo were well armed ; the 
soldiers and the muleteers with long Moorish guns 
and daggers, while Mr. Broom and I carried shot 
guns for sport and revolvers for protection. 

The Moors excel in packing for a journey. Four 
mules carried all our equipments. Panniers made 
of strong grass interwoven were first filled with 
various requisites ; of these each mule carried a 
pair, across one of which the mattresses were 
packed, serving as a seat for Leo. The tent and 
other bulky things were stowed away in like 
manner on three other mules, all of which had 
riders. The soldier, like Mr. Broom and myself, 
was unencumbered by baggage. 

We left Mogador early in the afternoon, and 
striking eastward traversed the sandy plain on 
which it is situated. Just outside the town we 
passed a Moorish funeral. A great crowd of tur- 
baned men accompanied the corpse, which, borne 
by sorrowing relatives, was about to be placed 
coffinless in the earth, the crowd singing, as it 
went, a solemn dirge. 
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Here an instance of -wisdom in the precepts of 
Mahomet is worth remarking. Mohammedans 
have always buried the dead outside their towns, 
while we have only recently arrived at the con- 
clusion that this is a sanitary necessity. 

We passed, a little way beyond the town, a 
powder magazine, as also a small building which 
could only be regarded as a monument of Moorish 
incapacity for progress. It had been, till recently, 
used for the manufacture of percussion-caps under 
the superintendence of Europeans ; but difficulties 
arising, no efforts appear to have been made to 
overcome them, other than readily throwing up 
the manufacture. 

Our way now lay through miles of deep sand, 
covered with nothing but the waving branches of 
the artim, or white-blossomed broom, which grows 
to a considerable height. Then commenced a tract 
in which the sand disappeared and the argan-tree 
flourished. In some places these trees were so 
large and numerous as to form a forest of con- 
siderable extent. It was a beautiful tract as seen 
when the slanting rays of the sun lighted up the 
rugged and gnarled trunks of the old trees, and 
as a landscape was worthy of Knskin’s descrip- 
tive power. As we passed along we flushed covey 
after covey of partridges, and longed to go in 
pursuit. At last Timbarkate, seeing one of the 
birds on the ground, succeeded, by a peculiar cir- 
cumventing method used by the Moors, in ap- 
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proaching close enough to shoot it with a ball 
from his clumsy weapon. The gesticulations and 
self-applause of this wild fellow, as he triumph- 
antly brought us the bird, were highly amusing. 
I killed a beautiful hawk, the skin of which, when 
shown at Mogador, was said to be that of a bird 
unknown there . 1 

Soon after, a cavalry soldier, mounted on a fine 
horse, overtook us, saying he would accompany 
us as our destination was the same. We found 
him a pleasant fellow, but neither then nor after- 
wards could we get any satisfactory account of 
where he came from, or under what orders. We 
conjectured that he was sent as a spy on our 
movements. Our ride to-day was on tlio whole 
very pleasant. The air was balmy, the heat not 
excessive, while there was a sense of exhilarating 
freedom in thus exchanging the shut-in Moorish 
town for an open, yet finely- wooded, country. 
Not only was the argan-tree abundant, but also 
those of the arar and wild olive. As no rain had 
fallen, the ground was parched, and, but for the 
trees, the country would have been a desert. On 
the left fine views were obtained of the picturesque 
Iron mountains. Had there been grass, many of 
the views would have been those of an English 
park ; and, as it was, some of the tree-covered 
hills at a distance closely resembled the wooded 


1 It proved to be Melierax polyzonus. 
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heights of Surrey. The road, although in some 
places a mere bridle-path, in others expanded into 
one fairly wide - and worn smooth by the feet of 
mules and camels. 

As we left Mogador late this was a short day’s 
journey of not more than twelve miles to the 
inzella of Lar Arta. It is undesirable to travel 
at night, and it is always necessary to stop at an 
inzella, or place appointed by the Government for 
the reception of travellers. These inzellas are 
situated at convenient distances on the line of 
road between different places. They consist of 
enclosures, more or less spacious, surrounded by 
high walls, but sometimes by almost equally 
secure fences, made with closely-packed branches 
of the thorny sidra shrub. A custodian is appointed 
to take charge of each station, and as there is 
generally a village in connexion with the inzella, 
the head man acts in this capacity. It is his duty 
to set a guard at night, so that travellers under 
his protection may not be suprised by the robbers 
and freebooters with which the country abounds. 
Camels, horses, mules, and asses, are also received 
into the enclosure. Fires are lighted by the 
travellers for the preparation of meals, and they 
sleep stretched on the ground in the open air, or, 
more rarely, in tents. 

The people of the inzella receive a mozouna or 
two, even the latter sum does not amount to a 
penny, for each animal taken into the enclosure. 
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Tet such is the parsimony of the Arabs that they 
sometimes prefer to cross mountains in order to 
avoid these small charges. When Europeans 
arrive they are surrounded by a crowd full of 
curiosity, and who, inspired by the hope of high 
pay, are generally civil and obliging. Live fowls, 
eggs, milk, and bread are brought for sale from 
the adjoining huts. Butter is also to be had, but 
no untrained stomach can endure it. As for both 
bread and milk, it will be better for the traveller, 
if he values his peace of mind, not to trouble 
himself about the sanitary condition of the dwell- 
ings from which they have been brought, nor the 
state of the women’s hands through which they 
have passed. 

It is desirable not to stop, if possible, at an 
inzella near the bounds of a province. The reason 
is, the ruffians of the adjoining province pass from 
its jurisdiction and congregate at the enclosure. 
In order to do away with the great evils arising 
therefrom, it sometimes happens, as in the case of 
the sanctuary of Sidi Moktar, where formerly, in 
association with an inzella, four provinces met, 
that the boundaries have to bo altered, since 
a sanctuary cannot be disturbed. 

September 30th, we were astir early, but a 
vexatious delay occurred. One of the mule’s 
bridles had been stolen, and we had nothing to 
replace it with. By the offer of a small reward it 
was at last brought back. The Moors are much 
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given to petty thefts, and the ingenuity with 
which they excuse or rebut a charge brought 
home to them is sometimes as amusing as it is 
provoking. 

During the delay my companion and I employed 
ourselves in shooting doves, which abound about 
the villages in wooded districts. The species was 
the same as I had met with in the north. It was 
nearly seven o’clock a.m. when we left the inzella, 
and after a ride of about an hour and a half wo 
passed piles of stones which form the boundary 
between the provinces of Haha and Shedma. 
Two hours later the station of Ivlata 1’Halsan was 
reached, where, under the shade of some olive- 
trees, and close to a well, we stopped to breakfast. 
Near at hand, perched on a hill in the full glare 
of the scorching sun, was a large saint-house. It 
had a defiant aspect, and could not be approached. 
Moreover, the manners of the inhabitants of the 
place differed from that of the Mogador people, 
and indicated that as we advanced inland sullen 
glances would change to looks of hatred. 

-After leaving this inzella we passed by the way- 
side a heap of stones, the purpose of which it was 
difficult for a stranger to guess. It was a murder- 
cairn, and they are not infrequent in the country. 
A poor wretch had, some time or other, been way- 
laid on the spot and sent to his last account. 
Forthwith it became the duty or privilege of 
devout passers-by to place a stone on the place, 
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and this had been done, till now a considerable 
heap stood there. This custom may have arisen 
more from a superstitious than a religious feeling, 
but with all its faults there is something in the 
creed of Mecca which tends to soften and 
humanize the hearts of rough, untutored men. 

Our way lay through many miles of palmetto 
tufts, with hardly, so far as we could see, any sign 
of cultivation. Afterwards the soil became sandy, 
and for some distance broom again prevailed. 
Beyond this there was an abrupt rise of ground, 
on the crest of which my aneroid indicated a 
height of 1400 feet. A mile further on, at a 
height of 1250 feet, and distant from Mogador 
about forty-eight miles, the vast plain of Morocco 
opened out. The whole country was here covered 
with an ugly, low-sized thorny bush. 

It was dark when we reached Ain O’must, our 
stopping-place. We had had a hot ride of forty 
miles, and both men and animals wore tired and 
thirsty. As soon as we had dismounted at the 
inzella some of the mules which were set free, 
guided by unerring instinct, rushed down hill 
through the darkness to a spring at a considerable 
distance. Mr. Broom and I followed, only to find 
that the water stirred up by the feet of the 
animals was thick with mud. Yet, so great was 
our thirst, even in this state it was acceptable. 
On returning to the inzella our men protested 
that they were too tired to pitch the tent, and that 
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it was unnecessary, as the night was fine. A little 
firmness soon got over this difficulty. Next the 
villagers declared that they had no eggs nor fowls, 
and it was only by threatening to report them to 
the sultan that necessary supplies were obtained. 
Altogether we had here a chapter of troubles, but 
there was also something to amuse. 

Just outside the gates of the inzella a number 
of Moors seated in a circle were gravely discussing 
the topics of the day, among which our persons 
and personalities were on the tapis. The proper 
method of treating us was also a point discussed. 
We could see their white turbans moving to and 
fro in the darkness, and we felt that our suppers 
might depend on their decision. These reunions 
among the Moors show that they are a clubable 
race. Indeed every village would seem to have its 
open-air evening club. 

We were not sorry to get away from this 
inzella, for, as seen in the early dawn, our fellow- 
travellers and companions of the night were 
an unsightly set, whose company we did not covet. 
Soon after leaving I shot a small owl about the 
size of a thrush ; a matter not worth mentioning, 
except for the temporary mutiny it raised among 
our men. The row was quelled by my promising 
not to kill another. Here, as in some other 
countries, superstition protects the birds of 
Minerva. The country traversed was undulating, 
tony, and barren, with hardly any vegetation but 
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the small sidra shrub. The ground was thickly 
pierced with rat-holes, although it was difficult to 
conjecture what the wretched animals found to 
eat in such a parched desert. Squirrels were also 
seen, and it afforded our Moors something of the 
excitement of the chase to hunt them from bush 
to bush. This uninviting country is scantily in- 
habited by a tribe of indifferent reputation, who 
long ago were removed here from the Sahara. Some 
of these wild fellows who were working at a deep 
well at which we stopped were unincumbered by 
any covering except what the last demands of 
decency required. 

At about a dozen miles from Ain O’rnust, on the 
right hand side of the road, wo passed the famous 
sanctuary of Sidi Moktar already mentioned. 
From Sidi Moktar to Seshoua was a dreary ride of 
nearly twenty miles under a burning sun and over 
a stony, parched soil which threw back upon us 
the sun’s heat. At one place, close to a curiously 
shaped hill, there is a large dilapidated cistern 
without water, and in this state it has long re- 
mained. Yet every summer men and animals die 
of heat and thirst in this part of the route between 
the metropolis and the coast. Thus it is that a 
despotic government cares for its subjects. 

Close to Seshoua, and at about a quarter of a 
mile to the left of the road, is another curious hill. 
As we approached it was deceptive in appearing 
nearer than it really was. It was flat-topped, and 



■TOUBNEY TO TUE CITY OF MOKOCC'O. 109 


resembled a loaf of sugar with its upper half 
removed, and rose abruptly out of the vast plain. 
Between this hill and the river traces of ruins 
covering a considerable space were observed. They 
appeared to be foundations of stone buildings, but 
we could obtain no information with respect to 
them. 

At last, after anxiously scanning the horizon 
many times in vain, a welcome fringe of oleanders 
was discovered. Wherever in its own arid climates 
this beautiful shrub stows, water is certain to be 
at hand. The sight infused fresh vigour into all ; 
for we had ridden about thirty miles, and were 
nearly exhausted. For a large part of the way 
we had suffered much from thirst, as the Arabs, 
who seem to have no forethought, had neglected 
or wasted our supply of water ; and we resolved 
in this important matter not to trust to them 
again. 

As water in this climate means life, Seshoua 
presented an agreeable contrast with anything we 
had seen since leaving: Mogador. Irrigated fields, 
in which maize was springing up, presented that 
shade of delicate green which is so grateful to the 
eye. Yarious trees and shrubs abounded in rich 
profusion. How gladly we threw ourselves from 
the saddles under the perfect shade of luxuriant 
olive-trees from which the fruit was constantly 
dropping! What a value the river had in our 
eyes as we drank draught after draught of its 
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tepid water! Our paradise, it must be owned, 
was a trifle too warm. My thermometer, hung 
under the trees, indicated 94° Fahr. A strong 
north-east wind was blowing at the time, yet the 
air was as hot to breathe as the water was to 
drink. Although ascending rather rapidly after 
leaving the level of the sea-board, the temperature 
quickly increased. At Mogador the heat rarely 
exceeded 80° Fahr. ; at Seshoua, eighty miles in- 
land, where the elevation is 1200 feet, the heat 
was exceptional even for the tropics. 

The object of our early arrival and delay hero 
was to fish. I was desirous to try once more 
this sport in a Morocco river. After refreshing 
ourselves we went down to the stream, though 
in the fierce heat it required an effort to do so. 
The sight and noise of the flowing water, with its 
verdant banks, excited that kind of vivid pleasure 
which a sudden and agreeable contrast always 
imparts. The river, which flows north to join 
the Tensift, was very low. The volume of water 
did not exceed that of a good-sized mill-stream, 
but its worn banks and rather extensive bed, 
broken here and there with little islands, showed 
that in the rainy season its dimensions are con- 
siderable. We used for bait bread moulded on 
the hook, and -also bits of meat, selecting the 
deepest pools to cast in. We were rewarded by 
the capture of a number of small fish which took 
the bait freely. The sport would have been good 
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under more favourable circumstances. But shade 
was wanted, and we felt uncomfortable as to 
venturing amid the overhanging shrubs, lest we 
should be regarded as intruders by a puff-adder, 
or some other deadly reptile, attracted, like our- 
selves, by water and protection from the sun. 

Our fishing was also greatly interfered with by 
the voracity of creatures we never bargained for. 
Again and again the bait was taken from the 
hooks without the usual indication of a fish 
seizing it. But on drawing one of the lines quietly 
up it was observed that the bait was followed to 
the surface by a large tortoise. Having discovered 
the secret, we were able to bring the enemy into 
view repeatedly. Afterwards, as if getting bolder 
by success, this and others of its kind began to 
swallow our hooks, and our lines were broken in 
the attempt we made to pull them out of the water. 
At last, by great management, I contrived to land 
a floundering fellow weighing several pounds. He 
behaved in so reserved a manner that nothing was 
to be seen of his head, for the line passed deeply 
beneath his uncouth armour. By pulling the line 
strongly both head and neck were slowly pro- 
truded, and the hook was found firmly embedded 
in its jaws. To regain this, we decided on a 
surgical operation. So keeping its neck steadily 
extended by means of the line, 1 proceeded to 
operate with my pen-knife. But no sooner did 
cold steel enter its flesh than back flew the head, 
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as if governed by a powerful spring, into its 
tortoiseshell case, and snap went the line with a 
whiz, leaving the operation, unless with the aid of 
chloroform, hopelessly unfinished, and myself as 
hopelessly deprived of a hook. 

This water-tortoise ( Leprosa Glemunjs ) is com- 
mon in the rivers of Morocco. They may be ob- 
served poking their heads just above the water, 
to breathe; but their power of remaining long- 
under the surface must also be great. They often 
crawl out of the water on to the banks, off which, 
when disturbed, they plunge with a loud splash 
which is startling. I wanted Timbarkate to carry 
off my sport-destroyer as a trophy, but with the 
most ridiculous grimaces of disgust he absolutely 
refused to touch it, pointing out that it emitted a 
most disagreeable smell. It was a piece of know- 
ledge I regretted to have acquired. It shook my 
faith for the time in the purity of the element 
I had recently so largely imbibed. There was, 
however, no need for apprehension that a thirst 
such as we had experienced would not get over 
this and far greater scruples. This water-tortoise 
is very voracious, and, as we proved, devours 
equally vegetable and animal substances. 

A practical inconvenience arising out of Leo’s 
religion had to be met. Our delay here would 
cause us to arrive in the city on the second 
instead of the day following our leaving this ; and 
that day would be the holy Bosh-ha- Shanah, or 
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New-Year’s Day of tlie Hebrews, on wkicb, being 
a strict holiday, no orthodox and pious Jew, such 
as one finds in Barbarv, would travel. Nothing 
else could be done than to send him on with the 
cavalry-soldier, who agreed to escort him. Our 
own arrangements were also so disturbed as to 
make it necessary for us to send on our tent 
under their care. 

The inzella here was surrounded by high walls, 
and as the night, like the day, was extremely hot, 
we resolved to brave all risks rather than pass the 
night in that stifling enclosure. We hoped to 
find cooler quarters in the open under some fine 
trees, and proposed that we should watch by 
turns for protection ; but no persuasion could 
induce our soldier to agree to this plan. 

There was nothing to be done but to put our 
mattresses side by side in the inzella, and try to 
sleep as best we could. I had been consulted 
professionally by several of the villagers, and they 
were obliging and attentive ; but nothing could 
compensate for the drawbacks of that terrible 
night. The floors of all the inzellas two covered 
to the depth of some inches with straw broken 
short, leaves of trees, together with the dried 
dung of camels and other animals. This com- 
pound harbours innumerable insects, from which 
we had already suffered more or less ; but on this 
sultry night all the powers of the insect world 
seemed to have combined against us. We tried 

1 
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to eat a frugal meal of bread and milk and boiled 
eggs, but no sooner was a candle lighted than it 
was extinguished by a host of assailants in the 
shape of gigantic moths, bizarre grasshoppers, 
and, worst of all, great foul-smelling flying bugs. 
This was the least part of our troubles, as we 
managed to dine in the dark ; but when wrapped 
in our jelabeers, and otherwise partially undressed, 
for it was impossible to retain all our clothes, we 
lay down to sleep, we found ourselves at the 
mercy of far more malignant enemies. Fleas, 
ticks, bugs, ants, midges, mosquitoes, and other 
insects for which we could find no name, as well 
as some which are best nameless, all things, in 
short, which could crawl or fly seemed on that night 
to make common cause against us. They attacked 
with suckers, with pincers, and with burning awls 
till we were almost frantic. 1 was constantly 
expecting that a few scorpions would give a 
finishing touch to our misery, for there must 
have been many in the old walls close to where 
we lay. What would have been the end of it is 
hard to say had it not been for a sovereign remedy 
which was fortunately at hand. I had with me a 
box of Persian powder, 2 and wherever the intru- 
ders were thickest we rubbed this into our skins. 

’ This powder is made of the dried leaves of Pyrethrum 
roseum and is an invaluable insecticide. It can be obtained in 
London, and should always be carried by travellers who intend 
to rough it in hot climates. 
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The effect was almost magical. At these spots 
the invasion was subdued, and by constant appli- 
cations of the powder we gained comparative 
ease, till at length, worn out with worry and 
fatigue, we rested and slept. 

One of the drawbacks to travelling in this 
country is vermin, and the apprehension of losing 
blood from the parasites of the Moors was much 
more before my mind than its loss from their 
daggers. Even the constant use of the bath, the 
shorn heads and scrupulously clean clothes of the 
upper classes do not, in all cases, fit them in 
this respect to be trusted. The theory of equality 
leads to a constant intermixture of classes. The 
saint whose clothes are never washed or changed, 
and are consequently a mass of filthy rags, elbows 
the governor, or sits beside him. The servants 
constantly squat close to you, and every divan or 
seat that is sat upon involves a risk. 

Oct. 2. — "We gladly left the uncomfortable quar- 
ters long before daylight. The whole plaiu was 
mainly covered with sidra bushes. In the dawn- 
ing light we saw some gazelles gracefully scamper- 
ing away through the bushes. At about ten miles 
from Seshoua we reached tho village El Beeda, 
where there was a small, but swift stream of good 
water. The huts of this village were conical, 
appearing like an assemblage of large beehives. 
They closely resemble those found in the interior 
of Africa, but are not met with in the north of 



116 


MOROCCO AND THE MOORS. 


Morocco. Some young girls came out and offered 
us water to drink. They wore necklaces of large 
beads with amulets of various kinds, and rudely 
engraved rings of unsoldered brass. Water, as 
usual, had produced its effects here in the shape of 
green fields and fine trees. 

We crossed here the bed of a dry winter- 
torrent which forms the boundary between the pro- 
vinces of Woled-Bu-Sba and Bled-Ahmar. Here 
some rough-looking tax-collectors sat crouching 
under the shelter of a few cut branches of trees 
rudely put together. Every animal passing from 
one province into another must pay toll, but no 
demand was made upon us. 

About ten a.m. the station of Mzoudia was 
reached. This place, which is about thirty miles 
from Morocco, boasts to be something more than 
an inzella. It is a stronghold of the government. 
There is a square space enclosed by walls about 
twelve feet high, with an adobe tower rising to 
thirty-five feet. T he people here were extortionate, 
asking us about three halfpence each for eggs, or 
twelve times the proper price. They were a rough 
set, and were surrounded by a pack of ferocious 
dogs. The heat was again excessive, and men and 
animals were almost unable to proceed. Our 
unwarlike soldier especially complained, so we 
rested about three hours. 

From this place the plain was thickly covered 
by a shrub about three feet high which prevailed 
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all the way to the palm-groves of the city. It 
gave the country a monotonous and dreary aspect. 
But in this district there is a good deal of 
cultivated land, and a good many fields of wheat- 
stubble were passed. 

On the left-hand side of the road, near Mzou- 
dia, were three small isolated hills called Coudiat 
Ardhous. According to local tradition, Ardhous 
or Arthous was the name of a celebrated Christian 
of a remote period who buried an immense treasure 
in this locality. The passage which leads to the 
treasure is thrown open on one particular day 
every year, but always in a different spot. As 
nobody knows either the time or the place, no one 
has been fortunate enough to obtain the treasure, 
but the sharif who defended the neighbouring 
sanctuary of Cherrady against the arms of Muley 
Abd-er-Bahman. A portion of the buried hoard 
was employed in making war against the sultan, 
who nevertheless succeeded in destroying the 
sanctuary and dispersing the inhabitants. 

My friend M. Beaumier believes that this 
treasure story, which is implicitly credited, is 
founded on the fact of a gold-mine having been 
worked here in ancient times. The abundance of 
quartz found on and about the hills makes this 
probable. 

Our journey to-day was about thirty miles, and 
we passed the night at the inzella of Mshra 
ben Kara, another walled enclosure with a rickety 
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•wooden gate. There was another acceptable little 
river here. I was awoke during the night by 
some big drops of rain falling on my face. This 
was the first indication of the wet season, but 
nothing more resulted and the barometer remained 
steady. 

Oct. 3. — We left early and soon passed two 
small streams, and at about three miles from 
Mshra crossed a larger one. Not more than a 
dozen yards from this we reached the river Nifys, 
which, from bank to bank, is at this part about 
eighty yards wide, but the water, except where 
pools were formed, was at this season a mere 
stream easily forded by horses. This river takes 
its rise in the Atlas chain, and, flowing through 
the plain of Morocco in a north-westerly direction, 
discharges itself into the Tensift. Its source 
accounts for the variable volume of water it con- 
tains, and its impetuous torrent during the rainy 
season. It then becomes dangerous to cross, and 
as it happens every year is even impassable for 
many consecutive days. Curiously enough another 
satellite stream was passed about the same distance 
from the farther bank as that already mentioned. 

A little beyond the spot where we crossed the 
river, we passed the inzella el Youdy, or inzella 
of the Jews, so named because it was established 
in consequence of the murder of some Jews, on or 
near the site. From this, as we passed onwards, 
we found the colour of the earth to be a reddish 
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brown, and that much of the land was under 
cultivation. Gradually the magnificent palm-trees 
of Morocco, at first indistinctly seen on the horizon, 
came more and more into view, and with them the 
grand ridge of the snow-peaked mountains. The 
city itself was distinguishable by its towering 
fringe of green. At length, after a ride from 
Mshra of about sixteen miles, we reached a bridge 
over a stream. This formed, at about two miles 
from the city walls, the boundary of the palm 
groves. Here we halted and were met by a 
courier, who then galloped back to herald our 
approach. 

The small number of people met with on the 
road was remarkable — a great many miles were 
sometimes traversed without our seeing a soul. 
How and then we passed a sombre caravan of half 
a dozen camels, headed by the leader on a donkey. 
But the trade between Mogador and Morocco is 
not considerable. Men travelling on foot were not 
common ; but at the wells were generally groups 
of men or women employed in drawing water. 
When the women were by themselves they were 
by no means reserved ; they did not seek to cover 
their faces, but rather displayed them with the 
fullest coquetry of their sex. 

The intense heat of the weather, considering 
that October had been entered on, was quite un- 
looked for; nor could we have conjectured it from 
the temperature at Mogador. But in the interior 
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the heat of summer is continuous until the autum- 
nal rains have cooled the accumulated heat of the 

soil. 

In this journey one thing struck me forcibly, 
that of the peculiar distribution of the vegetable 
products; this, without doubt, arising from the 
great diversity of climate and soil within compa- 
ratively short limits. It almost seemed as if the 
trees and herbs of the soil, like the people who 
inhabited it, were influenced by those exclusive 
tendencies which prevent people of one I’aco or 
one religion from mixing with another. Thus, as 
I have shown, first, a tract covered with broom 
was passed through ; this was succeeded by the 
argan forests ; then came an expanse overgrown 
with palmettoes ; then broom again ; then a small 
thorny shrub, the name of which I did not learn. 
To these followed the sidra shrub ; then one called 
sheeah; till finally came the palm-groves about the 
city of Morocco. Much of the soil in this great 
extent of country was evidently of the finest 
quality, and it was lamentable to see how little it 
was turned to account. Here and there, at long 
intervals, were a few fields of maize stubble, of 
wheat or barley still fewer, while in the neigh- 
bourhood of rivers would occur patches of green 
maize ; but throughout the whole journey not a 
man or an animal was to be seen at work. 

The plain of Morocco lies between a range of 
low hills on'the north and the Atlas range on the 
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south. It is from twenty-five to thirty miles 
aerc?s, and m the direction of east and west seems 
interminable. The nil is, for the most pan, 
fertile, and in some places sandy. Hounded 
stones of quartz, dint, porphyry, and cornelian, 
are variously found. 
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RESIDENCE IN THE CITY OE MOROCCO. 

On nearing the city we were met by a cavalcade 
of mules and riders. At the head, as leader, was 
Sid Bu Bekr Bil Hadj l’Beshire, to whom I had 
already forwarded several letters of introduction, 
or rather, of strong recommendation. The caval- 
cade as it advanced had a most picturesque effect, 
consisting, as it did, of four or five Moors of the 
higher class, and who, clad in snowy robes, had 
their mules set off by handsome trappings. They 
were attended by servants also mounted. 

After riding together for some distance we 
alighted in a garden, or, more correctly speaking, 
orchard, which was surmounted by high walls of 
tabia. There was no sign of cultivation in the 
way of flowers or vegetables, but abundance of 
flourishing trees which, being principally olives, 
afforded grateful and necessary shade. Under 
these, Moorish carpets were spread, on which we 
seated ourselves in a circle. A tea equipage had 
been sent previously from the city, and by means 
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of a portable fire-place, fed witli charcoal, the 
grateful beverage was soon supplied. The teapot 
and tray were plated, and, as is customary in 
Morocco, drinking-glasses were the substitutes of 
china cups. A kind of well-seasoned forcemeat 
was also served along with bread. This had been 
moulded around slender sticks, and was now 
cooked by placing the sticks across the fire, in the 
same manner as the morsels of meat called in the 
East kebab. Plates and dishes were not wanted, 
as the sticks were handed to us in relays, and the 
hot meat picked off as from a bone. Smoking 
followed ; then more tea-drinking, and in this way 
two hours soon passed away. 

During conversation we learnt, to our dismay, 
and even then not so fully as was actually the case, 
that the city of Morocco was in a very disturbed 
state. The sultan was not looked for at any par- 
ticular time, although it was known that he was 
temporarily stationed about eight days’ journey 
to the north. From the hostility of the inter- 
vening tribes communication with him was uncer- 
tain, and the reports sent to the coast of his 
victories were, for political reasons, intended to 
mislead. After all the cannon-firing, powder- 
play, and wild revelries we had witnessed, this 
seemed strange news ; but it was true, or nearly 
so, although just then we were unable to see its 
bearings on our own safety. 

A ride of twenty minutes brought us from our 
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resting-place to the Doukkela gate of the city. 
The road leading thereto was through lanes and 
spaces bounded by walls built of tab la, these 
enclosing gardens filled with trees of various 
kinds, such as the orange, lemon, citron, olive, 
date-palm, walnut, mulberry, almond, pomegra- 
nate, apple, pear, peach, and other fruits. Ever- 
greens grew also in great luxuriance, and included 
the cypress, cedar, and myrtle. Roses and jas- 
mines were also present. 

Ve were requested not to display fire-arms 
in our passage through the city; observance of 
which was at once insured by seeing all the guns 
packed on one of the baggage mules. We noticed, 
although at the time we did not attach proper 
significance to the fact, that Bu Bekr and his 
friends went quickly away just as we approached 
the gate. Before leaving, he cautioned me on no 
account to stir from the house allotted to us, 
unless accompanied, in addition to our own guard, 
by some soldiers supplied by the governor of the 
city, to whom I had letters of recommendation 
from the Governor of Tangier. 

Thus entering the city, our way lay through 
waste places and narrow winding streets, in parts 
much crowded. With the exception of some 
spitting and hissing noises from the mob, and 
their generally sullen looks and muttered curses, 
there was little to mark my first impressions 
of Morocco except its likeness to the Oriental 
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cities I had already visited. Most things, however, 
wore a more African tinge. The black race was 
more numerous htre. and there were many indica- 
tions that the western Arab is several degrees 
lower in the scale of civilization than his eastern 
co-religionists. 

Sid Bu Bekr hel 1 qr.it e an exceptional position 
in the city. "Without being a governor or a 
courtier he was wealth" : and, wliat was more 
important, he enjoyed exemption from being 
squeezed to disgorge his wealth. A few years 
previously the leading commercial firm in Mogador 
conceived the idea of extending their trade to this 
city by consignment of goods on commission. As 
there were no European residents, the firm were 
obliged to obtain the services of a Moorish citizen, 
as also, for obvious reasons, to take care that he 
was protected by the "‘/h of British power. Thus it 
was that our new friend Bu Bekr became rich, and 
that his property and person were comparatively 
secure. As a natural sequence of circumstances 
of this character, he became a man of power; 
more it was stated than that of many governors. 
But this solitary pre-eminence had its draw- 
backs. He was envied and hated by his country- 
men, and an attempt was soon, made to poison 
him. 

As no Mohammedan ever dreams of placing 
men, and above all strangers, on familiar terms 
with his family, it becomes necessary, in the 
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exercise of Hospitality, and where no hotels exist, 
to provide guests with house-room. 

In Morocco it is the practice to give strangers 
an empty house situated either in one of the 
numerous gardens within the walls, or else in a 
street, with the use of a garden elsewhere; for 
during the hot weather it is usual to pass much 
of the day in the open air on carpets spread 
underneath shady trees. We expected a garden, 
but only a small house in the Moorish quarter was 
assigned to us. On dismounting at the door we 
were by no means favourably impressed with the 
appearance of our residence. It was situated in a 
narrow, but fortunately, not filthy street ; and its 
windowless walls of uncoloured clay and little 
dingy door gave it an aspect altogether sepulchral. 
Had the words “ Abandon hope, all ye who enter 
here ” appeared above the door, they would have 
seemed not out of place. There was but a single 
story, and narrow stone stairs conducted to our 
quarters, which were two small rooms on either 
side a central square room. Two other rooms 
were also on this floor. 

A man accustomed to be boxed up within glazed 
windows feels instinctively out of place when 
housed without windows at all. I had often tried 
to realize the domestic life of antiquity, but never 
successfully till thus necessitated to inhabit apart- 
ments which derived light and air from the door 
alone. Our rooms were, in all essential points, 
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identical with those in ancient Eoman houses, and 
thus one at least gained a new experience. 

The interior of the house proved superior to 
its outside promise, for it was bright and clean. 
The central mom was fourteen feet square and of 
good height. In the middle of the roof was a 
square opening or ' < /•< "him crossed by iron bars 
through which the skv was visible : but there was 
uo corresponding tank or compilin' it m to collect 
rain-water in the floor, only a grated aperture 
through which the water could run off. Tho 
ceiling was decorated in an arabesque style, of 
which the prevailing colour was green. As already 
stated two narrow rooms opened from this central 
one. To these handsomely arched doorways gave 
admittance, the sills being paved with glazed 
tiles. One we used as bed and sitting-room, the 
other was assigned to our servants and guards. 
The doors were of unpainted wood, and, for 
greater convenience, each was pierced with a 
smaller one. Both walls and floors were covered 
with a smooth compound or stucco, in the use of 
which the Moors excel; the walls were white, 
with a dado of a rich, reddish-brown colour, which 
was altogether Pompeian. The only furniture 
were the mattresses and carpets belonging to 
our tent. A young Moor to act as cook was 
added to our establishment by Sid Bu Bekr, 
and we at once settled down to keep house in 
Morocco with a sense of grateful rest after a 
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long and hot journey. Yet it must be added 
that there were many indications which foreboded 
us no good. 

Our troubles soon commenced. "We had, in fact, 
fallen on evil days. The inhabitants, always hos- 
tile to the Kaffir, as the unbeliever is called, were 
just then in a state of almost open revolt. Accord- 
ingly next morning, October 4th, I received a 
message from Sid Ibrahim Geroui, Governor of 
the City, in reply to my letters of inti’oduction, 
that it was impossible for him to send us any 
guards or even to receive me. He was himself in 
a critical position. Were he to supply us with 
soldiers, the fact would become known to the 
townspeople, and draw down upon ns the hostility 
of the faction opposed to him. He advised us to 
use great caution in going about, and to appear 
always in the Moorish dress. 

Owing to the reverses the sultan had expe- 
rienced, a revolution had taken place in the city a 
month previous to our visit. El Geroui, a power- 
ful ruler of the adjoining country, had deposed 
Ben Daoud, then Governor, and, imprisoning him 
in his house, still kept him there. On this account 
the townspeople were divided into hostile factions, 
and only two days before our arrival there had 
been much serious fighting in the streets. Great 
precautions were being taken to prevent an out- 
break. 

In all Moorish towns the gates leading into the 
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country are closed soon after sunset, and in this, 
the capital, the Jewish quarter is also isolated and 
protected. In addition to this every street is at 
each end provided with a gate of its own, and this 
not merely one easy to climb, but a solid piece of 
woodwork set in a massive archway. As some of 
the streets are very short these defences appear, in 
consequence, very numerous. 

At night they were all closed and strongly 
guarded. As for ourselves, we found that we 
were little better than prisoners, with a certain 
liberty of action. When we went out, those who 
remained within immediately secured the door, 
and the same precaution was taken upon our 
return. We saw that Sid Bu Bekr was uneasy 
about our safety, and it was quite evident to my 
companion that the object of his mission would be 
fruitless. He gave up all thought of making any 
claim against the Moor indebted to him, as to do 
so in the then threatening state of public affairs 
would be an act of sheer madness. 

As for myself, it was equally plain that my plans 
would be greatly interfered with. It has been 
already stated that the Sharif of Wazan had given 
me a letter of recommendation to Muley Hassan, 
the sultan’s eldest son, from which I expected 
much consideration. It was supposed the sultan 
could not refuse the sharif a request, although 
such a letter was an exceptional favour, and one 
not previously given to a European. 

K 
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It had been generally believed that the sultan 
would enter the capital about the time of our 
arrivalj and I had hoped for a presentation to 
that potentate, and by such means to gain access 
to information, and to secure an influence not 
otherwise obtainable. But the sultan had not 
arrived, and no one could form an idea when he 
would. It might be in a week, a month, or 
longer. We therefore resolved to wait the course 
of events, and see as much of the city and neigh- 
bourhood as circumstances would permit. 

Our great difficulty was about guards, as the 
men clamoured for an addition to their number. 
We only managed to pick up one, but whether 
in case of need he was to be depended on was 
uncertain. 

Attended by our whole retinue, all well armed, 
we sallied out on foot to the Jewish quarter, in 
search of the house of Signor Abraham Korkos. 
This gentleman, to whom I had forwarded a letter 
of introduction, is the principal Jewish merchant 
in the city, and also acts as agent for the sultan. 
We had some distance to go, but beyond sundry 
dark scowls and maledictions from those we met, 
and for which we were prepared, nothing occurred 
worth noticing. We found on our arrival that 
Signor Korkos, who had invited us to breakfast, 
was unfortunately very ill ; but his son worthily 
performed the duties of host. The spacious house 
inhabited by these gentlemen was built, as cus- 
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tomary, round a central court, and furnished in 
the Moorish fashion. Our breakfast consisted of 
the staple dish kuskusoo, omelets, pigeons cooked 
in argan oil, forcemeat, mutton, and sweet pota- 
toes, together with wine from Deminet, which, 
mixed with water, forms an agreeable beverage. 
During conversation we learned much as to tho 
true state of public affairs. A courier had just 
arrived from the sultan, who was at Tedla, four 
days’ journey to the north. It was quite true that 
the imperial arms had met with a check, but this 1 
sultan was the first who had attempted to enter 
the refractory province. He was now fighting 
his way therefrom, and might be shortly expected 
in his southern capital, which he had not visited 
for five years, and where he was anxiously looked 
for. 

I had afterwards the opportunity of visiting 
several Jewish families and of observing their 
habits. The women here did not seem so re- 
markable for beauty as in other places in the 
empire. The application of kohl to the eyelids, 
and of henna to the hands, appeared universal 1 
among them when young. 

A little circumstance occurred during one of my 
r visits, the narration of which will illustrate the 
oriental apathy prevailing here. Though so simple, 

I could scarcely contain my gravity. While con- 
versing with a lady, I observed that her eyes, which 
wereinflamed, attracted to them a number of trouble- 

k 2 
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some flies. One in particular so posted itself that it 
could stoop over and thrust its proboscis between 
the lids at the inside corner of one eye. Each 
time this was done the lady merely shut her eye 
with a jerk, instead of using her hand to sweep off 
the pest. The fly, as impassive as his victim, 
merely backed a little, withdrew his sucking tube 
for an instant, and then began again. In small 
things, as in more important matters, passiveness 
was the rule. 

Oct. 5. — We were awoke twice during the 
night by a strange rustling noise in the room. I 
thought it was caused by a rat, but my friend’s 
more practised ear attributed it, and rightly, to a 
snake which had issued from a hole in the floor 
of the anteroom. These household snakes are 
not venomous, and are never molested, as they 
perform the office of cats in killing rats and 
mice. 

We visited Sid Bu Bekr in his newly-built 
house, in the street called Kart Ben Alud. He 
received us in a room with small glass windows 
which were decorated with finely wrought iron of 
Moorish workmanship. In place of chairs were 
low divans covered with carpets aud luxurious 
cushions. We saw also a European clock, which 
a man was engaged in cleaning. Tea was served 
in really beautiful china coffee-cups by a black 
female slave of fine figure, and everything about 
was perfectly neat and clean. Afterwards our 
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friend showed us his bedroom, which was partially 
covered by an English carpet. His bed was 
arranged on the floor, and over it hung a talisman 
in the form of a small picture representing the 
soles of Mohammed’s shoes, which were covered 
with well executed inscriptions from the Koran. 
At the top of the picture were some antique 
characters, which the Moors themselves could not 
read. 

It was, as may be supposed, a step beyond the 
strict rules of Moorish decorum for Sid Bu Bela- 
even to admit Christians to his house ; beyond this 
he could not go, and his harem was, of course, 
closed to us. But its inmates were not altogether 
invisible, for on passing from room to room we 
observed, through lattices and half-opened doors, 
numerous dark and gleaming eyes, peering above 
the white cloth which concealed the lower part of 
the features. The curiosity excited by our presence 
was apparently intense. 

Sid Bu Bekr endeavoured to excuse the con- 
duct of his friend, El Geroui. “ Had the latter,” 
he said, “ had timely notice, he would have sent to 
Mogador and prevented our undertaking a journey 
to Morocco at a season so unpropitious.” “ Such,” 
El Geroui had declared, “ was the state of public 
affairs, that it was God only who was keeping the 
people quiet. He neither could nor would under- 
take to protect us or answer for our safety, and 
could only depend on Bu Bekr to aid us privately. 
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He had sent a despatch to that effect to Mr. 
Carsensten, the British Consul at Mogador.” 
For himself, Bu Bekr added, “ that it was quite 
true that a guard of the governor’s soldiers would 
be injurious rather than serviceable, as the people 
would attack us in order to get him into trouble 
with the sultan, who would not probably reach the 
city yet for some time.” This information was far 
from satisfactory. 

Having obtained our mules, we rode through 
the city to the Bab Aghmat or south-eastern 
gate, and then turning to the south crossed the 
little river Ixia. On the right was a large Moorish 
cemetery towards which a funeral possession was 
wending its way. Carefully avoiding it, we pushed 
oh over an extensive piece of level ground used 
as a government wheat farm. The extremity of 
the city walls being reached, there commenced 
the long, high earthen wall which surrounds the 
garden of the sultan. This, called the garden of 
Aguidel, is of great extent, and contains some 
buildings. A gate which we passed had archi- 
tectural pretensions, and was fortified with a few 
small guns. To the interior we were unable to 
gain admission, but, judging from the glimpses 
obtained, there was nothing lost. Like other 
gardens we had seen, it was merely a vast orchard, 
and though containing many fine trees, was wholly 
neglected, the ground for the most part being a 
mere garden of weeds. 
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Re-entering tlie city by the same gate, we rode 
through much waste and neglected ground. Here 
were women washing clothes at the aqueducts, 
and men lounging about or praying devoutly. In 
one place gunpowder was in the process of manu- 
facture in a manner rhe most pr imi tive, as were 
also other articles in ways as simple. 

At length we reached the object of our search ; 
the far-famed mosque known as Katoubia. It 
stands in an open part of the city, adorned with 
gardens, and will be presently described. 

During our long rambles on this day we 
avoided, as much as possible, all crowds and 
thoroughfares, nevertheless we were, as usual, the 
objects of curses and invectives. Many of these 
would not bear translation, one of the mildest 
being “ May God burn your father, Christian 
dog ! ” The Moors consider it the greatest insult 
to curse the parents of those they hate. 

My first experiment with the Moorish costume 
in full was not satisfactory, for hitherto I had 
only worn the jelabeer. The weather was sultry, 
and my efforts to keep on the ill-fitting yellow 
slippers while walking were most fatiguing. It 
was also very irritating, whether walking or 
riding, to have the haik continually falling down. 
This garment is a long white sheet w r orn folded in 
a peculiar way round the body, while one end is 
thrown over the left shoulder. These mischances 
were not solely due to inexperience, for the Moors 
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themselves were constantly adjusting the end of 
these flowing garments as they walked along, and 
often to the danger of the eyes of passers-by. 

It was obvious enough that our disguise was 
only a rough one. In spite of turban and beard, 
sunburning, and flowing robes, we were easily 
recognizable as Europeans when close to a Moor. 
At a little distance, however, the disguise was 
sufficiently effective to keep us from being mobbed, 
more particularly as when under observation wo 
always kept moving. 

Oct. 6. — On this day we went early to the 
grain-market, which is held in an open space in 
the centre of the city. Wheat and Indian corn 
were being sold to customers, while the camels 
and mules which had conveyed these articles to 
the city stood about in great numbers. As there 
were said to be many rough fellows here, we 
avoided their proximity in passing through. We 
had also been cautioned on no account to tread 
upon the corn exposed for sale. The Moors have 
a superstition in respect to this, and would have 
made it a pretext for attacking us. 

As I had a desire to see the interior of the 
principal jail, a request was made to Bu Bekr 
that he would obtain from the authorities an 
order to admit us ; but he failed in this, and 
therefore we resolved to endeavour to get in 
through our own address. 

This prison, though not very extensive, was at 
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this date much, crowded, containing, it was said, 
a thousand inmates. As the food supplied to 
those who have no friends is limited in quantity 
and bad in quality, and the sanitary condition of 
the place was bad in the extreme, the mortality 
among the prisoners was great. 

The prison was, as we found, situated in a 
much-frequented thoroughfare ; and opposite the 
entrance we saw the vice-governor of the city 
seated on the bare ground, with his back against 
a wall. He was engaged in trying causes, and 
a little group of litigants and witnesses were 
crouched around, the eyes of all being fixed with 
eagerness on the judge. There was in the whole 
proceedings much of the pathetic and comic inter- 
mingled. It was just one of those scenes which, 
having been transmitted from the eye to the 
brain, becomes, so to speak, photographed there- 
on, and can at will be easily recalled. 

The kadi himself was a fine old man — spare, 
erect, and his looks kind in an exceptional degree. 
I ventured, therefore, to address him, and asked 
permission to see the prison, which was cour- 
teously granted. Believing that this permission 
was sufficient, we entered the gate, our men con- 
veying a quantity of bread as a present to the 
prisoners. Beaching a courtyard covered with 
trellised vines, we found a number of guards, 
through whom we passed, and had already 
reached a passage leading into the interior of 
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the prison, when, in spite of remonstrances, we 
were pushed rudely back to where, on one side of 
the court and on a kind of dais, three magnates 
were seated in state. Before these worthies we 
were placed, and one of them, a certain Muley El 
Gralli, with a look and tone of voice the reverse 
of complimentary, told us he did not care whose 
permission we had, we should not see the pri- 
soners, and that we must go away with all speed. 
I replied that we were Englishmen, who had no 
other object in view than to see as much as pos- 
sible of the country ; that I had a letter from the 
Sharif of Wazan to the son of the sultan ; and 
these facts considered, his conduct was not only 
uncivil but unjustifiable. His tone was now 
altered. He civilly explained the difficulties of 
the case— -the disturbed state of the city — and 
added that the number of prisoners was very 
great, and that the keys of the prison were sent 
every afternoon, for greater security, to the 
sultan’s palace. He also said he could not grant 
our request, but promised that our offering of 
bread should be distributed among the most 
needy prisoners. With this wo had to be content, 
as our friend the kadi could not or would not 
interfere; and, to say the truth, we had seen 
enough of this gloomy, ill-omened place. 

The three men referred to seemed to form a sort 
of court-martial, the city being in a state of siege. 
For convenience, apparently, they thus sat within 
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the walls of the prison, to order the putting 
quickly under lock and key any one they thought 
proper, whether delinquent or not. Each one in 
power was afraid of the other, and the state of 
general distrust was indeed lamentable. 

After this we managed to see a good deal of 
the markets and shops of the city ; but to these 
subjects I shall refer farther on. Before the day 
was over our government soldier absconded, a 
circumstance which did not look favourable. It 
was the result, we feared, of an intrigue, in order 
that it might appear, should any calamity befall 
us, that we had been going about unprotected by 
a soldier, as required by the authorities in the 
case of all Christians. 

Our manner of life in the house was the same 
every day. Nothing favoured that feeling of secu- 
rity which we associate with the idea of being at 
home. But the men enjoyed their rest greatly, as 
also the food provided for them, and made them- 
selves merry after their own fashion with feasting 
and music. The boisterous merriment and flute- 
playing were at times rather oppressive ; and the 
street noises had a painful interest not easily for- 
gotten. Sometimes the shouting and uproar of a 
crowd met our ear, and then we felt that, should an 
outbreak occur between the rival factions, the pre- 
sence of infidels accredited to one side would not be 
forgotten by the other. Under these circumstances, 
the possession of an American rifle capable of dis- 
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charging eighteen bullets without reloading was 
an unspeakable comfort. We felt that the narrow 
stairs could be long defended by our superior 
weapons, and that, if even destruction at last 
overtook us, it would be only after a resistance 
most disastrous to our assailants. 

The gossip of the town, picked up by our 
servants, amused us greatly. In imagination we 
were transported as it were to the remote days of 
Greece and Rome, when, although art and litera- 
ture had both reached a point of surpassing 
excellence, there were no printing-presses to give 
ready expression to the opinions and desires of 
the populace. Yet news must have been as 
eagerly sought after in those stirring days as in 
our own, and its acquisition was probably culti- 
vated with an assiduity we can now scarcely 
realize. And such was the bent of the citizens of 
Morocco. All our movements appeared to bo 
as well known as though daily chronicled in a 
penny newspaper. The Moors are naturally 
communicative, and, as happens in India, the 
bazaars take the place of clubs for the interchange 
of news. Therein therefore our affairs were 
discussed, and we heard, among other things, that 
the city authorities were, for politic reasons, very 
uneasy about our safety. Rumour also confirmed 
what we had been previously told, that though 
we anxiously awaited that event, no time could 
be depended on for the sultan’s arrival. This 
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was likewise the opinion of Signor Korkos, who 
undertook to forward my letter to Muley Hassan. 
Signor Korkos would not listen to my propo- 
sition that we should try to make our way to 
the sultan, as it was impossible, he said, to tell 
the exact state of the intervening country, and, 
considering the excitement of the tribes inhabit- 
ing it, the risk of such a journey would be very 
great. 

It is surprising how soon, through habit, one be- 
comes reconciled to what at first was disagreeable. 
After an experience of some days we grew 
accustomed to sitting on the floor, though at 
first it was very irksome, the soft Moorish 
carpet being all the furniture thought necessary 
for ordinary domestic life ; and thus we gra- 
dually learnt that a number of articles, seemingly 
necessary to Europeans, may be easily dispensed 
with. 

Our food was not bad. It consisted chiefly of 
fowls, pigeons, and partridges, but the cooking 
spoiled it. The birds were invariably served soaked 
in argan oil, to like which requires long habit. 
Fowls, however, formed an invariable dish, and 
they were always brought alive to the house. 
The first indications of dinner were the cries of 
the unhappy birds while in the act of being killed. 
This was a somewhat savage way of whetting ones 
appetite ; but it is the invariable custom to cook 
animal food immediately after death. A bird * 
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commonly called tabib, the doctor, was .our 
constant companion at meals.' 

A message was sent us through Bu Bekr from 
the prison magnates to the effect that we might 
inspect that place. They probably thought it 
would be wise to conciliate us ; but we had by 
this time learned to estimate, at their true value, 
promises and engagements made by such people ; 
for it appeared to be a general habit to make 
offers and promises and then evade fulfilment by 
paltry tricks. We were tired of this sort of 
thing. 

Our runaway soldier turned up, but as to where 
he had been, or what he had been doing, we could 
gain no satisfactory information. On this day 
we paid a second visit to Signor Korkos. On our 
way, while passing the prison, an emaciated 
corpse, scantily covered with dirty rags, was being 
brought through the gate. Lying stretched on a 
board, beyond which the uncovered head and feet 
projected, it was a sad spectacle of dishonoured 
humanity, though in keeping with the dismal 
place from which it issued. 

As on a former occasion our breakfast, or rather 
luncheon, was excellent, and consisted of many 
articles; among others, of a roast turkey; and 
it is a curious circumstance that this bird is 
peculiar to the city. Not one can be had any- 


1 See Chapter on Natural History. 
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where on the coast, except such as are occasionally 
brought from Morocco as rarities. A sheep had 
also been killed for us ; but it could not be used, 
as it had on inspection been found unlawful. 

When the meal was over we ascended to the 
flat roof of the house, from which a good view of 
the city and neighbourhood was obtained. It was 
only, indeed, when in this, the Jews’ quarter, that 
we felt secure enough to look about us without 
apprehension and breathe, as it were, freely. I 
availed myself of the opportunity to take a view 
of the place by means of the dry photographic 
process, and this, which is here reproduced in a 
wood engraving, gives a good idea of the general 
appearance of the city, with its narrow streets, 
terraced roofs and windowless houses, its mosques 
and gardens. In the distance, on the right, the 
majestic Atlas chain appears. Such is the purity 
of the atmosphere that it is difficult to realize the 
true distance of the mountains from the city; 
sixteen miles is about the measurement, but it 
seems to be not more than eight. The lofty tower 
of the Katoubia is seen to the left of the moun- 
tains. The woodcut gives a good idea of the large 
space covered closely with houses, viewed in a 
north-west direction from the quarter of the 
Jews. Even supposing that one had the choice, 
perhaps no better point of view could have been 
selected. 

We rode afterwards to the large open space 
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called Djomaa El Fna, where festivities, as also 
markets, are held, and which is commonly full of 
people. The first thing was to look for the heads 
of the sultan’s enemies nailed to the Avail set apart 
for such exhibitions. As already said, Ave were 
informed before reaching the city that these heads 
were to be seen in hundreds. But we looked in 
vain, as might haA r e been concluded from the state 
of affairs so lately revealed to us. 

Proceeding farther into the square, we observed 
a snake-charmer and a man with monkeys, the 
place being noted for these exhibitions. I re- 
quested the former to begin his performance, 
and the man at once pulled out two hideous 
reptiles from a basket, and began to flourish 
them about his head. A crowd of roughs, men 
and boys, rapidly collected. "We kept aloof as 
much as possible ; nevertheless the mob showed 
signs of hostility and began to jeer. Some man 
in authority who Avas near ran immediately to 
the snake-charmer and stopped the performance. 
We saw at once that our position was not safe, 
and that this interference was for the purpose 
of checking an imminent disturbance. But the 
worst part Avas that our guards began to avoid 
us, so that it seemed likely we should, in case of 
a row, be deserted. Our interpreter Leo, on this 
occasion, gained golden opinions. We could not, 
by the most generous interpretation of his ordi- 
nary conduct, attribute to him personal courage ; 
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but now, seated on his mule, he harangued the 
populace, and seemed for the instant to keep them 
in cheek. “ The Christian gentlemen,” he said, 
“had not come there to eat Moors, but to see 
what was to be seen, to learn what they could, and 
do good if possible.” His speech was short, for 
we all thought it prudent to beat a retreat as fast 
as spurs could induce our animals to move. 

As soon as we had distanced the hooting crowd 
an amusing incident occurred. Ben Ahia rushed 
up to me with flashing eyes, and the veins of his 
dark forehead swollen with rage. He that never 
could be induced to speak two consecutive words 
of English, now gave vent to his thoughts with 
the utmost energy and volubility. “Missar Doc- 
tor ! Leo one rascal ! Kill all ! Too much brandy ! 

Too much d m Scotch ! ” By this he clearly 

implied that Leo, by his delay with the crowd, had 
endangered our lives, and the reason he had acted 
so was that he was under the influence of brandy. 

The words “ d m Scotch” puzzled us, but were 

subsequently explained. Among the Mogador 
men the term “ Scotch ” has a meaning of its own, 
and one not complimentary. Some years previ- 
ously a dissipated Scotch sea-captain, of Herculean 
build, was detained with his vessel in that port. 
Whenever he came on shore he was in the habit of 
thrashing the Moors in the most merciless manner, 
and without provocation. He became, therefore, 
so much dreaded and hated that the name of his 

L 
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nation has, in the Mogador jargon, come to mean 
a bully of the worst class. As for Leo’s conduct, 
there could be no doubt that an over -liberal allow- 
ance of mahaya at breakfast had been the exciting 
cause of his unwonted fire. 

We rode from this market or open space through 
the city to its north-western extremity, and out by 
the Doqualla gate; our object was to visit El 
Hara, the village of lepers, a little way outside it. 
The village is of considerable size and surrounded 
by walls. There is only one entrance, close to 
which is the sanctuary of the patron saint, Sidi 
Ben Nor. On this account an objection was made 
to my entering the village ; but a number of lepers 
soon made their appearance and were very friendly. 
Many of them showed no outward sign of disease. 
They form a community apart, and have a mosque, 
a prison, and a market of their own; they buy 
and sell, and also cultivate the land. The number 
of lepers was stated to be about 200. Many of 
them came from long distances — from Haha, Sus, 
and even the Sahara. Some had resided thirty 
years in the village, and there were a few very 
aged people among them. The village had also 
a Jewish quarter, but though a few years previ- 
ously it had held five residents, none were there at 
this period of our visit. 

Notwithstanding the rigid separation of the 
leper population, the Moors show little or no fear 
of contagion ; they pass to and fro into the leper 
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villages freely, though the lepers are not allowed 
to enter the city. Some of them were miserable 
objects. We saw them about the city gate either 
slowly dragging themselves along or else seated 
on the ground, loudly appealing to the charity of 
passers by. 

In the group which congregated about us in the 
village, alteration of the voice was a very marked 
symptom. Many spoke with a huskiness which 
denoted that the terrible malady had attacked the 
windpipe ; in some cases a tubercle or two on the 
forehead, or at the side of the nose, was all that 
made it imperative on the lepers to separate them- 
selves from the healthy. Some had lost, more 
or less, the fingers of both hands; others, the 
toes of both feet. No application is made to 
the corroding sores, nor is any internal remedy 
used. Washing at the sacred well of the saint- 
house, which is supposed to possess virtues, is 
all that is required or attempted in the way of 
cure. 

There were more women than men in the 
village, so the lepers informed us ; but this might 
be due, in this case, to polygamy, as experience 
in other places has shown that leprosy attacks 
men more than women. The children of leprous 
parents are, as we also learnt here, sometimes, but 
not usually, diseased. The causes assigned for 
leprosy were overwork, and drinking cold water 
while perspiring ; and the lepers added, that God 

l 2 
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sends the disease to punish people for their sins. 
Some of those we saw made pretence of medical 
knowledge. The governor of Mogador told me 
that he had, when in Morocco, been treated by 
one of them, and he showed me the scars on his 
arm caused by the actual cautery then applied. 

We reached our house about eight o’clock and 
dined on fowls stewed, as usual, in argan oil. 
While at dinner Mr. Broom remarked that the oil 
had an unusual taste, and no sooner did we lie down 
after the meal than we both became exceedingly 
unwell. Fortunately Leo did not eat, as was his 
custom, any of this food after we had dined, as 1° 
was observing a rigid fast. 

Strange as it may seem, the cause of our illness 
did not occur to me ; and, if it had, no antidotes 
were at hand. Our symptoms were, great pain 
and prostration, together with those referable to 
a strong cathartic. We passed a wretched night, 
and lay the next day prostrate and without the 
power of taking food. I do not wish to dwell on 
this disagreeable episode, though there can be no 
doubt our food had been poisoned. The use and 
effects of arsenic are well known to the Moors, 
and poisoning is a common crime among them. 
In this dastardly attempt to destroy us this potent 
drug had been probably used. 

During this wretched day the effect which our 
condition had upon the people surrounding us 
was remarkable. Both the soldier and Moorish 
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servants would come and look at us in silence, 
then go away, but soon return. We afterwards 
found that all were of the same opinion as to the 
cause of our illness, and fully expected we should 
die. As for Leo, his attention deserves a passing 
tribute. Indeed, it was a most fortunate thing 
for us, as well as himself, that he did not eat the 
poisoned food. This he afterwards attributed, 
with much fervour, to the interposition of God, 
because the attempt was made on a day when his 
religious observances preserved him from danger. 
We thought it prudent to observe great reticence 
on the subject. 

Oct. 9. — We felt very unwell this morning, and 
our position was anything but reassuring. The 
attempt to poison us might be repeated, or our 
lives be attempted by open violence. We no 
longer wished to remain for the sultan’s arrival, 
but to get away as speedily as possible from this 
inhospitable place. This desire became paramount 
with us. Although, as yet, not strong enough to 
travel, we resolved to go out, feeling sure that 
what had occurred to us was widely known ; and 
that even before the attempt was made some few 
were in the secret. There would be satisfaction 
in an open display of ourselves to our enemies, and 
we resolved, should any open attack be made, to 
retaliate to the utmost of our power. 

The first thing we did was to visit Bu Bekr. 
He was unwilling to admit that while under his 
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protection ¥e had been subjected to an attempt on 
our lives. He was very anxious to be acquitted 
of all blame in the matter, and referred to the 
letter he had caused me to write for despatch to 
the consul at Tangier on the very morning the 
attempt was made, stating that he was taking 
every means for our protection. He suggested 
that our illness might have been caused by the 
food we had partaken of in the Jews’ quarter, and 
mentioned other improbabilities which tried our 
patience to hear. In conclusion, he offered to 
assist me in seeing everything in the city and 
neighbourhood ; at the same time highly approving 
of our resolve to leave for the coast as soon as 
possible. The truth was our presence was an 
embarrassment to him, and which we on our part 
were anxious to remove. 

At his suggestion we rode out of the city, to 
see the garden of Muley Ali, one of the sultan’s 
sons. It contained an abundance of fine trees, and 
a large alcove much otit of repair. In front of it 
was a fountain without water, and around it were 
a number of little conduits so arranged as to 
form antique Arabic characters, which together 
expressed a passage in the Koran. We also visited 
a bridge over the Tensift, situated, as Bu Bekr had 
assured us, at no great distance, but which we 
found was a full hour’s ride from the city. His 
object, as we saw at once, in suggesting this visit, 
had been to get us out of the way. The bridge, 
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he had told us, was a marvel of construction. It 
proved to be a very ancient structure, eighteen 
feet in width, thrown across the river at a place 
where it has a breadth of two hundred yards. 
The water was still very low, and many of the 
arches were dry ; but altogether it was the best 
evidence of public spirit we had yet seen in the 
country, and must have been built long before the 
present lamentable condition of political and social 
affairs. 

Bu Bekr had proposed to meet us on our 
return and accompany us to the emperor’s palace 
and other places. We accordingly met him and 
some of his friends, but ho began instantly to find 
fault with our delay, and protended it was then 
too late to carry out his intention of showing us 
places of interest in the city. Far from well, and 
very tired, we passively acquiesced, for wo had no 
inclination for further exertion that day. But we 
perceived in an instant that a Moorish dodge was 
being practised ; there having been no intention, 
and probably no power, to make good the proposal 
and gratify our curiosity. 1 had already had many 
occasions to observe the specious and ready falsity 
of these people and their roundabout methods to 
deceive. 

We rode on amicably together, but approaching 
a market held just without the city walls, our 
pretended friends snoakod off in advance, and 
finally left us altogether. Nothing could b<? lliotv 
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evident than that they were afraid to be seen in 
our company. On reaching our house we had 
^mediately fresh evidence of the incorrigible 
propensity of the Moors for lying and deceit. 
Our cook, not knowing that we had just left Bu 
Bekr, greeted us by saying that that gentleman 
had sent his respects, and hoped we had enjoyed 
our ride. We were disheartened and weary, and 
at once resolved to leave the city for Saffi next 
morning, and accordingly the evening was occu- 
pied in making preparations for our departure. 

In reference to the motives which led to the 
dastardly attempt to deprive us of life, we give the 
opinion current among the Moors. As already 
stated, the city was divided into two factious ; the 
majority espousing the cause of El Geroui, the 
ruler in power ; the minority, that of Ben Daoud, 
a man of notoriously bad character, who had been 
recently deposed. Thus, Ben Daoud, being an 
unscrupulous man, and giving full scope to the 
maxim “the end justifies the means,” had, there 
is little doubt, commissioned one or more persons 
to attempt our lives. The chief motive was, that 
so soon as the sultan should enter his capital an 
international difficulty would be ready to em- 
barrass him, and being given to understand that 
this murder of two Englishmen had followed El 
Geroui the usurper’s accession to power, the 
deed would be placed to his account, and his 
cause be damaged in the eyes of the sultan, while 
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that of his rival, Ben Daoud, would be proportion- 
ately benefited. 

The hatred commonly entertained by the Moors 
for Christians renders it impossible, as already 
stated, to travel in the interior of Morocco unless 
specially provided with at least one government 
soldier, who, obtained through a consulate on the 
coast, is responsible for the safety of his charge. 
In a fanatical place like the city of Morocco, or 
the city of Mequinez, the Christian is exposed in 
two ways to risk of open violence. He may be 
stabbed by a fanatic when off his guard, or, what 
is more probable, may get surrounded by a crowd, 
and a disturbance began by boys may end by h i s 
being spit upon, then buffeted and trampled on 
by men encouraging each other in their savage 
work. We had, by using great precaution, escaped 
these dangers. But such insidious destruction as 
had been prepared for us could not be easily 
guarded against, and must have been deliberately 
planned by the two men provided for us by Bu 
Bekr. One was a young fellow of obliging 
manners who lived in the house and acted as cook. 
The other was a man who did not live with us, 
but came, when his services were required, to make 
purchases and execute commissions. On these 
men suspicion naturally fell, and on our reporting 
the matter at the consulate, after our arrival 
in Saffi, Mr. Hunot, the British vioe-consul, 
promptly undertook to investigate it. The poison 
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administered must have either been put into the 
dish off which we dined, or it is possible that it 
was mixed in the argan oil at the time of pur- 
chase . 2 

Mj companion had met with singularly bad 

1 This investigation led to no results, although the evidence 
given by the Moorish soldier and servants, before the public 
adools, corroborated- our statements. The affair was referred 
to the sultan, and it was demanded that the suspected persons 
should be sent to Saffi for examination, but without effect. 
One of the suspected persons was said, by the authorities at 
Morocco, to have absconded, and the other to be too unwell to 
be moved. In the correspondence which ensued between our 
minister plenipotentiary and the vice-consul, the latter was 
enjoined to be careful “ that no arbitrary act of cruelty be 
committed by the authorities on vague suspicion upon any 
Moorish subject. Jew, or Mohammedan.” This so far was right, 
but it was veiy unsatisfactory to those who barely escaped the 
worse consequences of a foul crime that it was not promptly 
and vigorously sifted. The matter was some time afterwards 
inquired into on the spot by Sir J. D. I-Iay with no success. 
Different absurd explanations of our illness were offered, such 
as that it was caused by the corrosion of the copper cooking- 
vessels, but these vessels had been in constant use previously. 
Arsenic does not always destroy life, even when freely taken 
into the system. An account of the poisoning of sixteen persons 
by arsenic, used by mistake for baking-powder in making bread, 
was published lately in the British Medical Journal. All 
suffered severely ; in every case the poison acted as a strong 
cartliartic, and in the end all recovered. 

It may be well to caution future travellers against allowing 
their food to be prepared by Moors about whom they know 
nothing. I found, when too late, that European residents who 
know the country well, make it a rule not to partake of any 
dish cooked by a strange Moor unless he is seen to eat part of 
it himself. 
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luck during Ms residence in Barbary. In the 
February previous, while making a country ex- 
cursion in the neighbourhood of Mogador, he was 
set upon by three ruffians, who first fired at him 
without effect, and then stabbed him so seriously 
that ho escaped death almost by a miracle. He had 
alighted from his mule for the purpose of gathering 
flowers, and his soldier was some .distance in the 
rear. The motive in this case was apparently the 
same as that which led to our being nearly 
poisoned. An unpopular governor had been re- 
cently appointed to the province in which the 
attack was made, and the intended assassination 
had been apparently undertaken for the purpose 
of obtaining the sultan’s sanction to this man’s 
dismissal. 

Thus it was that I was compelled to turn my 
back on the unexplored glorious Atlas range 
then in full view. The year before, Dr. Hooker, 
now the distinguished president of the Royal 
Society, accompanied by his friends, Messrs. 
Ball and Maw, made a successful ascent of one of 
the summits of this range, and valuable results of 
their explorations in botany and geology have 
been contributed to science. But Dr. Hooker 
travelled when the people of the country were 
comparatively tranquil. He was provided with a 
special guard, and an autograph letter of the 
sultan’s, procured by our foreign minister, in 
which all governors and kaids were enjoined at 
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their peril not only not to molest, but to afford 
every possible aid. These privileges I hoped to 
obtain from the sultan, with whom, as already 
stated, I looked forward to a personal interview 
in his southern capital. As the case stood with 
my companion and myself, we had the very doubt- 
ful advantage of seeing the Moors in all their 
savage turbulence ; and being almost entirely at 
their mercy, we regarded ourselves as very lucky 
in escaping with our lives. 



CHAPTER IX. 


THE CITY AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

The investigation of the City of Morocco and its 
neighbourhood was in the strictest sense “the 
pursuit of knowledge under difficulties.” Yet 
ceaseless perseverance effected much, and I saw a 
great deal of this semi-civilized place. 

Morocco is called by the Moors Marakech ; the 
derivation of this is unsettled, but it is supposed 
to have been taken from certain wells that in early 
ages existed on its site. In the vicinity are still 
traces of the ruins of a Roman town — Bocanum 
Hermerum. The modern City of Morocco has 
claims to antiquity. It was founded in the year 
454 of the Hegira, or 1072 of the Christian era. 
One Sid Youssef Ben Tachefin built a mosque, as 
also a citadel wherein to store his wealth; and 
his followers and many people of the surrounding 
country, seeking the protection of this citadel, 
raised houses around it. After the death of 
Youssef, his son Ali fortified the growing city and 
adorned it with other mosques and public build- 
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ings. Its progress at that early period seems 
incredible. Before the death of Ali it is said to 
have contained 100,000 families. It was sur- 
rounded by a strong stone wall, and, thus pro- 
tected, the inhabitants flourished and soon excelled 
in the arts and sciences ; this so greatly as to 
lead the Moors of Spain, Algiers, and Tunis to 
send their children thither for instruction. The 
spoils of Andalucia flowed into the favoured city, 
and the addition of an active commerce with the 
interior of Africa soon raised it to a position of 
great wealth and corresponding luxury. The fall 
of the Moors in Spain was the first cause of its 
decline ; civil wars interrupted its commerce ; 
vast numbers of citizens emigrated therefrom ; 
till in the end was brought about that state of 
decay and partial ruin in which it has since re- 
mained. “ This noble city,” wrote Leo Airicanus, 
“ is accounted to be one of the greatest cities in 
the whole world.” Relative to the space enclosed 
within its walls, it is still entitled to be called 
“ great,” but its grandeur and nobility have 
utterly vanished. 1 

1 In writing the following account of the city of Morocco, I 
have been indebted to M. Lambert, now of Tangier, for much 
information. He lived as a merchant in the city for five years, 
and adopting the Moorish dress and customs, speaking the 
language fluently, and mingling with all classes of the people, 
he acquired a more accurate knowledge of the whole subject 
than was possessed by any previous European. He sketched 
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Nothing can be finer than the scenery which 
surrounds Morocco. Situated in an immense 
plain, it is flanked on the north, and for some 
distance towards the east and west, by a splendid 
wood of date-palms, to which the citizens con- 
stantly resort for the sake of enjoying the pleasant 
shade. It is bordered on the east by gardens, 
and beyond these the country is open to the foot 
of the Atlas mountains, portions of which grand 
chain reach a height of 10,000 feet. The lustre 
of the snow on their summits has a singularly fine 
effect against the deep blue back-ground of a 
cloudless sky. Viewed from a house-top it is a 
scene on which to dwell with pleasure, and one 

out a map, which is here reproduced, and, considering the 
difficulties of such an undertaking, it is wonderfully accurate. 
M. Lambert also wrote an account of the city, which was 
published in the Bulletin de la Societe de Geoyrapliie. Of this 
I have freely availed myself. It may here be stated that 
another of tho very few Europeans who have lived for any 
length of time in the interior of the country is Mr. Archibald 
Fairlie, C.E , now of Cannon Street, London. He was for some 
years in the service of the late emperor. Large mills for the 
manufactuie of cane and beet-root sugar, machinery for clean- 
ing and pressing cotton, and other works, were erected in 
Morocco under Mr. Fairlie’s supei intendeuce, and, what is 
remarkable, entirely by native labour. 

Mr. Fairlie was regarded favourably by the late emperor, and 
with respect by all classes of the people. This was largely due 
to the fact, that he always upheld the dignity and good faith of 
an English gentleman in his dealings with the natives. All 
the improvements which Mr. Fairlie laboured so hard to intro- 
duce have long since vanished under tho combined inflaence 
of ignorance and despotism. 
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which, for the time leads the spectator to forget 
the drawbacks to existence in such a place. 

The tract of country, in the midst of which the 
city stands, rises gently from the mountainous 
district in the west to the Atlas chain ; and from 
measurements made by myself with an accurate 
aneroid barometer, it lies about 1600 feet above 
the level of the sea. The city walls are thick, 
and average a height of twenty-three feet; and 
the area within is very extensive. Square turrets 
flank a portion of the walls, though many of them 
are in a ruinous state, and in parts there are none 
at all. 

That portion of the town lying north, forming 
a sort of peninsula, is surrounded by walls of a 
later date than the rest, and contains the sanc- 
tuary of Sidi Bel Abbes. These walls were raised, 
at the end of the last century, by order of Sidi 
Mohammed Ben Abd Allah. All of them are made 
of tabia ; and in the entire circumvallation are 
seven gates, in addition to two others which lead 
direct into the Kasba or citadel. As seen from 
without, the city has a compact and strong 
appearance ; but it is needless, perhaps, to add 
that, in relation to advanced warfare, it may be 
regarded as quite unfortified. About two thirds 
of the space enclosed is taken up with gardens or 
covered with rubbish. The gates are placed in 
massive archways, within which are guard-houses. 
The streets leading direct from these gates are 
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usually of good breadth, but in other parts of the 
town they are narrow and, particularly in the wet 
season, very filthy. The makers of gunpowder 
procure the materials for the manufacture of salt- 
petre from these street-sweepings, and the men 
employed in this work are the scavengers of the 
city. 

The houses of the superior classes are almost 
all built upon the same plan — that of a central 
court-yard surrounded by long narrow rooms. 
One of these serves for a kitchen, in which cook- 
ing is carried on by means of charcoal fires. 
The other rooms are U3ed for reception and 
sleeping, and accommodate the ladies and chil- 
dren of the family. Near the entrance-door a 
narrow staircase leads to the first floor. This is 
called the douerici, and here it is that the master 
of the house receives his friends. Bach house 
has a well which supplies water for the laun- 
dry and for ordinary use, but drinking-water 
is obtained from the public fountains. In 
some instances the horses of the owner divide 
with the ladies the occupation of the ground 
floor; in other words, one room is used as a 
stable. 

The narrowness of the apartments in the best 
houses of this country cannot fail to attract the 
attention of strangers. They are, generally speak- 
ing, of good height, but are very long in proportion 
to their breadth. This arises from the difficulty 

M 
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experienced in obtaining native wood of sufficient 
length for the floors. The width of the rooms, in 
consequence, seldom exceeds ten or twelve feet. 
The importation of foreign timber has of late years 
caused these limits to be, in some cases, a good 
deal exceeded. The interiors are usually plastered, 
and adorned in various colours with arabesque 
designs and verses taken from the Koran. The 
lower stories of almost all the houses are made of 
tabia, which means mud. The nature of this mud 
varies in different districts. At Terodant, in the 
south, tabia walls are formed by earth and straw 
intermixed. But those of better quality ■ -insist 
of a mixture of one third each of lime, cLy, and 
small pebbles mixed together with water and 
beaten down in a moveable mould, which is raised 
as the wall progresses. The upper story of many 
houses is constructed with bricks of good quality. 
The tower of the Katoubia is the only building of 
stone in the city, there being a great scarcity of 
this material in its vicinity. The best houses are 
situated in the quarters named respectively Zaouia- 
el-Hadhar, Sidi Abd-el-Azyz, Kat Ben Aid, and 
Riadh Zittoun. These quarters are more secure 
than others from attacks of thieves. A street 
which communicates between one quarter, Dhorb, 
and another, is bordered only by little shops, 
or merely by blank walls. As previously said, 
the exterior walls of houses are blank ; all 
windows being made to open on the interior 
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courts. The Djemaa-el-Fna, of which we had 
such disagreeable experience, is the great assembly- 
place of the people. Here the jugglers, gymnasts, 
snake-charmers, and comedians perform in the 
evenings before crowds seated around in a circle ; 
and here it is also that the scum of the population 
constantly prowl; men ready for tumult and 
plunder on any pretext, and, should it further 
their ends, as ready to take life. 

The mosques are numerous, and some are 
spacious buildings. The pride of the city 
is that called El Koutoubia, or the mosque 
of the booksellers. The angles of its square 
jninaret or tower correspond with the four car- 
dinal points of the compass. It is 220 feet in 
height, and being of the same dimensions at top 
as at bottom, it has an imposing effect. On the 
top there is a small turret or lantern, from which 
the name Sma-el-Fanar is derived. The tower 
consists of seven stories, and the ascent from one 
to the other is effected by inclined planes instead 
of stairs. It was built in a.d. 1197, during the 
palmy days of the Moors, by G-uever, a Sevil- 
lian architect, who, about the same period, con- 
structed the Tower of Hassan at Rabat, and the 
Giralda at Seville, from the same designs, and 
by order of the Emirs Almohade, Yacoub, and 
Mansour. 

The mosque itself is a large building of brick, 
much out of repair. The interior, which is never 
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seen by Christian eyes, contains many marble 
pillars, said to have been brought from Spain. 
Beneath the floor there is a cistern as large as the 
building itself, which is used by the Moors for 
ablutions. 

Leo Africanus, in his description of this 
mosque, remarks, “ The roof is most cunningly 
and artificially vaulted, and I have not seen 
many fairer temples;” and he adds, in relation 
to both mosque and city, “ Albeit you shall 
hardly find any temple in the whole world greater 
than this, yet it is very meanly frequented; for 
the people do never assemble there, only on 
Fridays. Under the porch of this temple, it is 
reported that in old time there were almost an 
hundred shops of sale books, and as many on the 
other side over against them; but at this time 
1 think there is not one bookseller in all the 
whole city to be found.” This account was 
written more than 300 years ago. Even then 
this once populous and enlightened city had 
fallen into great decay, arid now little more than 
barbarism and misery prevail. 

Notwithstanding the present neglect of litera- 
ture, the science of astronomy is not altogether 
lost among the Moors. In February, 1868, when 
M. Beaumier visited Morocco, a partial eclipse of 
the sun was visible, and the savant# , desiring to 
make some observations, were obliged on this 
occasion to use the tower of the mosque of Ben 
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Youssef instead of that of the Kotoubia, the 
usual observatory. The reason for change was 
simply this. The harem of the sultan’s brother, 
Muley Ali, was at that time in the neighbourhood, 
and it was feared the philosophers might be 
induced to direct their eyes and their thoughts 
downwards, in place of fixing them on their 
sublime task. 

The mosque of Ben Youssef is, as regards 
height, next to Kotoubia. El Mouezim and El 
Mansoury are also large buildings. One of the 
gates of El Mouezim is said to have been brought 
from Granada by Man sour, the fourth sovereign of 
Morocco j an archway of stone, curiously wrought 
with arabesque sculptures, called Bab Aquenaou, 
is also said to have been brought piecemeal from 
Algesiras. 

There are twenty-one public baths distributed 
over the town and citadel. The method of bathing 
is identical with that of the Turkish bath ; but the 
buildings in which the processes are carried on 
are mean structures compared with those of the 
East. Men are admitted from sunrise to midday 
at a charge of a mouzouna, less than a halfpenny 
each, and women from midday to nightfall at two 
mouzounas each. 

There are three prisons. The largest, to which 
we have already referred, is formed by excavating 
the earth to the depth of about seven feet, and 
then raising an arched roof supported on pillars. 
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Daylight is scantily admitted through, openings 
guarded by iron bars. It contains a reservoir of 
water and a mosque. All prisoners have irons 
riveted upon their legs, and some have an iron 
collar and chain attached to the neck. No food is 
provided by government ; the prisoners, generally 
speaking, being supported by relations or friends. 
In default of these they support themselves by 
making mats, baskets, and cushions, or else they 
live on alms. Those who are unable to work 
often die of hunger. 

Justice in Morocco, as often elsewhere, has a 
keen eye to business. Whenever an unhappy 
wretch is suffered to leave prison, he has to pay 
ten ounces — about tenpence English money — for 
the use of his irons. Another two ounces has to 
be paid to the thaleb, or scribe, who makes out the 
order for release ; and a present has also to be 
given to the Mekhazni, or policeman, who con- 
ducted him to prison, and who, on occasion of his 
deliverance, is sure to be at hand. 

But prior to the payment of these fees a 
preliminary and often most diffi cult arrangement 
must be made. A sum, arbitrarily fixed by the 
kaid, must be paid to him for the prisoner’s release. 
The amount is always an extortionate one, being 
usually regulated by the means of the relatives 
or friends. After much negotiation and many 
appeals, an abatement is at last effected. It also 
sometimes happens that the kaid, after receiving 
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the sum agreed upon, demands still more before 
the prisoner is released, or else, after release, he 
recommits him to prison until a further sum is 
extorted. 

The prison in the citadel is devoted to prisoners 
of state, such as rebellious or refractory governors 
of provinces. Its walls enclose an uncovered 
court around which are little cells, and in the 
centre is a subterranean chamber. Food is pro- 
vided by the authorities, but the prisoners are 
almost always supported by their friends. 

There is a jail in the quarter assigned to the 
Jews, and in which they arc imprisoned when 
charged with ordinary misdemeanours. But when 
guilty of grave crimes they are relegated to 
the foulest and most unwholesome portion of 
the great city prison. Opposite to this stands 
the mar stem, or madhouse. Lunatics reputed 
dangerous are fastened to the walls by means 
of a collar round the neck, and a very heavy 
chain. This chain is lengthened at night just 
sufficiently to allow the unhappy wretch to lie 
down on the bare ground, and the whole of the 
inmates are fed upon bread supplied out of the 
revenues of the mosques. The first floor of this 
institution is used as a jail for women. They do 
not wear fetters, but they are compelled, like the 
rest of the prisoners, to pay a sum of money 
before they are released. The women detained 
here are chiefly those of reputed bad lives, and all 



168 


MOROCCO AND THE MOORS. 


such, as are arrested in the streets during the 
night. 

There are a great many markets for the sale of 
merchandise. One of these, Souk-el-Djedid, is 
devoted to imported woven fabrics, and the English 
visitor is half surprised by the sight of familiar 
marks and names. But the goods of Manchester 
find their way everywhere, and to few places in 
reality more out of the world than to this semi- 
savage city of Morocco. 

In the Souk-el-Atarin, sugar, tea, and drugs 
are sold. The Souk Smata is for the sale of 
shoes. The blacksmiths, carpenters, and butchers 
have each a street communicating one will; the 
other. These correspond with the bazaars of the 
East, and are not inhabited at uight except by 
the guards. The communicating gates are then 
closed. 

The wholesale merchants have their warehouses 
and offices in what is called a fondouk, or cara- 
vansary. The principal fondouks are Rangia, 
Djedid, El Melah, Selem, Hadj-el-Arbi, and Sid 
Amara. 

Besides these fondouks there are a great 
number of others which are used as inns by 
strangers coming into the city with their donkeys 
and camels. These are filthy places in which 
accommodation is afforded at the charge of one 
mouzouna a day for each person, and two 
mouzounas for each beast. The master of the 
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establishment is responsible for the safety of the 
anim als, but he does not supply them with food. 

A fondouk, if belonging to a merchant, is gene- 
rally on a large scale, the court-yard being sur- 
rounded by a number of rooms which are used for 
the storage of bulky articles. The rooms on the 
floor above, around which is a gallery, are devoted 
to more portable wares. In the case of fondouks 
used as inns, the court-yards serve to contain the 
animals, and the small rooms surrounding them 
shelter the owners and other visitors. 

There are two weekly markets, one held on 
Thursday, the other on Friday ; the former, 
known as Souk-el- Khemis, is the principal one. It 
is held partly within the town in the open space, 
Khemis Dakhalani, and partly outside the gate, 
Bab-el-Khemis. Camels, horses, mules, and asses 
are sold in it. On the sale of each animal a 
guarantee that it has not been stolen, verified 
by a notary, is required. The Friday market, 
held in the Djamaa-el-Fna, is for the sale of homed 
cattle. 

In the centre of the city, close to the market 
for spun materials, Souk-el Ghezel, is that for 
slaves. This, which is the principal market in the 
whole country for the sale of negroes, is held 
during the hour before sunset on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays. The slaves are brought 
direct here from Soudan and Sus. 

Near at hand is the grain and salt market, 
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Rhahba. A toll of three ounces is taken here on 
each load which enters the market, and this pro- 
duces a considerable revenue. A toll is also 
charged at the gates on all country products, 
with the exception of corn, as they enter or leave 
the city. The charge is a direct tax of about 
fifteenpence for each load. Another tax, enkess, 
of about two-and-a-half per cent., is levied on all 
articles sold, even when such are of local manu- 
facture, and it is laid also upon all goods sold by 
auction. These various taxes are annually farmed 
out to the highest bidder. The monopoly for the 
sale, in the city, of tobacco and kief, gives a return 
to the Government of about 100,000 -..mats 
annually, or 6000/. 

Morocco is not a manufacturing city like Fez 
or Rabat, and such textile fabrics as it produces 
are of inferior quality. The only manufacture 
in which it excels is that of leather; and the 
colours produced in this material are chiefly red 
and yellow. 

There are within the city a great number of 
horse-mills for grinding corn ; and without, near 
the Bab Rob, about a dozen small water-mills ; 
but the poor grind their corn at home in small 
hand-mills. The millstones are obtained in the 
neighbourhood. Meal is sifted in small sieves 
by women; these articles being made by Jews. 
Bread is sold in flat cakes in the open streets. 
It is of good quality, but much impregnated with 



THE CITY AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 171 


grit owing to the soft material of which the mill- 
stones are composed. 

The palace enclosure of the sultan faces the 
south and the Atlas mountains. It is outside the 
city, but is surrounded by equally high walls. 
It covers a space of about 1500 yards long by 
600 wide; and this is divided into gardens, at- 
tached to which are pavilions. There are two 
large courts, mchoaar, or places of audience, 
around which are arranged apartments for the 
ministers, secretaries and guards. The Treasury, 
containing, it is said, a large amount of specie, 
adjoins the house inhabited by the sultan when- 
ever he visits his capital city. The floor of these 
palace rooms are paved with various coloured 
tiles; but, with the exception of mats, carpets, 
and cushions, they contain no furniture. 

There is only one charitable institution in the 
city; it stands at the northern extremity, and is 
know as the Zaouia or sanctuary of Sidi Bel 
Abbes. Here destitute persons receive alms and 
find an asylum for the night. It is also a place 
of inviolable refuge for criminals, and those who 
seek its protection take care not to leave till 
pardon has been secured. There arc, however, 
occasions when little faith is placed in the pro- 
mised clemency; and then it is the custom for 
those seeking it to go forth wrapped in some 
drapery from the tomb of the saint, and accom- 
panied by the head of the sanctuary. The pre- 
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sence of the sultan or governor is then sought, 
and pardon is often obtained. 

In Morocco there is no law of mortmain; on 
the contrary, everything is done to encourage the 
growth of ecclesiastical property, and thus the 
mosques and holy places are very richly endowed. 
Bequests are frequently made by piously disposed 
Mussulmans ; and these, which are called habous, 
can never be alienated. Of these, one third only 
of the net rental, or sum accruing, is devoted to 
use ; the other two thirds being employed in ex- 
tending the capital by the purchase of bouses 
and lands. In this way, and by accessor. " from 
other sources, ecclesiastical property is c . ftantly 
and greatly increasing. The value of the habous, 
appertaining to the sanctuary of Sidi Bel Abbes, 
is estimated at 200,000/. in value. 

The city of Morocco has an abundant supply of 
water. To this is due the verdure of the gar- 
dens, and the fine quality of fruits and vegetables. 
It is conveyed into the city by means of aque- 
ducts leading from the hills', Misfeewa and Muley 
Brahim. 

The fountains are numerous, and these, as well 
as the reservoirs and aqueducts, being the work of 
former ages, are for the most part in bad repair 
if not in ruins. One reservoir, El Mouezim, 
has been recently well restored. Close to our 
house was a handsome fountain decorated with 
a Moorish arch, and finely carved in old ara- 
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besque ornament. The name of this fountain 
was Shrub-ou-Shoof, which means “ Behold and 
drink.” It bears the architect’s name, “Mamun.” 
To this is added, “ God be praised that I was able 
to finish this work.” This directness and sim- 
plicity of expression has always characterized the 
Semitic races, and the style and taste of the de- 
coration are in this case quite in keeping. 

The Jews’ quarter is in the southern part of the 
city. Enclosed by high walls, it is about a mile 
and a half in circuit, and is bounded on the south 
and west by the kasba, or citadel. It is called 
El Melah, the salted place, in allusion to the 
utility of the Jews, and often in derision El Mes- 
sous , the place without salt, by which term their 
worthlessness is implied. The gates are guarded 
by Moors appointed by the kaid. It is built of 
tabia, like the rest of the city ; and although this 
is a lasting material, when treated with care, it 
soon, from neglect, becomes ruinous : many dilapi- 
dated houses and tumble-down walls exist in this 
as in the Moorish quarters. 

Here and there, a largo cubic mass of earth, 
as it seems from the street, pierced by a single 
aperture for the door, denoted the house of 
an affluent owner. But these houses are excep- 
tional, — I speak from experience, having entered 
a number of dwellings in various quarters, and 
especially in poor neighbourhoods. Just then the 
rainy season had commenced. Already fetid pools 
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formed by water in which decayed vegetables 
and still greater abominations were soaked, were 
to seen before almost every door that opened 
to the streets, or else into the little courts, around 
which the houses are, in some cases, grouped. 
Under such conditions it is marvellous how people 
exist. The fact that the vital processes are main- 
tained almost shook, at the time, one’s faith in the 
necessity of enforcing sanitary laws. But the 
mortality must be prodigious, though there are 
no registrar- general’s reports on death-rates to 
reveal the fact. What wonder that these poor 
people are pallid and worn, that numbers of them 
are constantly sick with intermittent fevers, that 
to meet any free from ophthalmia is the exception ; 
and from this cause, the proportion of blind 
people among the general population is very 
great. The houses are wretched tenements, con- 
sisting usually of a couple of small rooms with 
low ceilings. Few of these have windows, though, 
during the day, the open door affords light and 
air. But, as the occupants have no idea of the 
necessity of ventilation, the atmosphere of the 
rooms must be stifling when the doors are closed 
at night. In addition to this evil, all that is objec- 
tionable, as regards decency and order in our own 
over-crowded dwellings, must necessarily prevail. 
Yet, in justice to these poor Israelites, it must 
be added that the rooms were, in general, clean. 
The walls were limewashed, and the matted floors, 
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unencumbered by furniture, had a neat appear- 
ance. 

The population of the Jewish quarter is indus- 
trious and painstaking. Here, as in other places, 
they devote themselves more to sedentary occu- 
pations, such as that of the silversmith, engraver, 
shoemaker, or tailor, than to laborious out-door 
trades. Jewish butchers are, however, numerous, 
and it speaks well for the practical value of a 
certain portion of ceremonial usages that the 
Moors deal with them in preference to butchers 
of their own persuasion, because of the care 
taken by Jews in the selection of animal a for 
food. 

As might be expected, this isolated community 
is superstitious and credulous in a high degree. 
They put full faith in charms and amulets, and in 
order to control destiny, practise many things 
repugnant to our ideas. Some of the means re- 
sorted to for the cure of disease are especially of 
this kind. 

The belief of these Jews in the “ evil eye ” is 
very steadfast. They assure you that far more 
deaths take place from this than from natural 
causes. The sign of one harmless piece of super- 
stition may be observed in almost every house. 
The city of Morocco is greatly infested by scor- 
pions. In order to keep such venomous intruders 
out of the houses, a paper on which is drawn the 
rude picture of one or two scorpions is stuck on 
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the door-post of every house. Above this, in 
Hebrew characters, is an array of mystical words 
arranged on the principal of the ancient abraca- 
dabra. Below it is written a solemn imprecation. 
The rabbi who prepares this precious document 
must, in order to make it effective, rightly observe 
certain circumstances. It must be written only 
on the first night of Sivan, near Pentecost, and 
previous to his labours he must immerse himself 
three times in a bath, as also cut his nails. When 
finished, it is as follows, except that the mystical 
part is given in English instead of Hebrew cha- 
racters : — 


Epicoros 


Apretata 

Picoros 


Pretata 

Icoros 

BIUJ 

Betata 

Coros 

UlUir) 

Etata 

Oros 

nraiSj 

Tata 

Bos 

UlUlSirp 

Ata 

Os 

uiuxSna 

Ta 

S 

uim%qy 

A 


The translation of the inscription below these 
cabalistic letters reads thus : — 

“ O scorpion, daughter of a scorpion, be thou 
accursed by the strength of every power that 
exists. Prom the mouth of the Prophet Joshua, 
the son of Nun; from the mouth of the High 
Priest Judah Bar Eli ; and also from the mouth 
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pnsj 
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PO) 

li^j 

cppnr?v 

p/j 
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p; 

^f> 


pt> 

v>u* 
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Fac-simile of a Cabalistic charm against Scorpions. 
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of the High Priest Judah Bar Ezekiel; so that 
you may not pass the threshold of this door, nor 
hurt any Israelite or son of an Israelite, now 
and for evermore. This is by command of the 
High Priest. Simon Bar Yuli. Amen.” “They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: for the earth shall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
» 2 

S8£L. 

A Jew told me that a short time previously he 
was an eye-witness to the efficacy of this impre- 
cation. A large scorpion ran to the door of a 
room, and then stopped suddenly, as if stupefied; 
it was, in fact, a case of no admittance. Several 
members of his family were summoned, and all 
agreed in the truth of the prodigy. 

The Jews are known to have much money and 
other valuables in their possession. On this ac- 
count, in a country like Morocco, where banks 
and places of deposit for security are unknown, 

* The fac-aimile of this document is here presented. The 
original was written on coarse note-paper ; Mi’. Davis, editor 
of the Jewish World newspaper, kindly furnished the transla- 
tion, given, and added as follows: — “The Hebrew inscription 
beneath the scorpious, we have, in spite of difficulties, fairly 
translated. The document is written in a carious style, and 
is unintelligible to any ordinary reader of Hebrew. But it 
aflSwds a very interesting specimen of a common order of 
superstition prevalent among the Jews in Morocco. The 
cabalistic letters may be supposed to have power against 
the insects, somewhat after the manner of the imprecations 
levelled against the ‘ Jackdaw of Rheim-.' " 
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much uneasiness, in times of public disturbance, 
is inevitable. 

This was the case at the period of our visit. 
For although it was stated that 500 men 
were nightly employed by the kaid in the pro- 
tection of the Jewish quarter, depredations had 
already commenced, and the uppermost thought in 
every Jew’s mind was this — ■“ What if our guards 
betray us?” “ quis custodict ipsos custodes?” Nor 
was it pleasant to find, in this depressing state of 
public affairs, a strong feeling of distrust and 
jealousy among the Jews themselves. Their mis- 
fortunes, it might be thought, would have been a 
bond of union ; yet, here as elsewhere, there were 
cliques and parties who talked of each i ther with 
bitterness. Thus, many of the Jews attributed 
the suspension of certain privileges granted by 
the sultan at the intercession of Sir Moses Monte- 
fiore to the action of an influential member of their 
own community who, they alleged, was, for sub- 
stantial reasons, devoted to the interests of the 
Moorish government. They even went so far as 
to say that certain communications from England, 
intended for the sultan, and sent through the 
quarter in question, had never been forwarded. 
But it seemed to me then, as it does still, that all 
this was unfounded suspicion, and, more likely than 
not, to be due to the erroneous im pressions of 
a suffering and politically degraded people trying 
to fix blame somewhere. As for the late sultan. 
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although in the European sense a tyrant, and even 
cruel, he was not regarded as such by his own 
countrymen; but, on the contrary, they looked 
upon him as comparatively a mild ruler. He 
appears also to have been a just man, with every 
disposition to keep faith and observe engagements. 
But, as is too often the case with so-called abso- 
lute rulers, ho was not master of his own actions ; 
for public opinion, guided by a fanatical religion, 
cannot be disregarded. He was said to have been 
disposed to gradually increase the liberties of the 
Jews instead of curtailing them. For, according 
to an Arab proverb, as my informant added, “ If 
you want to cook a camel you must first cut it 
in pieces.” 

The disqualifications and indignities to which 
the Jews are subjected in the city of Morocco, so 
far as they came under my own observation, were 
as follows : — 1. They are never allowed to wear the 
turban. 2. In the presence of a governor, or 
when passing a mosque, Jews are obliged to 
remove the blue handkerchief with which the head 
is at other times bound. 3. They must wear 
black instead of the yellow shoes always worn by 
the Moors. 4. When they go from their own 
quarter into the Moorish town, both men and 
women are compelled to take off their shoes and 
walk barefooted ; and this degradation appeared 
especially painful when one had occasion to walk 
with a Jewish friend through the filthy streets of 

n 2 
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the Moorish quarters. 5. A Jew meeting a Moor 
must always pass to the left. 6. Jews are not 
allowed to ride through the city. 7. They are 
not permitted to carry arms. 8. In the exercise 
of their religion they are restricted to private 
houses ; hence there are no public buildings used 
as synagogues. This restriction applies equally 
to other parts of the empire, except Tangier. 

Ho doubt there are other more or less annoying 
interferences with personal liberty which do not 
meet the eye. But the list given is enough to 
show that the grievances of the Jewish community 
are far from being merely sentimental. They live 
under the yoke of an iron despotism, and, as 
might be expected, betray this in their manner 
and appearance. The men are in general of 
medium height, but slender, long visaged, and 
sallow. It is sad to see them walk with bowed 
heads and slow steps through the streets of their 
mother city ; — rather, indeed, a hard step-mother, 
who, while acknowledging their right to a harsh 
protection, subjects them to the taunts and ill- 
treatment of her more favoured progeny. Even 
the horse-play and practical jokes of the Moors 
are highly inconvenient to the Jews. Here is one 
instance. In some seasons the gardens in and 
about the city are so productive that oranges are 
absolutely of no value except it be for pelting 
the Jews. It is indeed regarded as a seasonable 
sport, like that of snowballs in England, for which 
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oranges are no bad substitute. Woe to the un- 
happy Israelite who is seen in the street, or on a 
housetop, during this saturnalia of the Moorish 
youth. Assailed by shouts and jeers, he is, unless 
saved by hasty flight, ridiculously besmeared ; and, 
from the violence of the blows, he also runs the 
risk of receiving more serious injury. On this 
account the authorities have, of late, made efforts 
to suppress this curiously literal kind of “ Orange 
riots.” 

Morocco, as regards Africa, is a cosmopolitan 
city. Its inhabitants include Moors, Algerians, 
Tunisians, Egyptians, natives of the Sahara, 
negroes from Soudan, and occasionally negroes 
from Senegal are met with. Three languages 
are commonly spoken : Arabic, which is most 
general; Shluh, the language of the inhabitants 
of the Atlas and of the south ; and Guennaoui, the 
speech of the negroes. 

Without the aid of anything in the shape of a 
census it is extremely difficult to arrive at safe 
conclusions in relation to the number of inhabi- 
tants of a city spread unequally over a large space. 
The custom of shutting women up adds to the 
difficulty. Even the Moors themselves have very 
hazy notions on this subject. One of the citizens 
gravely assured me that the city contained some 
millions of people. But, so far as an estimate can 
be made, the following data, carefully put together 
by M. Lambert, is, without doubt, close to the 
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truth. He has grouped, as follows, the people 
according to their occupations. 

Mussulmans — Landed proprietors and 

agriculturists . . 1,200 

Ulemas and Adools . . 150 

Thalebs and students . 800 

Wholesale merchants . 100 

Traders (woven goods and 

groceries . . . 500 

,, (haiks and carpets) 800 
Shopkeepers (oil, wood, 

charcoal, pottery) . . 1,000 

Manufacturers (haiks and 

carpets, &c.) . . 800 

Carpenters, smiths, and 

sellers of old iron . . 350 

Makers and sellers of ropes 250 

Tanners, shoemakers, and 
cobblers . . . 1,500 

Masons, labourers, and por- 
ters .... 2,500 

Millers and bakers . . 600 

Government employes . 400 

Negroes belonging to the 

Government . . . 2,000 

Soldiers, bokhary, and 

others .... 2,000 


14,450 
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Brought forward .... 14,410 
Mekhazny, soldiers in the 
service of the kaid, of 
the mohtasseb, of the 
kadies and others . 500 

Paupers, beggars, and vaga- 
bonds . . .' . 1,500 


16,450 

By adding to this total of 16,450 males an equal 
number of females, as also an equal number of 
children of both sexes, together with 6000 Jews of 
both sexes and all ages, the result gives the sum 
total of over 55,000 souls as constituting the 
population of the city of Morocco. 

Although many of the Moors have a plurality of 
wives, beside female slaves as concubines, at least 
half of the males above specified have only one 
wife, or else are unmarried. 

The town is governed by the kaid and a num- 
ber of subordinates ; namely, the khalifa, or vice- 
governor, the moul-el-dhoour, or chief of the 
night guards, the mohtasseb, or chief of the day 
guards and administrator of the markets, two 
kadies, or judges and officers of public worship, 
and the nadher, or manager of the property of 
the mosques and of the city. In addition, every 
branch of industry and trade has its amin, or 
head man ; and each quarter of the town has its 
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mok-kadem and its special nadher. This com- 
plicated system of government is well calculated 
to foster the systematic corruption which prevails 
in all places of trust. Yet, it must be stated, 
that in certain rare instances men in power gain 
for themselves a character for honour and honesty 
of purpose. 

As might be expected in the case of such wild 
and undisciplined hordes as inhabit the city of 
Morocco, crime is rampant. Murders are of very 
frequent occurrence ; and although the lex tcilionis 
is a leading doctrine of the Mohammedan religion, 
Moorish avarice almost always overrides revenge ; 
and the friends of a murdered man are induced for 
the sake of a sum of money to settle the affair. 

One phase of European civilization has its coun- 
terpart in this city. Like their London brethren, 
the Morocco thieves devote themselves to special 
branches of their art. One class is addicted to 
stealing clothes from baths. Others take the 
slippers deposited in the porches of the mosques. 
Many follow the pursuit of stealing fruit from 
gardens. Others are pickpockets, who ingeniously 
cut holes in the hood of the jelabeer, which, when 
thrown back, is used as a pocket ; or else they cut 
the string by which the scarrah or leather bag is 
suspended to the body. Many steal horses, mules, 
and camels, &c., not a few are professed burglars. 
All robbers are known more or less to his mok- 
kadem, who turns this knowledge to account. 
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Whenever a robbery of importance takes place, 
the kaid sends for this functionary and informs 
him that a perquisition of the quarter will be at 
once made unless the offender be immediately 
named. It was stated that the golden age of 
thieves, which had lasted five years, had just ter- 
minated with the deposition of the kaid, Ben 
Daoud. 



CHAPTER X. 


MOROCCO TO SAFFI. 

We left Morocco on October lOtb, being only too 
glad to shake its dust from our feet and turn our 
faces towards Saffi and the coast. Yet tbe palm 
groves outside the city, having been refreshed by 
the late rains, looked more than usually alluring 
and beautiful. 

We rode as far as the Tensift without a halt, 
and breakfasted under the fine shade of some noble 
date-trees. Here, at this season, the river was 
contracted to a shallow stream, though its sands 
were a quarter of a mile in width. There was the 
usual fringe of verdure, and many kinds of beauti- 
ful little birds were disporting among the shrubs. 
We observed some rooks perched on the palm tops, 
but they looked singularly out of place, and, judg- 
ing by their attitudes, it was with difficulty they 
kept their footing on the broad leaves. 

Resuming our journey, we entered upon a 
country made rough by rocks of quartz and slate, 
which in some places were arranged in perpendi- 
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cular strata. About eighteen miles from the city 
we reached the base of a hill which rose from 
the level rather abruptly, and here the plain of 
Morocco ended. At the top of this hill, and at 
an elevation of 1850 feet above the sea, we took 
our last view of the city, the tower of the Katoubia 
bearing south by ten degrees east. 

Our way now lay over stony and arid hills, and 
it soon turned towards the north. Timbarkate 
signalized himself by dismounting and shooting a 
venomous snake which lay basking in the sun. A 
great uproar as usual followed, and numberless 
maledictions and expressions of disgust were 
wasted upon the dead reptile. 

About four p.m. we reached the inzella of 
Emsra belonging to the Woled Eliria, Kabila ; and 
as the place was well wooded we strolled a little 
way with our guns, attended by the old sheik of 
the place. We saw several desert partridges, yet 
did not get within shot ; but one I made at a hare 
won the admiration of the patriarch. Indeed his 
delight was unbounded, for ho showed by panto- 
mime, repeated over and over again, how the gun 
was raised and the hare turned head over heels 
while running at full speed. All the villagers 
were told of the exploit, and I was the hero of the 
evening. The extra civility of this sheik was due, 
probably, to the fact that when leaving Morocco 
El Geroui had sent us a letter for delivery to him. 
We had not asked for such a favour, but the crafty 
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ruler was only too happy to do anything which 
was likely to expedite our departure. 

This inzella was only formed by a fence made of 
cut sidra shrubs, so piled one upon another as to 
form an impenetrable hedge. I was more than 
usually troubled here by applicants for medical 
advice; probably it was supposed that being so 
good a shot, I must be a particularly good doctor. 

Oct. 11. — We were early in the saddle, and soon 
after setting out saw in the breaking light a fox, 
a jackal, and some ravens. A great part of the 
journey was over a good but monotonous road, 
with but little surrounding vegetation, except the 
sidra tree. We passed the saint-house of Sidi 
Hamet Ben Brahim; and after that we had a 
long ride under a strong sun, made less endurable 
by want of water. Our midday halt was most 
uncomfortable from the same cause, and also from 
want of shade, and it was long before water could 
be obtained from a distance. Except for some 
corn-fields seen towards the close of the day, the 
country passed through was barren. The distance 
travelled was about thirty-five miles. 

It was three o’clock in the afternoon when we 
arrived at our halting’place, the residence of the 
Governor of Bled Ahmar, to whom we had a 
letter from Bu Bekr. This residence was a huge 
building, which realized to the mind one of those 
fictitious castles so dear to the ima gina tion of 
childhood, where giants once dwelt and innocent 
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victims 'were confined, and which good and true 
knights, clad in the brightest mail, attacked and 
entered. Its grey tabia walls and crumbling cas- 
tellated turrets gave it a dismal and forbidding 
aspect. Entering by the guarded gateway, we 
passed into a large courtyard where were slaves 
and soldiers, cattle and horses. The quarters 
assigned to us consisted of an isolated open 
square, around which were apartments of the 
usual kind, long and narrow, and with no other 
furniture than matting on the floor. Yet even 
this approach to comfort was most welcome, for 
we were fatigued, and not as yet recovered from 
our illness. 

The governor himself was reported to be 
unwell, and almost as soon as we arrived his 
brother came to inquire if I would undertake to 
cure him. I replied, “ That so far as I could 
judge from his brother’s report, he was suffering 
from intermittent fever. I would willingly do my 
best for him, and should probably succeed.” This 
message was conveyed to him, and was, without 
doubt, considered unsatisfactory, for I heard 
nothing further of him. 

His brother showed great interest in my photo- 
graphic apparatus. His surprise at seeing objects 
turned upside down when he looked through the 
camera was great. But explanation would have 
been fruitless. No doubt the whole process was 
attributed to the contrivance of the devil, with 
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whom all Christians are supposed to be in close 
alliance, indeed it being only through Satanic 
aid that the latter attain power to do so many 
things unknown to the true believer. 

A great mess of kuskussoo and mutton was sent 
us for dinner in the usual wooden vessel. It was 
so greasy and rancid that we did it little justice ; 
but our Moors did not fail in this respect, and it 
disappeared with marvellous rapidity. Indeed 
nothing we received from the governor’s stores 
was at all good, except some tea; and this was 
excellent. A piece of candle was given to us 
for light, and more was refused. I contrived, 
however, to bribe one of the slaves with some gun- 
powder, with the result that he produced an 
ordinary composition candle. In short, my ideas 
of our reception by a governor received a rude 
shock. I had expected something approaching 
luxury, whereas our lodging and living were only 
shelter and the plainest food. Into the penetralia 
of the palace I had no excuse to enter, for I had 
not guaranteed to cure its owner. Some pretext 
of this sort was needed, as without it it was not 
permitted to show the Frank that inner sanctuary, 
where reigned supreme four legitimate wives and 
numerous frail beauties. 

During and after dinner, we were besieged by 
a staring crowd of Moors and slaves, who were 
anxious to witness and know all about our move- 
ments. One fine young black from Timbuctoo 
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made private overtimes to tlie effect that he would 
like to run away from his master and follow my 
fortunes. The worst part of this interview was 
the doctoring. Black and white alike had some 
complaint, a description of which I was expected 
patiently to listen to, and then cure, as the 
Americans say, “ right away.” At length, when 
wearied out, and needing to go to rest, we had 
the greatest difficulty in clearing our room. 
Medical reputation of this kind is highly incon- 
venient, and the practice it brings is not re- 
munerative. 

We were provided next morning with a dainty 
for breakfast, which we failed to appreciate. This 
was old unsalted butter. We did not even taste 
it, for the smell was enough. The men, how- 
ever, did not copy our abstinence, but ate 
voraciously and pronounced it to be of rare 
quality. Butter in Morocco is estimated according 
'to age, as wine is by ourselves, and this in question 
was, we were assured, a year old. 

While making an examination of the castle so 
far as was possible, I came upon a sad spectacle. 
In the courtyard, near the entrance to our quarters, 
was an opening in the ground. It was the size of 
an ordinary skylight, and, strongly secured by 
bars, was further protected by a low wall. The 
place was in fact an underground prison, and the 
barred opening the only entrance for light and 
air ; for the door was like that of a burial vault. 
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Having an opportunity, I descended and examined 
this prison. It was simply an excavation without 
masonry, the size of a large room. In order to 
prevent escape therefrom, and to avoid the 
necessity of arching the top, the chamber had 
been sunk low in the earth, and the superin- 
cumbent mass above left proportionately thick. 
It would be impossible to imagine a more gloomy 
or depressing dungeon than this grave for living 
men. There was just light enough to show the 
horrors of the place, while the earthy smell made 
its resemblance to a tomb complete. 

At this time the prison was almost empty. 
One fine-looking fellow, heavily manacled and 
secured by an iron neck collar to which a strong 
chain was attached, lay on the floor. Three or 
four lesser culprits heavily ironed were in the 
courtyard. But this was an indulgence only 
allowed during the day, for at night they were 
sent below to share in the gravc-like prison. 

We tried, but failed, to learn the nature of the 
crimes these men had committed. But this much 
was certain, that trifling offences are made a 
ready pretext for arresting any one suspected of 
possessing money and therefore capable of paying 
for release. But the Moor’s endurance is as great 
as his avarice, and he suffers long before he parts 
with his hoarded wealth. 

Among other qualifications which I got credit 
for was the repair of musical instruments. A 
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musical box was brought to me to be mended, but 
I respectfully declined the job. 

Game abounds in this neighbourhood. The 
governor had a brace of handsome greyhounds, 
and some of his retinue brought them out for us 
to course with. But the time at our disposal 
was too short to do more than start a hare, 
which was not killed. We also flushed a large 
covey of desert partridges, as well as many red- 
legged partridges, and several birds apparently of 
the plover kind, their wings being tipped with black. 

We left the castle soon after midday, and, pass- 
ing through a fertile plain, soon beheld a strange 
sight ; what appeared to be a wide expanse of snow 
beneath a glaring and burning sun. This snow- 
like material was indeed a product of the sun, for 
it was a lake filled with salt. In winter it was a 
shallow lake of brine, which the rapid evaporative 
powers of summer converted into a solid mass. I 
rode some way out upon it, the mule’s feet sinking 
as if in so much snow. Far out a number of 
men were employed in loading camels with the 
salt. This is a valuable article of commerce, for 
the product of these brine lakes, there being others 
in the country, is conveyed by caravans into 
Central Africa as far as Timbuctoo. I made the 
elevation of this lake 1250 feet above the sea 
level. 

From this place the road is level and good for 
some distance. About ten miles from the salt 
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lake we crossed a range of hills, running north 
and south, and soon afterwards descended into a 
narrow defile about three miles and a half in 
length ; its width and the elevation of the hill on 
either siie being very uniform. The sun was 
setting, and the pass having a bad repute as the 
lurking-place of thieves, we hurried through, so 
as to be clear of it before darkness set in. After 
a journey of about twenty-one miles we stopped 
at an inzella, where, somewhat to our surprise, 
considering our previous experience, we were 
received with a spirit of genuine hospitality. The 
sheik supplied us with fowls, eggs, and other 
things, and positively refused remuneration. It 
was a glorious moonlight night, and we dined in the 
open air. The cool breeze and subdued light, after 
the heat and glare of the day, were most refreshing. 

We left early next morning, and soon passed 
on the left another governor’s house. After this 
we crossed some barren hills, and then descended 
to a table-land possessing deep soil of a rich 
chocolate colour. Much of it was cultivated, and 
over a portion the caraway plant flourished. 
Then the signs of cultivation disappeared, and 
the palmetto-tree varied a landscape which soon 
became rugged and rocky. At last the town of 
Saffi was discovered nestling under steep hills, 
and washed by the blue sea. Our day’s journey 
had been about thirty-three miles, and we entered 
Saffi early in the afternoon. 



CHAPTER XL 

SAFFI. 

We were hospitably received by Mr. Hunot, the 
British Vice-Consul, and stayed some days at his 
house. Here we dismissed all our Moors, retaining 
only Leo. Subsequently, on my return north 
from Mogador, I again stayed a couple of days 
in the town, and, on this occasion, was indebted 
for the same kindness to Mr. Murdoch, the prin- 
cipal merchant of the port. In a place where 
there are no hotels, such attention from our 
countrymen is as valuable as it is well appre- 
ciated. It will thus be convenient to group 
together the events of both visits. 

Saffi, or Azaphi, as spelt by Leo Africanus, was 
founded by the Cartkagenians, and is, therefore, 
a town of very great antiquity. It may be re- 
garded as the capital of the province of Abda; 
it is surrounded by a high wall, and is placed 
between two hills. It was captured by the Portu- 
guese in 1508, but abandoned by them in 1641. 
Extensive ruins of the castles and fortified places 

o 2 
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still remain. The population is about 8000, of 
whom a considerable number are Jews. The 
sanitary condition of the place is very low; yet 
it is not so unhealthy as might be expected. 
Placed under high hills, the summer heat is very 
great; and in this respect Saffi contrasts unfa- 
vourably with Mogador, situated two days’ easy 
journey to the south. Another small town, called 
Rabat, lies close beside it, not more than five 
hundred yards to the south. Rabat is, in fact, a 
famous sanctuary presided over by its own gover- 
nor, the privileges of the place extending on the 
one hand to the walls of Saffi, and on the other 
half a mile on the road towards Mogador. Here 
fraudulent debtors, highwaymen, and assassins 
live, for a time at least, without fear of arrest, 
under the eyes of the persons they have injured, 
. and beyond the power of the law. To this subject 
of sanctuaries and their privileges we shall again 
refer. 

Being one of the holy cities of Morocco, pilgrim- 
ages are made to the shrines of Saffi. It has 
many saint-houses, and the usual accompaniment 
of lazy priests who live on the bounty of the 
devout. One saint-house situated on the side 
of a hill, just outside the town, is held in parti- 
cular veneration. It is called the House of the 
Seven Brothers, or Woled Ben Jinnero, that is 
“the sons of the son of Jinnero.” All seven died 
on the same day, and were canonized in a bunch. 
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But the remarkable thing is, that it is yet an 
unsettled question "whether they "were Moors or 
Jews ; for they are claimed as co-religionists by 
both sects, who alike venerate them. Thousands of 
persons flock annually from distant parts to receive 
the benefits which are supposed to emanate from 
the seven holy graves ; among which, cure of affec- 
tions of the eye are judged to stand pre-eminent. 

The sultan’s palace — a large dilapidated pile, 
overlooks the town, it contains some fine rooms 
"with lofty and richly-ornamented ceilings. The 
part most important, and constructed of stone, is 
Portuguese work ; and over the principal entrance 
heraldic devices are still visible. 

On one of the terraces a few brass guns bearing 
the British arms were mounted, and on another 
were some of iron of moderate caliber, but honey- 
combed and rusted to the last degree. Some few 
artillerymen occupied the place, and that of my 
visit was one of their fete-days. The guns were ot 
course fired, and the old walls shook with the 
sound ; but neither walls fell nor guns burst, as 
might, from the condition of both, have been anti- 
cipated. The gunners afterwards entertained me 
at a midday tea party. In a ruinous part of the 
building I saw, to my surprise and to my convic- 
tion that there is nothing new under the sun, a 
small cannon on the breech-loading principle, but 
it was utterly corroded and spoiled. This piece 
had evidently, centuries before, been left here by 
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the Portuguese, and proved that the germ of the 
Armstrong masterpiece was in existence at that 
early date. 

In this palace I examined with interest a small 
but compact suite of rooms, once belonging to a 
sultana of our own race. Though much out of 
repair, enough remained to show that they had 
been built and finished with care. 

An Irish sergeant of sappers and miners w as, by 
request, sent with some others from the garrison 
of Gibraltar into the service of the Sultan Sidi 
Mohammed. The man died soon after, and the 
widow, wishing to be sent home, sought an audi- 
ence with the sultan. It was granted, but with 
the result, that his majesty, being smitten with the 
woman’s charms, made her “ an offer,” which, not- 
withstanding all drawbacks of race, religion, and 
country, was accepted. The renegade Irish- 
woman became the favourite of the harem, and in 
due time a son was bora in this palace at Saffi. 
He was named Muley Yezid, though afterwards 
better known by the sobriquet of Elhayer llama ret, 
or red board, a characteristic derived from his 
mother’s race. Ultimately bo became sultan, and 
in that capacity was the most sanguinary monarch 
known in the annals of Morocco. Our interpre- 
ter’s great uncle held a post of importance under 
the government, but did not conduct its affairs 
according to Yezid’s views, and the poor Jew was 
burned alive. This is but a single instance of his 
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ferocity. He was in the habit of saying that the 
empire would never be governed well till blood 
flowed in a stream between the gate of his palace 
and that of the city. The savage acts of this 
Moroquin Nero were at times characterized by a 
jocoseness as singular as it was sanguinary. Ho 
would order the decapitation of a couple of his 
domestics, and then play at bowls with their heads. 
On occasions he would feast all the poor of a dis- 
trict at the expense of some rich bashaw. He was 
blessed and cursed by turns on account of his in- 
consistencies, which were characteristic of mad- 
man, fool, and despot. Yet in one thing Yezid 
was consistent ; lie was the steady friend of the 
English, to the exclusion of all other nationalities. 

At length his unceasing barbarities excited a civil 
war, and Yezid was mortally wounded by a silver 
coin used as a bullet from a gun. In a previous 
attempt upon his life, one formed of lead had failed 
to do its appointed work, and it was then concluded 
that magic made him invulnerable to projectiles 
formed of base metal. He was carried to his 
palace at Casa Blanca where he survived but one 
day, yet it is said that in that single day, prompted 
by a diabolical spirit of empty vengeance, he caused 
more people to be put to death than during all his 
previous life. This occurred in 1792, when Yezid 
was in his forty- fourth year, and just as the second 
year of his savage reign was drawing to a close. 

The surf at Saffi is so dangerous that the place 
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is frequently inaccessible from the sea. It was 
amusing to observe tlie skill and daring with 
which the boats laden with grain were piloted to 
the vessels in the offing. Just beyond the landing- 
place is a large rock, which at high tide is sur- 
rounded by water. This forms a look-out for a 
Moor, whose duty it is to signal to the boatmen 
when he thinks the surf is practicable for their 
boats. About every seventh wave is the largest, 
and the look-out man counting this succession, 
guides his procedure partly thereby. But with 
every precaution accidents often occur; the bags 
of corn are overwhelmed by the surging waves, 
and lives are sometimes lost. 1 

Four or five miles inland from Saffi there is a 
giant olive-tree. To see it is the favourite object 
of a ride, and the ladies of Mr. Murdoch’s family 
were good enough to accompany me thither. 
The ground traversed was in a great part rocky, 
but in places the soil was highly fertile. The 
country then (November 1) was becoming clothed 
with the verdure of spring. Various bulbous 
plants were in bloom ; and in some places we saw 
the beautiful and rare flower, Narcissus Brous- 

1 Captain Hogg, with whom I made the return voyage, told 
me that he had been nine years trading on the coast, and had 
occasion, about six times each year, to stop at Saffi, yet he had 
only ventured to go ashore three times. Such apprehensions 
for the safety of vessels prove the dangerous nature of the 
roadstead. 
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sonetii in rich clusters, and were charmed with 
the sweetness of its perfume. 2 The pretty little 
Narcissus Serotina was more diffused, yet much 
less gregarious. In one place where grew some 
vigorous plants of the white broom, we noticed 
that their slender branches were tied in numerous 
knots. The sanctuary of a favourite saint lies 
not far off, and at this particular turn of the 
road, where it first comes into view, pious Moors 
stay and make these knots. They are a sort of 
votive offering, made possibly to the dead, as in 
old days stone after stone was added by passers- 
by to the memorial cairn. 

This large olive-tree was held in great respect 
by the Moors, who called it Lallali Goboosha, or 
Lady Olive-tree. The glorious shade from the 
scorching sun which its mass of dark green 
foliage affords truly entitles her ladyship to high 
respect. The outside circumference of the tree 
was, as I ascertained, 120 yards ; and the circum- 
ference of the main trunk, including irregularities, 
28 feet. We judged the height to be about 
45 feet. An olive-tree of these dimensions is, I 
believe, unknown elsewhere. But this eccentric 
old lady seems to have discovered the secret of 
marvellously extending her limits and of renewing 
her youth. 

a Through the kindness of Mrs. Ford I have been put in 
possession of some bulbs of this plant. They have been grown 
successfully in the Royal Gardens, Kew. 
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The lower branches grew upwards till, bent by 
their own weight, they became horizontal, and 
rested upon the ground. Here, Antaeus-like, they 
renewed their strength : taking root, and throw- 
ing out perpendicular branches, they blended 
their foliage with the parent tree. One curious 
effect of this process was apparent; the branches 
were much thicker a long distance from, than they 
were close to the trunk. In some cases, a branch 
after it had left the ground was three or four 
times as thick as the portion between the main 
trunk and the soil. A little consideration explains 
the anomaly. The first part of the branch was 
nourished by sap from the parent tree alone; 
while the second not only enjoyed this advantage, 
but derived still further sustenance from the 
independent life its roots supplied. The richness 
of the soil in which this splendid tree grew 
accoxinted for its extraordinary dimensions. 



The fertility and beauty of the gardens belong- 
ing to Europeans at Saffi, and especially that 
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belonging to Mr. Murdoch, shewed what might 
be done by cultivation in this country. The great 
want is irrigation. Wherever that is carried out, 
the earth, otherwise parched and barren for a great 
part of the year, wears a perpetual robe of green . 3 

While I was at Saffi, the Ramadan or Moham- 
medan fast commenced. It was ushered in at 
early dawn by firing of cannon, blowing of horns, 
and other great tumult in the streets. During this 
month of Ramadan, that in which Mohammed 
received his revelation, believers arc forbidden to 
eat, drink, smoke, or bathe. Even to swallow 

a Since the above was -written, The Garden, an admirable 
weekly publication, has had an article on this subject. It says, 
“The groves of rose-trees and the flower farms of Morocco 
are said to exceed in extent and value those of Damascus, or 
even those of the Valley of Mexico. The general climato of 
the country is very favourable to this kind of culture. Swept 
alternately by the bieezes of the Atlantic and the Mediter- 
ranean, and tempered by the snows of the Atlas ranges, the 
degree of heat in Morocco is much lower than in Algoria, 
while the soil is exceedingly fertile To the date-palm and to 
orange and lemon-tree 1 - the climate appears 1o he (‘specially 
suited, the dates of Tafilet having been famous oven from 
Roman time-. The otaage plantations ate of great oxtont in 
vaiious pait- of the eounfiy, while elites and almonds arc also 
staples exp (n ted in large quantitie-. Seeing that this fertile 
land, lying within five days’ steam of London, produces so much 
vegetable wealth under the most barbarous cultivation, it ap- 
pears extraordinary tiiat European enterprise does not, in such 
a- climate, seek profitable employment for its over-abundant 
capital in its application to the development of such vast ro- 
se urces so close at hand, instead of going so far afield as 
Australia or America.” 
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the spittle between sunrise and sunset is a sin. 
This fast is particularly severe, when, as happened 
on this occasion, the month falls in the hot season. 
The Ramadan, owing to lunar causes, varies greatly 
as to the period of its occurrence. 



CHAPTER XII. 

AZAMOOR, AND A RIDE AT NIGHT. 

Upon returning up the coast from Saffi, the vessel 
was delayed at Mazagan. I resolved therefore to 
take advantage of this circumstance and ride on 
to Casa Blanca, and thus preceding the vessel, to 
rejoin it there when it arrived. My object was 
to see the ancient town of Azamoor, and the 
country generally to the north of Mazagan. Mr. 
Scott, American vice-consul at Tangier, and Mr. 
Ford, my fellow passengers, agreed to accompany 
me; and Messrs. Redmond and Mr. Spinney, of 
Mazagan, materially assisted in carrying out our 
purpose. 

We set out at two o’clock in the afternoon, 
mounted on mules and accompanied by a soldier 
and a guide. Our way lay close to the sea, over 
a smooth mass of delicate herbage, in many places 
interspersed with white flowers ; the whole resem- 
bling a beautiful carpet of delicate embroidery. 
All the country around was very fertile, and much 
of it was cultivated after a manner. Here and 
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there the plough was at work; and the deep- 
reddish coloured soil gave promise of rich returns. 

We arrived at Azamoor in two hours and a 
quarter, but the town had been for some time 
previously in full view. It is situated on an 
eminence about a mile and a half from the sea, 
and on the southern bank of the Wad-Oum-er- 
Rebiah, “ River of Forty Mothers ; ” so called from 
its water flowing from many sources. The Arabic 
words have been corrupted into Morbeya, the 
name by which the river is commonly known. 
The town was built by the Berbers, in whose 
language Azamoor means olives, which are pro- 
duced in great perfection in the neighbourhood. 
Leo Africanus says that in his time it contained 
5000 inhabitants, but 1000 would be nearer the 
number in the present day. Azamoor was taken, 
in 1513, by the Portuguese, under the command 
of the Duke of Braganza. He added greatly to 
the strength of its fortifications, but a century 
later it was abandoned as worthless. 

The walls are in comparatively good repair, and 
the place seemed better built, cleaner, and busier, 
than most Moorish towns. We were received by 
a Moor with whom Mr. Ford had business rela- 
tions; but though he was civil, and showed us 
about the place, he gave us no encouragement to 
remain there. Indeed it was clear, from the 
glances of the people, that they owed us no good 
will; and the boys were as usual troublesome. 
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Azamoor is in fact a most fanatical place, and no 
Christian is allowed to pass a night therein. 

The river, as it flows by the town, appeared to 
be about 100 yards wide; but its stream is deep, 
sluggish, and muddy, and its mouth so obstructed 
by sand-banks as to be unnavigable, except by 
boats. The effects of the tide aro felt a long 
distance inland. At certain times the river over- 
flows its banks, and, like the Nile, increases the 
fertility of the adjacent country. 

The prosperity of Azamoor is greatly owing to 
the vast quantities of shebbel, a sjiecies of shad, 
which the river yields. These, when dried, are in 
great demand throughout the country. The fish- 
ing season extends from October to the end of 
April. 

While waiting for the embarkation of our mules 
in the ferry-boat, a matter of no little difficulty, 
I shot a gull, which on falling was eagerly exa- 
mined by the Moors. It happened that it did 
not bleed, and that no wounds were visible. These 
results excited great astonishment, and the worthy 
fellows were disposed to assign the death of the 
bird to magic, or to some sinister influence pos- 
sessed by the Europeans. 

The view of the place from the opposite side of 
the river was the most perfect thing of the kind 
I ever saw. The rock upon which the town is 
built rose almost perpendicularly from the river’s 
brink; while a castellated wall with turrets was 
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extended along the edge of the cliff. A crowd of 
square houses, with a minaret here and there, were 
perched one above another on the sloping sides of 
the hill; and some fine palm-trees, inclined in 
different directions, relieved the stiffness of the 
formal and monotonous architecture. The whole 
scene was enriched and lighted up by the red 
glare of the sun sinking in the sea. It would 
have been difficult to find a fairer or more peaceful 
scene, overhanging a fine river, and commanding 
a most fertile but neglected country, than this 
nest of fierce fanatics presented. 

From the river we proceeded through a country 
overgrown with palmettoes. Night soon set in, 
and with it a drizzling rain, so that it became 
suddenly extremely dark. After a ride of only 
three quarters of an hour, we were compelled to 
take refuge at the house of the governor of the 
province. "What, in some respects, this place was 
like I do not know, as we arrived in the dark, and 
left in the dark ; but in one respect it was only 
too forcibly impressed upon our minds. The room 
assigned to us was a better one than usual, and 
was well carpeted. Kuskussoo was sent us ; and 
then, the usual amount of doctoring despatched, 
we tried to sleep. But no sooner did we lie down 
than a whole army of fleas issued from the carpet, 
and, after a vigorous onslaught, took bodily pos- 
session of us. To contend against them, by any- 
thing like attention to a particular attack, was 
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■wholly useless. We were bitten and run over 
everywhere, — in a word, fairly vanquished. A 
description has been already given of a combined 
assault by a variety of vicious insect tribes ; but 
this was essentially an encounter with fleas, sup- 
ported by what may be termed a light cavalry 
corps of mosquitoes, which made incessant attacks 
wherever there was a chance of drawing blood. It 
is astonishing how habit, aided, probably, by a thick 
cuticle, seems to reconcile the inhabitants of these 
countries to- such pests. A Moor of the better 
class, who lay beside us, laughed heartily at our 
misfortunes, assuring us that fleas were perfectly 
innocent bedfellows, which gave him no trouble 
whatever. At length, in despair, we resolved to 
continue the journey. But no trifling difficulties 
interfered with this purpose. The castle gate was 
locked, and the key, we were told, had, as cus- 
tomary, been sent to the governor. To awaken 
the great man was out of the question. It was 
not only a thing unheard of, but one which would 
involve us all in trouble, and bring swift retribu- 
tion to the guards in the shape of the dreaded 
bastinado. The whole was probably a ruse, for 
after much discussion the key was obtained, but 
how or whence from, we did not stop to inquire or 
care to discover. The Moorish passion for money 
prevailed here as elsewhere, and a key of silver 
opened the gate. 

When we had resumed- our journey, it was a 

p 
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little after one o’clock a.m., and from that hour 
till six a.m., when we made a stop for breakfast, 
we plodded through the darkness, led by our 
guide with marvellous dexterity. To realize this 
skill, it must be borne in mind that the mere 
bridle-path or trackway we followed had not only 
no fence of any kind, but often became quite in- 
visible in the great spaces covered with palmettoes 
and dwarf shrubs. An attack by robbers was not 
much thought about, because our movements had 
not been known beforehand, and that part of the 
country was not of bad repute. At all events we 
considered it better to run some risk than remain 
to be eaten up alive at the palace . 1 


1 I do not remember to liave ever been so unable to resist 
sleep as on this journey. The matter would be too trivial to 
mention, but for a circumstance which has a bearing on the 
theory of apparitions. In the first light of early dawn it hap- 
pened more than once that on suddenly waking I was horrified 
at the imminent risk incurred, by the advance of the mule, 
of striking my head, as it appeared, against a solid mass im- 
mediately in front. This proved to be the dark edge of a 
cloud low in the horizon , and as the intervening sky was par- 
tially illuminated, the cloud was thrown into bold relief. But 
what follows is still more remarkable. I had observed during 
the previous day spots between the palmetto tufts covered with 
straw, so placed as to entice hares to enter traps set to catch 
them. On rousing myself from momentary sleep, I saw dis- 
tinctly, as I thought, at a distance of only some yards from the 
path, a brace of hares moving uneasily in a cage trap. I at 
once turned the mule’s head from the path and towards the 
object. During part of my advance the hares appeared to 
move about, hut immediately afterwards they and the cage 
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The ride frotnMazagan to the governor’s house, 
not including stoppages, occupied eleven hours and 
a quarter, which made the distance about forty-five 
miles. From the governor’s house to Oasa Blanca 
took three hours, so that the distance between 
Mazagan and Oasa Blanca is, by this calculation, 
fifty-seven miles. 

suddenly vanished, and a clump of palmettoes occupied the 
place in which I had seen them. As turning from the path 
required an effort of the will, there can, therefore, be no doubt 
that, under certain circumstances, such as fatigue and want 
of rest, a state of dreaming while the faculties are awake may 
be induced. Thus the purely subjective images of a dream 
become supplemented by visual impressions. On this principle 
apparitions alleged to have been Been by persons wide awake 
may be explained. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE. 

In the preceding chapters a good deal has been 
incidentally said of the features of the country ; of 
its natural history and productions ; and of the 
government, religion, and general habits of the 
people. In the succeeding chapters we propose 
to give supplementary sketches of the same 
subject, so as to convey to the reader, a general 
notion of Morocco in its present state. 

The Sultanate, or Empire of Morocco, known to 
its inhabitants as Magrib-el-Aksa, or the extreme 
west, a country much larger than Spain, is 
situated between 28° and 36° of north latitude. 
Its superficial extent is calculated to be about 
220,000 square miles. The three former king- 
doms of Eez, Morocco, and Tafilet are included 
within its limits. The country is traversed 
throughout its whole extent from north-east to 
south-west by the immense range of the Atlas moun- 
tains, which also send off many lesser branches 
both towards the ocean and towards the desert. 
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The valleys and plains intervening between these 
numerous mountain chains are watered by many 
rivers and smaller affluents. The principal rivers, 
placed in order from north to south, and all 
of which flow into the ocean, are the Lucos, the 
Sebou, the Buregreg, the Oum-cr-Rebiah, the 
Tensift, the Sus, the Noon, and the Draa. Yery 
little is known of those in the south, but it is 
believed that none of the rivers of Morocco are 
navigable to any extent. 

The twenty provinces which formed the king- 
doms of Fez and Morocco occupy the northern 
and middle regions. The southern provinces, 
which formed the kingdom of Tafilet, are very 
imperfectly known, and are inhabited by a rude 
and fanatical population which scarcely acknow- 
ledges the sovereignty of the sultan. The coast- • 
line of Morocco extends about 800 miles, 550 
being on the Atlantic and 250 on the Mediterranean. 
The climate of Tangier in the north, and of 
Mogador in the south, has already been spoken of 
at some length. It is enough to say here that the 
climate of the coasts is, as a rule, tempered and 
refreshed by winds cooled by sea-breezes, while 
the summer temperature of the interior reaches a 
tropical heat. 

There are several cities or large towns, besides 
a great number of small towns and villages. The 
principal cities lie inland, namely, Morocco, Mequi- 
nez, Fez, El Kassar, Wazan, Terodant, and 
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others hardly known to the outside world. The 
chief maritime towns are Tetuan, Tangier, Larache, 
Casa Blanca, Azamoor, Mazagan, Saffi, Sallee, 
Rabat, and Mogador. 

It is extremely difficult to form an estimate, 
even approximately, of population scattered so 
unequally over an extensive area. In fact the 
estimates vary from four to fifteen millions, and 
therefore it is best to set the calculation down at 
something between these figures. It is believed 
that the population has materially diminished since 
the sixteenth century. In some of the sc .-ports, 
however, the number of inhabitants increases 
slightly, especially that of the Jews, who depend 
on commerce. 

Excluding the negroes and the Jews, the eye of 
the traveller soon detects well-marked differences 
in the outward aspect of the people. Brown of 
various tints is the usual colour of the skin ; and 
that of some individuals greatly resembles the 
rich tone of a well-smoked meerschaum pipe. 
Others are as light- coloured as the inhabitants of 
southern Europe. Albinoes are now and then 
seen. One, whom we met at Saffi, was a well- 
grown young man. His beard resembled snow in 
colour, and hiB skin presented a peculiar flat 
whiteness. 

The difference in features and build is more 
striking than that of the colour of the skin. For 
although, for convenience, we have called all the 
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brown-coloured inhabitants Moors, yet, properly 
speaking, these form only a section of the whole. 
Three distinct races arc usually included under the 
name of Moors, namely, the Arabs, the true 
Moors, and the Berbers. 

The Arabs came originally from the Sahara, 
over whose boundless wastes a large proportion of 
their race still wander. The primitive custom of 
living in tents made of goats’ hair still remains 
with those Arabs of Morocco, who inhabit all the 
country west of the Atlas as far down as Mogador. 
They arc agriculturists ; but one of the obstacles 
to the development of the country is their restless 
and quarrelsome nature. These Arab tribes are 
continually at war with each other. It is un- 
happily the policy of the Government, on account 
of its own weakness, to encourage these dissensions, 
in order to preserve the empire from more serious 
danger. Hospitality even towards an enemy 
seeking an asylum is one of the patriarchal virtues 
which the Arab still retains. 

The Moors are essentially townsmen. They are 
the degenerate descendants of that section of the 
Arab race who, in the eighth century, after 
establishing the powerful kingdom of Fez, overran 
a large portion of Spain. There with varying 
fortunes they remained till the fifteenth century, 
when they were finally expelled, but, as is well 
known, not without having largely contributed to 
the advancement of science, literature, and art, in 
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the country of their adoption. The language of 
the Moors of Morocco still bears testimony to 
this brilliant and long connexion of their ancestry 
with Spain. Many Spanish words are interspersed 
in the Arab dialect they speak. 

The Moors and Arabs, thus springing originally 
from one race, differ mainly from each other, only 
in so far as the inhabitants of towns differ from 
those of the country. The Moors, as might be 
expected, are a fairer race. Both are tall, well 
made, and capable of great fatigue. They are 
pleasing in manner; and many of them appear 
to be men of ability. But, as a rule, they are 
boastful, faithless as regards promises, and apt to 
mistake courtesy of manner and much civility on 
the part of a stranger as indications of fear. 

The Moors fill the chief places under the 
Government; and, notwithstanding a great in- 
feriority in numbers, possess more power than 
any of the other races. They are also much 
given to commerce, and have a good deal of 
wealth among them. 

The Berbers are the descendants of the old 
Gaetulian stock by which this part of Africa was 
once populated. One division of the Berbers 
inhabit the Atlas mountains to the north of the 
city of Morocco. They live for the most part 
in tents and support themselves by husbandry. 
They also collect much wax and honey from their 
bees, and are great hunters. 
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The Berbers of the Riff province, in the north- 
eastern part of the Atlas, are of lighter com- 
plexion than the other sections of* their race. 
They are of middle size ; but they are well-knit, 
active, and possess a great power of endurance. 
They are a turbulent and aggressive people ; con- 
stantly at war with their neighbours or among 
themselves. This unsettled and warlike spirit 
gives great trouble to the Government. Formerly 
the Riffians were noted pirates ; but the vigilance 
of the European powers has freed the shores of 
the Mediterranean from dangers arising from this 
source. The greatest insult one Riffian can offer 
to another is in saying, “ Your father died in his 
bed.” No further evidence is needed than this of 
the sanguinary nature of the people. 

The Shluh is another division of the Berber 
race, about which less is known than of the 
others. They inhabit the southern ranges of the 
Atlas mountains and the country south of Moga- 
dor generally. They live mainly by husbandry, but 
are of more settled habits than their brethren. 
Walled towns take the place among them of the 
douar, or circle of tents. Their food consists 
chiefly of barley prepared in various ways. 

In person the Shluhs are dark complexioned 
and tall, and their hands and feet struck us as 
being smaller and better formed than those of the 
other races. Generally speaking, Moors and Arabs 
are alike clumsy about the ankles and feet. A 
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tradition exists that the Shluhs are in part derived 
from an intermixture of Portuguese lineage from 
the ancient colonies "which existed on the coast. 
What gives colour to the statement is the fact 
that in a remote region of the Atlas, near Deminet., 
the ruins of a church containing a Latin inscrip- 
tion, are still to be observed. The superstition 
of the people and the fear of gins or evil spirits 
have been the means of preserving these ruins. 
But from "what is known of the tendency of 
crossed races to resort to the predominating type, 
it is very improbable, even assuming the inter- 
mixture, that the Portuguese element is at present 
discernible. 

The Shluh is quite a match for his neighbours 
in cunning as well as in warlike propensities. In 
the province of Sus and other places this race 
yields an obedience to the sultan which is little 
more than nominal. The Shluh women accompany 
the men in their tribal fights, and not only urge 
them on, but often fight themselves with ferocious 
courage. The Berber language is entirely distinct 
from Arabic. It is extremely harsh and guttural, 
and has been supposed to be a remnant of the 
ancient Carthagenian. The Shluhs speak a dialect 
peculiar to themselves. No written characters 
belong to the Berber language. 

The women of all these races possess fine 
figures. The female peasantry are content with 
scantier robes than the women of the towns ; and 
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there are many among them that might sit as 
models to the most fastidious artist. Close 
seclusion and muffling of the face limit observa- 
tion, but the traveller sees enough to convince 
him that the gift of beauty has not been withheld 
from the women of Morocco. The appearance of 
their eyes is enhanced by darkening the lids with 
kohl; and the colour and contour of the face 
suggest the idea of finely cast bronze, endowed 
with an ever- varying expression. The women of 
Mequinez are proverbially the most beautiful in 
the country. Moquinasia is a term applied to any 
handsome woman. All the people known collec- 
tively as Moors have remarkably fine teeth. 

Although capable of enduring great fatigue 
when induced by a sufficient object, the Moors are 
essentially inert and lazy. Not one of them would 
take a walk for walking sake. They have a pro- 
verb which well expresses their views on this 
subject. 

“ Never Bit when you can lie, 

Never stand when you can sit. 

Never walk when you can stand, 

Never i uu when you can walk.” 

Everywhere numbers of individuals are to be 
observed in whom the features and othor physical 
characteristics of the negro race prevail more or 
less. The Mussulman doctrine of equality leads 
to this result, and for the same reason no social 
disadvantage is incurred by those who, in any way. 
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betray their alliance, whether more or less, to the 
negro type. The late emperor showed evident 
traces of black blood. 

The negro population of Morocco is consider- 
able, and a large proportion of it are slaves. But 
the subject of slavery will be again referred to. 
The negro of this country is more sightly and 
seems more intelligent than the west coast black. 
He is brought when a boy, rarely or ever as an 
adult, from the far interior. But many of the 
blacks are descendants of those who h- ve ini "bited 
Morocco for many generations. A large n mber 
of the free negroes are enrolled in ■‘he bokhary, 
the sultan’s black body-guard. These men enjoy 
certain, privileges, and many aspire to the highest 
offices. The negroes of Morocco speak a language 
of their own called Guenaoui. 

The Jews of Morocco, about whom we have 
already said a good deal, are descended from those 
of their race who, expelled at various periods from 
European countries, found in part an asylum in 
that country. They are, however, mainly derived 
from the Israelites who wore expelled from Spain 
in 1492 , and from Portugal in 1496, and form at 
present a large and important section of the popu- 
lation; yet, considering their number and position, 
it is difficult to conceive why they bow their 
necks so submissively to the yoke, for they are 
brow-beaten, despised, and treated with habitual 
harshness. The anomaly is tho stranger for the 
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reason that in a certain sense they are a dominant 
and powerful race. Love of gain, cunning and 
self-interest teach them how to be indispensable to 
the Moors. In Morocco, as elsewhere, the Jew is 
a master of finance and turns his knowledge to the 
best account. 

Some of the highest places of trust are held by 
Jews. They farm the taxes and negotiate many 
matters of public business with the outside world. 
They live principally in the towns, where, a3 usual, 
they give themselves up to trade. Some branches 
they almost monopolize. They are butchers, bakers, 
silversmiths, engravers, tailors, shoemakers, and 
leatherworkers ; but rarely carpenters, and seldom 
if ever masons, blacksmiths, potters, saddlers, 
curriers, or boatmen. As a rule, the Jews are 
comparatively fair complexioned, and, when dressed 
in the costume of Europe, pass readily for Euro- 
peans. 

In the southern province of Sus, the Jew is 
regarded as so indispensable to the prosperity of 
the country that he is not allowed to leave it. If 
he gets permission to go to Mogador to trade, it is 
only on condition that he leaves his wife and 
family, or some relation to whom he is known to 
be attached, as surety for his return. 

The Moorish Jews follow the Portuguese"ntual 
in respect to religion and its services. They are, 
as a rule, extremely ignorant and superstitious, and 
observe to the letter the precepts of the Talmud 
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as interpreted by their priests. Through the 
cosmopolitan charity of their brethren abroad, 
noble exertions are now being made to rectify this 
state of things by educating the rising generation 
of Israelites. The Board of Deputies in London, 
acting in consort with the “ Alliance Universelle ” 
at Paris, have established schools at Tetuan, Tan- 
gier, Saffi, and Mogador, and the best results appear 
already. The veteran philanthropist, Sir Hoses 
Montefiore, has taken much interest in this good 
and needed work. 

The renegades consist almost entirely < *- con- 
victs who have escaped from the Spanish i nal 
establishments on the northern coast of Morocco, 
of Ceuta, Melilla, and from some smaller stations. 
There are a few French and Italians among 
them, but no British subject, so far as we could 
hear. Most of the renegades are employed in 
the army, but the total number is inconsider- 
able. 

The few Europeans in Morocco are entirely con- 
fined to the seaports, and are found especially at 
Tangier and Mogador. At Azamoor, Agadir, and 
some other coast towns, there are no European 
residents. In point of numbers the various races 
of Morocco may be ranged as follows : — Berbers, 
Arabs, ’Moors, Negroes, and Jews. The last num- 
ber, it is believed, about 100,000 souls. 

Arrogance, the invariable sign and accompani- 
ment of ignorance, is a prominent characteristic of 
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the Moor. He believes himself and his nation to 
be superior to all the world. He recognizes the 
inventions and improvements made by Europeans, 
but it is tlie recognition of disdain. Railroads and 
telegraphs may be necessary to Europeans, but 
they are not necessary to his wants. As his 
fathers lived and died, so he desires to do. Never- 
theless, we cannot help thinking that the day is 
not distant when the Moor, like the Turk, will 
open his country to foreigners ; and that one of 
the last strongholds of conservatism will give way 
before the advance of enlightened opinion. The 
chief thing indispensable for the commencement 
and facilitation of this much needed intercourse is 
the removal of restrictive duties upon articles of 
commerce. This freedom would at once stimulate 
productive energy and create resources, instead of 
inflicting, as is ignorantly apprehended, injury on 
the counti’y and its people. But, on all such 
matters, conservatism has been always slow, not 
only in comprehending, but in introducing innova- 
tion. The lever of all others, which may just now 
be expected to act upon the Moor, is his desire to 
get money. His covetousness is an ancient by- 
word. Whenever it becomes clear to him that tho 
Kaffir and the introduction of the Kaffir’s arts, 
will be a source of direct gain, the believer, like 
other men, will tolerate, and at length welcome, 
innovation. 

It must be owned, that though we met with 
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undeserved rudeness when placed in an unofficial 
and almost unprotected position in the city of 
Morocco, we otherwise received much courtesy 
and politeness from the higher class of educated 
Moors. When they choose, or when they think 
it their interest to he so, they are polite and com- 
municative, and show more of good breeding than 
might be looked for. They are hospitable in a 
sense in which they are taught by a religion that, 
with all its faults, has many redeeming qualities. 
As a rule, when you have eaten of his salt the 
Mussulman regards you as his friend. 

The Moorish nature is cruel, and insensible to 
suffering not personally experienced. The tor- 
tures inflicted by those in power in the name of 
law, but frequently out of revenge, or to extract 
money, will be referred to hereafter. The Moors 
do not even comprehend how any one can be 
interested in the sufferings of the lower animals. 
The mules’ backs often become terribly sore in 
travelling, from the carelessness of the men in 
charge; and should the traveller or spectator 
insist that something should be done to relieve 
this or other suffering, it is effected with reluc- 
tance, or ill-concealed derision. It is a common 
thing to see fowls tied by the legs, and of course 
head downwards, to the saddle ; and in this way 
the wretched birds are taken long journeys. On 
our objecting to this cruel custom, the Moors 
laughed outright at our folly. 
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The Moors are notably a sensual people. Not 
content with the legal number of four wives, 
which some who can afford it have, they indulge 
in the possession of concubines, who live under 
the same roof ; and vices of a worse kind are far 
from uncommon among them. 

We were often struck with the extraordinary 
vivacity and inexhaustible spirits of many of the 
lower classes of Moors with whom a -visitor to 
Morocco comes in contact. They are the Irishmen 
of Africa. As in the case of the Irish Celt, ages 
of oppression, misrule, and poverty, from which, 
as yet, the Moor has not emerged, have been 
insufficient to crush out a keen sense of humour 
and a tendency to see things from their comic 
3ide. Some of the Moors are also inimitable 
mimics. We have seen a fellow imitate the 
manners, gestures, and tone of voice of another, 
in a way that made laughter perfectly irresistible. 

The fundamental political idea of Republics, 
that all men are equal at birth, prevails in Morocco. 
Every free man may aspire to the highest offices 
in the state, and nothing, except official employ- 
ment, bestows rank. The man who has been a 
slave may aspire to be a bashaw, and the bashaw 
descends to a -.private station and poverty with 
far less feeling of degradation than we can under- 
stand. It is true that ability is not the only test 
of fitness for promotion, or integrity the best 
means of retaining power. He that subserves 
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readily and fully to tlie supreme will of the sultan, 
and contributes most to the Imperial coffers at 
the expense of his unhappy countrymen, prospers 
best. 

Slavery is a delicate subject to touch upon, 
unless with the foregone conclusion that it is to 
be mentioned only to be condemned. Of slavery 
considered in the abstract, although favourably 
regarded by the Koran, and by no means repu- 
diated in our own Sacred Books, not a fair word 
can be said. Yet it must be borne in mind that 
the iron yoke and barbarities which we associate 
with the unhappy lot of the slave belonged to a 
condition for which so-called Christian men of 
England and of America were responsible. If the 
greed of gain had not sanctioned the systematic 
perpetration of a tyranny unknown to the Moslem, 
little interest would now-a-days be excited by the 
subject of Moslem slavery. To say the truth, 
much philanthropy has been expended upon it to 
little purpose. 

The problem which the so-called followers of 
Christ kept steadily in view was, how to get the 
largest amount of work out of the slave, or human 
machine, consistent with health, or, in other words, 
with continued labour. The one foul, selfish con- 
sideration of the owner was, how to wring the 
most profit out of the perpetual toil of flesh and 
blood which he considered his. 

Contrast this course with that taken by the 
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followers of Mohammed. With them the slave is 
adopted into the family and lives much on equality 
with its other members. So far, at least, as the 
duties of religion are concerned, he is educated. 
He is well fed and clothed, and it can scarcely 
be said that he is worse off, or that he is as low 
in the scale of life, as he would have been if left 
wild in his native solitudes. Some of the highest 
placed men in Morocco, not excepting the sultan 
himself, have negro blood in their veins. The 
slave is obliged to work for his master ; but it is 
not the labour of the West Indian sugar-cane planta- 
tion, or the American cotton-field. If he is hired 
out he is obliged to give up the greater part of 
his earnings to his owner ; but he is often allowed 
to retain them; or else he contrives to appro- 
priate a portion with which to purchase his free- 
dom. We should say, relying on our own obser- 
vation, that it would be difficult to find a happier 
or more contented set of people. All observers 
indeed admit that slaves, as a rule, are well 
treated in Morocco. If a slave be ill-treated he 
can demand by law to be sold, and, in such a 
case, it sometimes happens that he obtains his 
freedom by getting a friend to become his pur- 
chaser. In very many instances slaves are so 
much attached to their owners that they refuse 
to be liberated. If a slave runs away it is in the 
power of his master to beat, or to imprison him. 
In the street the passer-by sees young runaway 
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slaves with manacles on their feet ; but, generally 
speaking, the runaway slave is an incorrigible 
scamp. 

Married couples owned by the same master 
are seldom separated, unless he is compelled by 
necessity to sell his slaves. This separation is 
the cruellest part of the system. As for the sale 
of children, it comes practically to much the same 
thing as that of putting free-born children out 
to apprenticeship or service. 

As all negroes are supposed to be Mohamme- 
dans, Jews and Christians are not allowed to hold 
slaves. For to serve any but true believers would 
be a degradation greater than bonds. But the 
law, in this respect, is often broken. A Moorish 
friend buys, in his own name, the slave for the 
infidel. 

In all places of exile, whether they be African 
or American, the negro shows his joyous nature. 
In Morocco, during festivals, the negroes parade 
the streets playing on instruments peculiar to 
themselves; and this discordant jargon, singular 
to say, exerts upon them an effect of intoxication. 

The number of slaves in Morocco is very large. 
In the houses of governors, and other rich Moors, 
many of both Bexes are always to be found; and 
there are few Moors above the lowest rank who 
do not possess one or more. Slaves are brought 
by caravans to Morocco and sold in exchange for 
salt and other commodities. They have usually 
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travelled from Timbuetoo, to which place they 
have been conveyed from Bambarra and other 
places in the Soudan. It is to be feared that the 
capture of these slaves is attended by the same 
outrages as in other parts of Africa. For these 
and like atrocities no palliation is offered; it is 
only suggested that, when settled in Morocco, the 
slave is probably better off than when a free man 
beyond its borders. 

As previously said, almost all the slaves im- 
ported are children, who soon fall into the ways 
of their masters. In Morocco city there is a 
slave-market; but in most other places slaves 
are led through the streets for sale by auction. 
They are generally paraded in this way for three 
days prior to sale, attended by a crier, who makes 
known the particular characteristics and qualifica- 
tions of each individual. A healthy, well-grown 
boy or girl brings about 20 1 , ; but we were offered 
a girl of twelve years of age, who had scrofulous 
tumours in the neck, for 4 1 . 

In the matter of dress, the national colour of 
Morocco is white. Men as well as women appear 
in flowing robes of this colour. The dress of the 
men consists of a finely worked shirt (kumja) 
fastened down the breast by numerous small but- 
tons and loops, and of very loose drawers. Over 
this is sometimes worn a coat with large sleeves 
(caftan) buttoned closely in front. For out-door 
wear the haik is indispensable. This garment is 
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a wide piece of thin cotton, woollen, or occa- 
sionally silk material, about six yards in length. 
It is arranged about the body, as also the head, 
in a series of artistic folds, which in our own case 
rendered dressing without assistance an utterly 
hopeless process. Stockings are not used, and 
the feet are thrust into a pair of loose-fitting yellow 
slippers, to walk in which without fatigue the 
wearer must be to the manner born. A red fez 
cap is worn on the head, and round this a turban 
made of a many-folded length of thin muslin. 

In cold or rainy weather a cloak of thick 
woollen material (jelabeer) is worn instead of 
the haik. This has a pointed hood which, placed 
over the head, gives the figure a cone-like ap- 
pearance. When not in use this hood hangs 
down the back. The jelabeer has holes for the 
arms to pass through, and descends low enough to 
cover the knees. Many of the poorer classes 
always wear the- jelabeer. Sometimes, and espe- 
cially in the north of Morocco, the jelabeer is 
of a dark colour. In this part jackets and 
loose trousers of cherry, or some other coloured 
cloth, are also a good deal worn; and striped 
materials in various textures are favoured by the 
Moors. 

The dress of the women is much the same as 
that of the men ; but the haik is arranged differently, 
and is employed in concealing the features when 
any of the opposite sex are present. The hair is 
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carefully covered by a handkerchief of black silk, 
over which another of gay colours is coquettishly 
arranged. The women wear red slippers, and 
these are often handsomely embroidered in gold. 
The ladies are very partial to jewellery. The 
wealthy wear finger-rings and huge earrings of 
gold set with precious stones, necklaces of amber 
or coral, and massive bracelets of gold, armlets 
and anklets of silver inlaid with gold. 

Diamonds are not much in use ; but rubies, 
emeralds, generally uncut, and pearls of inferior 
quality are often seen. The Moors consider that 
the risk of fraud by imitation is lessened by not 
having precious stones submitted to the art of 
the lapidary. The Moorish and Jewish ladies are 
much given to the fictitious improvement of their 
charms by the use of rouge. Both also stain their 
hands and feet with henna, and blacken their 
eyelids with kohl. Tattooing is alone practised by 
the Moors. 

Throughout the provinces of Morocco are a few 
water-mills,' of a most primitive kind, for grinding 
corn ; and in the large towns are a considerable 
number of corn-mills, each one turned by a horse ; 
but the labour of grinding corn and preparing 
meal falls mainly on the women. A small hand- 
mill is to be found in almost every dwelling. 

1 As old probably as the Roman period. Mills of similar 
construction, and set amid Roman remains, are found in Syria 
and the East. 
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Good bread in the form of flat cakes is made and 
sold in the towns ; but the national dish of 
Morocco is kuskussoo. This resembles granulated 
maccaroni, and is palatable as well as highly 
nutritious. It is often cooked with pieces of 
meat, and butter is usually added ; but the latter 
is, generally speaking, so rancid as to make the 
mess unendurable to Europeans, unless under the 
pressure of hunger. 

There must be considerable art in the manu- 
facture of kuskussoo. The women make it by 
dexterously passing their hands, previously wetted 
with water, over a layer of flour placed in a tray ; 
moistened particles are thus formed, which, by the 
action of the fingers, become granulated masses. 
These are constantly removed as the operation 
progresses. The granules are afterwards sifted in 
a sie^e made of a sheepskin pierced with holes, 
and the larger masses rejected. When dried in 
the sun the kuskussoo is fit for use. The granules 
vary in size, but are generally about as large as a 
mustard-seed. 

The use of steam in cooking is comparatively a 
recent improvement among ourselves ; but, in the 
preparation of their national dish, the Moors, from 
a remote period, have employed this method. 
Eor this purpose they use a double pot. The 
lower one, containing water, is placed on the 
fire, and in this meat or poultry is boiled. The 
upper pot fits on this, and the bottom being 
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pierced with holes, admits steam to the kuskussoo 
it contains . 2 

The Moors as a nation are fairly well-fed. Food 
is abundant except in famine years, when locusts 
or a drought destroy the crops. Many of them 
scarcely ever eat meat. Cakes of barley meal are 
the staple food of the poorer classes; and if to 
these they are enabled to add buttermilk, they are 
considered fortunate. The Moor neAcr puts aside 
the remnant of a meal ; it is given to his poorer 
neighbours ; but, except among the Jews, there is 
little actual want. Maize is largely used, and 
wheat by those who can afford it. For some years 
previous to our visit, cows had not been killed on 
account of the scarcity of horned cattle. Mutton 
and fowls are the chief articles of animal food. 
Camels are killed and eaten only when the animals 
are hopelessly injured. 

To be a guest at a Moorish dinner-party is 
somewhat trying to the uninitiated. There are 
no chairs, table, knives, forks, or spoons. The 
company sit in a circle, cross-legged, on the floor. 
Sometimes, indeed, an apology for a table, a few 
inches in height, is placed in the centre. Upon 
this, or on the floor, a huge case made of straw, 
sewn together and decorated with coloured leather- 
work, is placed. A conical cover of the same 

* See on this subject “Pillars of Hercules,” by David Urqn- 
hart; vol. i. p. 39b. London, 1850. A truly philosophical 
work. 
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material fits oyer tlie case, and when the former is 
removed a wooden bowl or tub filled with kus- 
kussoo is displayed. Before eating, every one 
says grace for himself by exclaiming, “ Bismallah ! ” 
“ In the name of God ! ” Each person then thrusts 
the fingers of his right hand into the smoking mess, 
and taking up a considerable quantity, forms it 
into a sort of ball or lump ; and then, by a clever 
jerk, tosses it into his mouth, which the serving- 
hand is not allowed to touch. The left hand is 
never used in eating. Once it happened that a 
Moor who dined in our company paid an attention 
which woidd gladly have been dispensed with. 
Taking a piece of mutton out of the kuskussoo, 
and using but one hand, he slowly manipulated it 
between his fingers till fat and lean were separated. 
He then presented the delicate morsel to our 
mouth, which, though unwillingly, we had to take 
as a matter of politeness. It must, however, be 
borne in mind that the Moors wash their hands 
before beginning to eat, and do not touch the 
mouth in eating. From all this it will be seen, 
that the etiquette of the Moorish dinner-table is 
quite as exacting as the corresponding etiquette 
among ourselves. After each meal, water and 
napkins are brought for the hands. 

We have already described some of the amuse- 
ments of the Moors. Military exercises, or powder- 
play, on foot or on horseback, are popular. They 
, have also games of leap-frog, leaping, and foot- 
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ball, played by kicking up tbe ball without any 
reference to a goal. Mention has been made of 
tbe story-tellers and jugglers. Some of tbe best 
jugglers come from Sus, and it is curious to 
observe among a rude people -tbe performance of 
tricks and artifices such as the best European 
masters of legerdemain would hardly equal. 

Tbe dances of the Moorish girls who hire them- 
selves out for exhibition are similar to those 
which we had seen in Egypt and other parts 
of the East. They consist more in posture and 
movements of the feet without raising them, 
than in what is usually called dancing. To say 
the least, these performances are 'anything but 
decorous. 

Every one knows that the Eastern nations 
prefer fatness to leanness. The Indian baboo 
adds to his corporeal development, as well as to 
his importance, by swallowing an unlimited 
quantity of ghee. In Morocco the taste for obesity 
principally affects the fair sex. Ladies must be 
fat, for such is the will and pleasure of their lords 
and masters. Mussulman and Jew are on thz3 
point alike unanimous. Both are great admirers 
of the female figure; but in their eyes the Venus 
de Medici, or the Venus of Milo would have been 
far from perfect. They sigh for much fuller 
charms than even Rubens would have looked for 
in his models. 

As soon as a young lady is engaged, it at once 
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becomes her duty to fatten herself, if she is thin, 
and, if already plump, to increase this duly. A 
certain reticence is observed about all this ; but 
the whole mystery was kindly revealed to us by a 
Jewish lady of Mogador who was our patient. 
The system may be fairly called anti-Bantingism, 
as the food is made to largely consist of fat- 
producing elements. The crumb of large loaves, 
made expressly for the purpose, is moulded by the 
fingers into great pellets rather thicker and nearly 
as long as the human thumb. These are called 
harrabel, and in shape they resemble conical 
cannon-shot, except that they are double cones. 
From forty to fifty of these are swallowed, by the 
aid of a little tea or infusion of thyme, after the 
midday meal, and this process is repeated at bed- 
time. Literally speaking, the operation is one of 
cramming, differing only from that employed in 
fattening poultry by its being voluntary. The 
modus operandi consists in pressing the big solid 
mass down the gullet with the fingers as far as 
possible, so that the act of swallowing must 
necessarily follow. At first there is, as a general 
rule, great repugnance to the process, with sub- 
sequent feelings of indigestion. But it was stated 
to us that habit soon sets both points right, 
and no inconvenience is experienced. Twenty 
days of cramming is considered a fair course. By 
the end of this time, if the general health is good, 
the increase of embonpoint is very obvious. If 
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necessary, the course is now prolonged ; and some 
women whose tendency it is to fall away have 
recourse to it at certain intervals of time. El 
helba, fenugreek seeds, are also much used by 
women for inducing fatness. The high estimation 
in which obesity is held by the men seems not 
only to have a great moral effect upon the women, 
but to make them disregard the trouble of tho 
fattening process. There is no subject about 
which they are more jealous than that of fat- 
ness. If Mrs. A., although an Israelite, par- 
takes of the nature of Pharaoh’s lean kine, she 
regards with intense envy, and consequently hatred, 
the broad expanse and duck-like movements of 
Mrs. B. Now, since fatness is a question of 
degree, and no woman can be too fat, even one 
fairly well-favoured in this respect may be eclipsed 
and rendered wretched by the knowledge that 
among her friends or acquaintances is a monster 
of nature or art, or both combined. Thus in 
Mogador there was a lady of such immense pro- 
portions, that when she took an out-door walk, 
an event of rare occurrence, it was necessary to 
have a strong man on either side, so as to support 
her as she moved, and to lift her when she 
wished to rise ; for a third man, carrying a 
chair, formed part of the procession. On this, 
in the open street, she sat down groaning 
at short intervals, and the difficulties attending 
the raising up and propelling onwards this 
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cumbrous mass of human flesh were ludicrous in 
the extreme. 

There was nothing in Morocco we tried more to 
avoid than the customary tea-parties, both on 
account of their effects and the loss of time. Tea 
is the dissipation of the country, and is practised 
at all times of the day. By this habit many of the 
Moors impair their health. Unfortunately, it is 
contrary to etiquette to refuse tea, as it used to be 
in England to refuse wine when your host called 
upon you to refill your glass. Tea has been known 
to the Moors for a long period, and it is curious to 
find this exotic beverage in such universal use. 
They are great connoisseurs, and will only drink 
fine green tea, which makes the practice all the 
more injurious to the nerves of a stranger. It is 
imported from England, and sells in Morocco at 
from four to six shillings a pound. The equipage 
in which it is served is often elegant and costly ; 
the teapot among the wealthy being of silver, and 
the cups, which are always shaped like those used 
in England for coffee, being sometimes fine 
specimens of oriental or of European porcelains. 
Usually, however, tea is taken in small footless 
glasses adorned with gilding, and of German 
manufacture. 

The tea is washed before it is infused, and a 
great quantity of sugar is put into the teapot. It 
is, in fact, a syrup ; and it might be supposed that 
people so particular about flavours as are the 
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Moors would find such excessive sweetness objec- 
tionable. Yet what is more extraordinary still, 
they endeavour apparently to suppress the delicate 
tea-flavour altogether. There is a regular course 
of tea impregnated with different flavours which 
are all more or less disagreeable to the novice. 
The order of these may vary; but from the 
numerous opportunities we had of judging, the 
following seemed the rule in “ the best circles.” 
First there was a round of plain green tea with no 
addition but sugar. Milk or cream was never 
used. Then came a second course, in which spear- 
mint was infused — a horrible compound. Third, 
an infusion of tea with wormwood, not quite so 
objectionable. Fourth, one flavoured with lemon 
verbena. Fifth, one with citron. Sixth, and more 
rarely, as being an expensive luxury, and intended 
as a great compliment, tea, with a little ambergris 
scraped into it, and which could be seen floating 
like grease on the surface. Of this, the flavour, if 
peculiar, was not disagreeable. Each course of 
tea was taken while very warm, and with a loud 
smacking noise of the lips ; nothing meanwhile was 
eaten. 

As time is of no value to the Moor, many hours 
are consumed at a sitting. The tea-party is 
frequently held in the open air, and often in a 
garden under the shade of lofty trees. Here 
carpets are spread by the servants, who also light 
a fire and boil the water for the tea. At these 
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parties politics, so far as may bo safely, aro 
discussed ; and the retail of gossip is an invariable 
and important business. Tea and gossip, pro- 
verbially associated, are supposed with us to belong 
exclusively to the fair sex ; but in the country of 
the Moors the turbaned squatters seem equally 
masters of the situation. 

We saw and heard less of the effects of kief 
than we had expected . 3 This intoxicating drug is 
prepared from hemp, which, as regards the quality 
in question, Morocco produces in greater perfec- 
tion than any other country. Now and then a 
Moor may be seen drawing those few puffs from a 
miniature pipe which are sufficient to induce the 
dreamy condition so plainly visible in his droop- 
■ing, purposeless eyes. But, as a rule, this kind of 
smoking is done in private, and, so far as we 
could learn, the practice, as also that of eating 
hashish, as a confection made with kief is called, 
are not so injurious to health as might be expected. 
We made trial of this confection, and can bear 
testimony to the remarkable mental phenomena 
it induces. 

The Moors are not a nation of tobacco smokers ; 
yet the practice is indulged in by many. A long 
pipe is used, but the nargily or water-pipe of the 
Turks is, we believe, unknown to them. In some 
parts Spanish cigarettes are largely smoked. 


* See Appendix E. 
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Snuff-taking is also much in yogue. Some snuff, 
which we had made for us in the city of Morocco, 
was of good quality. In making snuff, powdered 
walnut shells and the ashes of the broom plant are 
mixed with the tobacco. 

The Jews are very fond of mahaya, a weak, 
colourless spirit, flavoured with aniseed, which 
they prepare. This spirit seems to be made from 
almost any fermentable material; for they use 
indifferently grapes, pomegranates, figs, or dates ; 
and at Mogador and other places whence wax is 
exported mahaya is largely made from water in 
which honeycombs have been boiled. 

The distillation of this spirit is conducted in the 
rudest manner ; for we witnessed the process at 
Casa Blanca. The condenser consisted of an old 
gun-barrel, while the water into which the lower 
end was plunged, in order to cause condensation, 
was allowed to become too hot for the hand to 
bear. So much for the science and manufactories 
of Morocco. 

The Jews also make wine ; but it does much 
injustice to the splendid grapes grown in the 
country. Their method is this : they boil down 
the fresh juice to about half its original bulk. 
This, after keeping for some days, is mixed with 
unboiled juice and allowed to ferment. The 
product is a dark, sweet liquid, somewhat resem- 
bling inferior Malaga wine. Another kind is also 
made which is not unlike poor claret. 
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The Jews will not drink sherry, and then’ 
sapient reason for this is that the Virgin is invoked 
to pour out her blessings on the Spanish vine- 
yards ! 


CHAPTER XIV. 

GOVERNMENT, LAW, AND MILITARY POWER. 

The throne of Morocco has been long hereditary 
in a family of the Sharifs of Fileli, as the inhabi- 
tants of Tafilet are called. But it is hereditary 
in a more extended sense than ve understand 
that term. The reigning sultan may choose his 
successor, as indeed he generally does; but not only 
the son, but the brother, uncle, or nephew of the 
sovereign may claim the throne, success depend- 
ing on the claimant’s popularity, and this in turn 
on his wealth or the power of disposing of wealth. 
Thus a new sultan is almost always necessitated 
to squander his predecessor’s hoarded treasure. 

The title to the throne is, it is considered, 
established when the sultan has been proclaimed 
as such at Fez by a council of the priests and 
principal personages of that city. Other com- 
munities then follow the example of the northern 
capital by sending written acts of submission to 
the new order of things. But such distant and 
important centres as Morocco, Tafilet, and Tero- 

R 2 
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dant too often resist the decision of the Fez 
assembly, and the country becomes plunged in 
civil strife. 

The late Sidi Mohammed Abderahman (our Lord 
Mohammed, son of Abderahman,) was the thir- 
teenth sultan of the Fileli dynasty, and the thirty- 
fourth lineal descendant of Ali, uncle and son-in- 
law of the prophet. He died September 17th, 
1873, and was succeeded by his son Mulley Hassan, 
who to the present hour has been engaged in 
establishing his right to the throne by the sword. 

The sultan of Morocco is the recognized head 
of the Mohammedans of the west. But his tem- 
poral recognition is limited by his power of en- 
forcing it. A very large proportion of the country 
nominally embraced within the Empire, including 
nearly all the Atlas mountains and the province 
of Sus, is either almost or altogether independent 
of his authority. 

We have little to say about the Court of 
Morocco, as we had no opportunity of visiting 
it. The sultan gives audience while on horse- 
back ; the persons presented to him standing at 
a respectful distance. There are some curious 
points of court etiquette, as, for instance, the word 
death must never be spoken, or the subject 
referred to in the sultan’s presence; still more 
curious is the objection to the word jive. Every 
one must scrupulously abstain from uttering it 
in the sultan’s hearing ; it is also considered to be 
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a mark of ill-breeding to mention the objection- 
able word in the presence of any superior. To 
avoid doing so, the Moors say “ four and one.” 
The word nine is also objected to. We have 
spoken elsewhere of the cabalistic power attributed 
to five fingers rudely painted on doors, tomb- 
stones, &c. 

The sultan resides alternately, for two or three 
years at a time, in Fez the northern, and in 
Morocco the southern capital. Thrice a day, 
with the exception of Friday, the Mussulman 
sabbath, the vizir or prime minister, secretaries, 
and other high functionaries, meet at the palace. 
All the affairs of state are then inquired into, and 
decided upon by the vizir in the sultan’s name. 
The power of this minister, acting for the sultan, 
is apparently absolute ; for in the councils held 
the inferior ministers offer no opinion unless 
invited to do so; their functions being to exe- 
cute decrees and carry out, with blind and passive 
obedience, the orders they receive. But although 
the sultan’s rule thus appears to be absolute, it 
is scarcely so in fact, as the ministers he chooses 
commonly obtain a share of power sufficient to 
control the source from which it is derived. 

Besides these ministers at court, there is a 
minister for foreign affairs who lives at Tangier. 
He represents the sultan’s government in deal- 
ing with the various representatives of foreign 
governments, all of whom reside in that town. 
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There is also a commissioner whose duty it 
is to visit, at stated times, the various ports, 
and there take cognizance of all commercial dis- 
putes between Europeans and natives. Eext in 
rank to the officials who form the supreme govern- 
ment, follow the governors of provinces. 

In many instances these men hold their posts 
by hereditary descent. But their tenure of power 
is, nevertheless, entirely at the will of the sultan. 
Whenever the tribute-money of a province is not 
considered sufficient, its unhappy governor is 
ordered to court. If his explanations relative to 
the presumed deficit are not considered to be 
satisfactory, he is imprisoned, and perhaps tor- 
tured, to force him to give up his concealed wealth. 
Meantime, his son or some near relative is ap- 
pointed to govern in his place ; and if money is 
not soon forthcoming it fares hard Avith the 
Avretched prisoner, if, indeed, he is permitted to 
survive. 

The governors of towns hold a lower position. 
They are generally chosen from the military class, 
and their pay is only nominal. They extract as 
much as they can out of the citizens, and are also 
expected to make presents to the sultan. If these 
fail to be made, the governors are soon put out of 
office. 

The sheiks act under the governors of provinces, 
and collect the taxes from the people, whom they 
screw as much as possible. In fact the whole 
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system of collecting tlie public revenue brings 
forcibly to mind tbe nursery ditty about the “ dog 
that worried the cat, that worried the rat,” &c., &c. 
There are fixed imposts, but under various pre- 
texts their scale is habitually set aside. Fines 
are levied at discretion, and under all sorts of 
pretences. If a quarrel arises and blood is shed, 
the aggressors are sometimes deprived of half their 
property for having broken the peace. If a 
robbery is committed, the whole douar is fined 
double the amount plundered, one half of which 
is given to the person who has been robbed and 
the other half to the bashaw of the province. It 
must, however, be admittted that these exactions 
have their utilitarian aspect, that of tending to 
the security of life and property in those wild 
regions. 

The sources of revenue are briefly as follows : — 
A tax of ten per cent, on corn and agricultural 
produce in general, and two per cent, on all 
domestic animals; the tax on shebbel, the fish 
which abounds in the rivers, the monopoly of 
tobacco and hashish, and the poll-tax on the Jews. 
A duty of ten per cent, is also levied on all goods 
exported and imported. Tho gate duty is a tax 
levied on every camel-load of goods which enters 
any city or town. 

Moreover, the sultan is the legal claimant of 
all his subjects who die without heirs. To this 
must be added the large amount received as tribute 
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or presents, a point already referred to. Every 
mn.n who holds a considerable ofiB.ce is liable to be 
supplanted by the intrigues of others. The only 
safeguard lies in the frequency and extent of the 
additions made voluntarily to the imperial coffers. 

The provincial governors have the law very 
much in their own hands. Nominally the sultan 
retains the power of life and death ; but practically 
this restriction is a dead letter. For though a 
governor cannot order decapitation, it is in his 
power to have as many strokes of the stick or 
leather thong inflicted as he thinks proper. There 
are frequently cases of persons who by this method 
are legally executed. Situated in most instances 
at a distance from the central government, these 
arbitrary rulers indulge the promptings of revenge 
and cruelty with perfect impunity. What is re- 
quired of them by the sultan are ample contribu- 
tions to his treasury, and provided these are made 
their acts are not scrutinized. 

Certain laws are, however, well defined and 
rigorously enforced. One of these is the lex tcdio- 
nis, that which exacts an eye for an eye, a tooth 
for a tooth, a life for a life, unless the bodily injury 
to the person, or his death is expiated by the pay- 
ment of a fine to the nearest of kin. Instances 
have occurred in which Europeans have become 
involved in the action of this law. Many years 
ago, Mr. Leyton, an English merchant residing at 
Mogador, was accused by an old mondicant of 
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haying knocked out two of her teeth by striking 
her with his whip while out riding. Although she 
was known to be toothless, her complaint made so 
much noise in the town that the governor before 
whom it was brought was obliged to report it 
to the reigning sultan, for Mr. Leyton steadily 
refused to pay any compensation. In consequence 
of this, the sultan, by the hand of one of his 
ministers, wrote and requested him to yield ; but 
not succeeding, the merchant was summoned to 
Morocco. Mr. Leyton obeyed, but on arriving 
there he still obstinately refused to pay any fine. 
Thereupon popular clamour increased to such a 
degree that, as a matter of state policy, a penalty 
had to be enforced, and Mr. Leyton submitted to 
the extraction of two of his teeth. But the in- 
justice of his case was tacitly acknowledged, for 
on his return to Mogador he was, by order of the 
sultan, presented with two shiploads of grain. 

A few years ago the following result of the law 
of blood occurred at Mogador. A young man 
killed his brother under circumstances admitting 
of great palliation in Moorish eyes. The step- 
sister of the deceased, as next of kin, refused every 
offer of compensation, and demanded the life of 
her relative, as she was entitled to by the pre- 
cepts of the Koran. Her relatives and friends 
made their entreaties in vain. The public autho- 
rities threw every possible obstacle in the way 
to prevent the accomplishment of this diabolical 
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purpose. Years passed away, and yet the blood- 
thirsty, vindictive woman did not relent. At last 
she made her way to the presence of the sultan, 
and he, in accordance with the law, but with re- 
luctance, granted her request. The order went 
forth, and the unhappy man was seized and 
executed. The woman was present at the execu- 
tion, and marked her triumph by dancing before 
her victim. According to a late treaty, Europeans 
are exempted from the operation of the law now 
described. 1 

The Koran is 1 he source of all Mohammedan law. 
It is therefore hopeless to expect reforms so long 
as the law is administered by true believers. In 
this lies one great obstacle to national progress. 
A system of jurisprudence adapted to the life and 
habits of the wild tribes of Arabia in the sixth 
century is still rigidly adhered to. Yet owing to 
the small advance made in that long interval of 
time, and considering how closely the modern 
Arab resembles his ancestor in past ages, the result, 

1 I cannot personally complain of the exactions of the Moors 
on account of a liodily injmy. It is true the one in question 
was slight, slighter peihaps iu the estimation of the man in- 
jured than in my own. When shooting in the neighboui hood 
of Saffi, in company with Mr. Hunot, some shot glanced off 
the ground and struck a Moor who was riding in front. Two 
of the grains penetrated the lower lip. The wounds bled freely, 
yet the man took the matter good-humouredly, and was con- 
tent to accept a dollar in full acquittance of all claims, present 
or to come. 
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on the whole, is not so unfavourable as might be 
expected. Let us look at home for what sacerdo- 
tal law might bo among ourselves if enforced to 
the letter. Who, for instance, are the strongest 
and most persistent advocates of capital punish- 
ment, or who most desire to avenge blood by 
blood ? It is doing the clergy no wrong when we 
say that they, as a body, maintain the enforce- 
ment of the Mosaic law. In like manner the 
followers of Mohammed can see no necessity for 
altering the law of capital punishment, so as to fit 
it to the visible results of lapse of time and 
change of circumstances. Thus, as usual, dogma 
and progress arc unalterably opposed. 

In the application of their savage law to the 
punishment of crime, the Moors act consistently. 
Does it ever occur to the advocates of capital 
punishment that, if life is to be taken for life, by 
the same reasoning, and as a logical sequence, an 
eye should be blinded for the malicious destruction 
of an eye, or, in like manner, a limb be amputated 
for a limb ? yet from such barbarities even the 
advocates of the scaffold would recoil. 

The sanctuary, zaonia, is an extraordinary insti- 
tution which, iu bygone days, had its counterpart 
among ourselves. In Morocco a refuge of this 
character is to be found almost everywhere within 
easy reach. In some cases sanctuaries are in- 
cluded in cities ; in others, they form a part of 
large spaces outside the walls, yet adjoining them. 
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as in the case of Saffi, and in the rural districts 
numerous saint-houses serve a like purpose. Yet, 
whatever be the size, description, or situation of 
the privileged place, the criminal who gains its pre- 
cincts is, for a time, perfectly safe. The executive 
has no power therein ; and the culprit, while there, 
is subject solely to its distinctive laws and rules. 

If a man who has committed murder takes 
sanctuary, he is unmolested so long as the nego- 
tiations between his friends and the prosecutor, 
who is always the next of kin, continue. But if 
the blood-money offered in recompense be consi- 
dered insufficient, or if the friends of the murdered 
man will not accept it, a summary procedure is 
adopted. The prosecutor, exercising a right, de- 
mands that guards bo placed over the criminal, and 
by these he is prevented from obtaining food or 
drink. A few days of such discipline necessitates 
the culprit to go outside the boundary, and there 
he is at once arrested. 

In so despotic a country as Morocco sanctuaries 
serve a useful purpose in affording leisure for the 
investigation of crimes. The protection they 
afford prevents hasty judgments and summary 
executions in numerous instances in which justice 
would be outraged. On the other hand, their 
powers are abused by the prevalent bribery and 
corruption. 

Akin to the barbarous law of like for like, is 
that which punishes the bodily member for tlio 
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crime of which it has been the instrument. Thus 
a common punishment for theft is the loss of the 
right hand. For this reason it is not uncommon 
to see one-handed Moors. The hand is chopped 
off at the wrist, and the bleeding stump plunged 
into boiling pitch to arrest bleeding. Prior to 
the discovery by the famous surgeon, Ambrose 
Pare, of tying arteries after amputation, this was 
the method followed in Europe. 

A severe punishment, on the same principle, is 
sometimes inflicted for libel. The lips and mouth 
of the offender are rubbed with capsicum pods, 
until an almost un supportable smarting, followed 
by inflammation, is produced. We knew a Moor 
at Mogador who was accused of speaking ill of a 
governor who lived in the neighbourhood. He 
was enticed some distance outside the town and 
there beset by his pretended friends, who so 
effectually peppered him that the wretched man 
suffered from the effects for several weeks. 

Another instance of this kind of punishment 
occurred recently at Saffi. Two women who 
enjoyed a reputation as vocalists, sang, at the 
house of an official personage, what might be 
.called a topical song, in which the propensi- 
ties of certain people in power were referred to. 
Another official who was present took offence at 
some expressions it contained. Concealing his 
anger, he in turn invited the women to his house, 
and requested them to repeat the song. They 
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complied, with the result that they were at 
once seized, imprisoned, and bastinadoed. In 
addition, they were rubbed with capsicum pods 
as already described, from the effects of which 
atrocious acts the poor creatures suffered fright- 
fully. 

But the bastinado is the most common of all 
punishments. Every governor and every kadi 
has the power to order an unlimited number of 
stripes. The Turk says, “ The stick is the gift 
of Heaven;” and in this appreciation of its merits 
the Moor accords entirely with him. No rank, 
not even that of governor of a province, gives 
exemption, if the sultan orders the infliction. 
The punishment is so common as to leave no 
sense of degradation. The instrument in general 
use, and which is attached by a loop to the wrist 
of the operator, is a doubled thong of twisted 
leather, about three feet long, and nearly as thick 
as the little finger. The culprit, placed face 
downwards on the ground, is held securely by 
four men, while the blows are inflicted on the 
back. When women are bastinadoed they are 
made to sit in a basket out of which the feet 
project. These are secured to a pole, and the 
soles receive the stripes. The punishment to 
either sex is very severe ; but as there is no evil 
without some compensation, it is seriously affirmed 
in Morocco that the bastinado has a fattening 
effect ; and that cases have been known of wretches 
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who, from having been previously thin, became 
very stout soon afterwards. Several instances 
were mentioned to us in which a severe appli- 
cation of the bastinado had been followed by 
obesity. One remarkable case was that of a 
person of note known to us in the city of Morocco. 
From a lean man he became, soon after the 
infliction of this punishment, very stout. The 
bastinado is given not only as a punishment for 
crime, but as a means of extorting confession of 
guilt. 

For the same purpose, as also for extracting 
money, an infamous mode of torture is sometimes 
employed. It consists in placing the person in a 
box, called, facetiously, the “ wooden jelabeer,” or 
cloak. It is only large enough to receive the 
prisoner in a sitting posture, and the four sides 
being stuck all over with sharp nails, all rest is 
effectually prevented. Persons have been sub- 
mitted for months to this cruel ordeal, and in 
some instances it has been continued until release 
has only come, through death. 

Another torture, often employed, is that of 
keeping a man chained against a wall by means 
of an iron collar round his neck ; and his arms 
being secured in an extended position, he is 
obliged to stand on tiptoe to avoid strangulation. 
Indeed, the variety and cruelty of the tortures 
appear to be solely limited by the ingenuity of the 
torturers ; and the unhappy ex-governors of pro- 
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vinces who have amassed wealth are, as already 
said, frequent victims. 

It is almost impossible to exaggerate the horrors 
of a Moorish prison. Their condition, in several 
instances, has been already described. In some 
cases they are dungeons excavated deeply in the 
earth; in others, vaulted spaces above ground. 
But in every instance they are unventilated, dark, 
and most dismal chambers; devoid of needful 
accommodation, and, consequently, reeking with 
fetid odours. In some of them several hundred 
persons are confined together. They are heavily 
chained, and sleep on mats spread on the floor. 
The mortality in these prisons must be enormous. 
It is only surprising that prisoners and keepers 
are not invariably swept off together, and at once, 
by that fatal sickness known as jail fever, once 
so prevalent in this country, 2 and here, as in 
Morocco, the natural result of over-crowding, 
stagnant filth, and need of ventilation. 

Prison life has also been described while refer- 
ring to the prisons in the city of Morocco. Many 
of the prisoners are supported by alms. Happily 
the Mohammedan religion inculcates charity, not 

* This description of the Moorish prisons applies closely to 
those of England when, in 1774, the illustrious John Howard 
had his attention directed thereto. Their condition was, if 
possible, even worse during the reigns of Charles II. and 
.Tames II., when the persecution of nonconformists of ail 
denominations was at its height. 
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only as a commendable virtue but as necessary 
for salvation. 

We were told by an English merchant that he 
once had a Moor imprisoned for debt. At the end 
of two months he visited him in prison, and was 
then so shocked at the miserable state of the 
wretch, who was not only emaciated, but covered 
with vermin, that he went immediately to the 
governor and obtained the prisoner’s discharge. 
Yet, true to the Moorish character, the man neither 
thanked the merchant nor paid the debt. 

The shraa, or Mohammedan civil law, is adminis- 
tered by the kadies, assisted by the adools, who 
act as attorneys and public notaries. This shraa 
is derived from the Koran, and under it Europeans 
who have legal disputes with Moors are placed at 
a great disadvantage. The pleadings are conducted 
in writing, and certain fees are paid to officials. 
But no secret is made of the fact that sums of 
money, in proportion to the magnitude of the case, 
are bestowed on the kadies in order to influence 
their decisions. In a Moorish law-suit the 
judicious use of a long purse is more influential in 
obtaining a desired verdict than the truth or 
justice of the cause. 

In civil suits, in which Europeans are concerned, 
various difficulties arise. For, in addition to the 
irreconcileable hatred entertained against them, 
Christians are generally debarred from bribing the 
kadies, through fear of exposure. To be known 
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to have taken a bribe from a Kaffir would involve 
any kadi in certain ruin. Thus, it happens, that 
being paid by one side only, he is advocate as well 
as judge ; and, more frequently than not, he inter- 
feres in the drawing out of the documents, so as 
to make it impossible for the European to prove 
his case. Moreover, while in the adool, or notarial 
evidence, every facility is afforded to the believer, 
all sorts of restrictive rules are enforced in the 
case of Europeans. 

What justice can be looked for in a country 
in which, with a single exception, tliat of the 
administrator of customs, no official, whether 
he be judicial or administrative, is paid, except 
it may be in a nominal way, by the state ? for the 
judges must be corrupt, and the governors and 
other people in authority speculative and extor- 
tionate, in order to exist. 

Although the Jews are subject to the general 
laws of the country, they are allowed to settle their 
disputes according to their own shraa, or civil law, 
which accords with the Mosaic law. In this, they 
possess a great advantage ; for, according to 
Mohammedan law, neither Christian nor Jew has, 
in legal matters, any locus standi. In taking 
evidence their oath is not received, and the pre- 
sumption is always in favour of the true believer. 
The Jewish civil law is administered by the priests, 
acting in concert with the elders of the community. 
These find means to execute their decisions by 
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threatening excommunication and other modes of 
degradation. 

The day is gone by for ever when the mere lust 
of conquest, or greed for territorial empire can, as 
as regards England, cause uneasiness to the 
Moorish government. At one time, it is certain, 
France contemplated adding Morocco to her ad- 
jacent Algerian possessions. But the difficulties 
which would attend conquest, even if realized, first 
from the nature of the country, and next from the 
fierce fanaticism of the people, presented obstacles 
before which the ruler of France prudently recoiled. 
Spain would have gladly revived the glories of a 
past time, had that been possible, when she under- 
took to punish some affronts offered to her flag, 
with results hardly satisfactory. In that war the 
Moors made the fatal mistake of meeting the 
Spaniards on an open field. Whenever this 
occurred, the precipitous valour of horse and foot 
was expended in vain against the serried ranks of 
the foe. The error of the Moors lay in the 
traditionary dash of cavalry against large masses 
of infantry, accompanied by wild cries and wilder 
firing. Their fire-arms were imperfect, and their 
want of artillery was another great cause of defeat. 
In relation to warfare, as in all else, the Moors 
have much to learn. They need modern weapons, 
and, still more, instruction, drill, and discipline. 
They have many qualities which go far towards 
making good soldiers ; and if their cavalry could 

s 2 
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be regarded and used as mounted riflemen a force 
of immense value, on account of its rapid move- 
ments, would be the result. In case of invasion, 
every ridge, hill, and defile with which the roads 
leading from the coast to the interior are flanked, 
could be lined by an array of men unseen by an 
advancing foe, till too late. In such case the result 
would not be favourable to the invaders. This, at 
least, is our conviction, after seeing much of a 
country admirably fitted by nature for a guerilla 
method of warfare. The material, as regards men, 
is excellent. They are patient, obedient, easily 
roused by religious enthusiasm, fond of fighting, 
and inured to hardship. But to insure the 
integrity and permanence of the Moorish empire, 
internal reforms, such as those connected with 
the levying taxes, are greatly needed. Were 
these carried out, productive industry would be 
encouraged instead of discouraged as at present. 
No race is more desirous of possessing property 
than this. But the numerous examples of calami- 
ties resulting from possession of wealth beget 
indifference to industry. Under a wiser and 
healthier system of taxation, the immense re- 
sources of the country would be speedily developed 
and population increased. And the natural results 
of these improvements would soon be shown in 
the returns to the Imperial exchequer. 

Other reforms would be requisite, and might 
be expected to follow. The government should 
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abandon its policy of isolation, and, like the 
Japanese, boldly enter the comity of nations. 
Intercourse with, the outer world, although at- 
tended by some drawbacks, would introduce new 
ideas; and the comforts and decencies of life 


would be accepted and regarded. If in addition 
to this the hot zeal of religion could be tempered 
by consideration for the temporal welfare of the 
people, even if to no greater extent than that 
which has been introduced into the governing policy 
of Turkey, the whole aspect of Moorish society 
would rapidly undergo a most beneficial change. 
The languishing, but not yet stamped-out genius 
of the Moor, of which traces are still visible in 
many a ruin in his own country, and still more 
frequently in that neighbouring land which he so 
long held against all comers, would revive. Trade 
would rapidly increase on the removal of those 
restrictions by which it is at present oppressed, 
and the wealth of the people would augment 
proportionately. 

These combined reforms would speedily render 
Morocco the strongest of existing Moslem states 
as regards the possibility of foreign invasion. 
For, beside those internal features of the country 
already mentioned, the great extent of coast 
without harbours, and the dangerous surf which 
fringes the land, form a natural barrier against 
the landing of troops. Under such physical 
conditions no navy would be required for coast 
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service, while such pier and harbour works as 
the development of trade might demand, could 
be effectually fortified. 

The isolated position of Morocco is another 
great feature in its favour. Its rugged hills and 
fertile plains, except in themselves, have no value 
to the invader. "Whenever these hills and plains 
have been traversed, the arid desert in some 
direction or another stops the way. The country 
thus can never be a coveted highway to lands 
more favoured, regarding which the cupidity 
of nations might be excited, and it possesses no 
city which by its position might form the key to 
empire. Compact, self-contained, with ample 
space for development into a first-class power, 
Morocco has nothing to lose, or to dread from 
the stranger, but everything to gain. 

The army of Morocco is far from contemptible. 
As regards the number and quality of the men 
which form it something has been already said. 
It consists of the regular troops, almagazen, or the 
sultan’s soldiers, and the soldiers of the bashaws, 
or militia. 

The almagazen are reckoned at about 16,000 
men, of which half are cavalry. These troops 
are armed and clothed at the sultan’s expense, 
and, when on service, receive as pay about six- 
pence a day. When not actively employed, this 
stipend falls to about eight shillings a month. 
Beside this pay they receive many favours at the 
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hand of the sovereign, who counts especially on 
their fidelity. Whenever Europeans travel in 
Morocco, they are always accompanied by an 
escort drawn from these troops by the consul of 
the port at which the stranger has disembarked, 
or at which he has otherwise arrived. The escort 
is responsible for the safety of its charge, and, 
as previously explained, this makes travelling alone 
possible. For these services the soldiers are well 
paid by their employers. The late sultan attempted 
the organization of a body of troops on the 
European model. Four thousand men were drilled 
and equipped by the aid of European officers; 
but the system was so entirely opposed to the 
traditions and habits of the people, that the plan 
did not succeed. 

The inhabitants of all large towns, with the 
exception of Jews and slaves, and capable of 
bearing arms, are enrolled under the standard of 
their respective governors. These troops form 
the militia, or national guard, and their ordinary 
duties are confined to their own districts. It 
is thus easy to conceive that when these local 
troops in time of war are mobilized a very 
considerable force can be thrown into the field. 
And notwithstanding all the disadvantages of 
want of discipline, efficient arms, and artillery, the 
Moors are capable of stout resistance, as the 
events of the short Spanish war of 1859-1860 
proved sufficiently. That campaign cost the 
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Spaniards nearly three millions sterling, and, at 
the lowest estimate, the lives of 15,000 men from 
loss in battle and disease. Moreover, after the 
fall of Tetuan, an event which terminated the war, 
it was found that to make that town the base of 
future operations, and to hold the small addition 
of territory acquired, it would require the presence 
in Morocco of 20,000 men. From such heavy 
responsibility Spain wisely withdrew. She con- 
tented herself with the exaction of a large sum 
towards payment of the expenses of the war. To 
raise this, a loan was contracted in England, 
since which time the interest thereon has been 
punctually paid by the sultan’s government. 

A good many of the artillerymen stationed in 
the batteries throughout the country are Spanish 
renegades. 

The Moorish navy, which in former years was 
respectable in the number and equipment of its 
vessels, has now entirely disappeared. A few 
brigs and gun-boats lie rotting at Salee, where 
the principal dockyard and arsenal were situated. 
But these relics of a maritime power, which no 
longer exist, are fast yielding to decay. 



CHAPTER XV. 


EDUCATION — BELIGION — SUPEBSTITIONS — THE 
HEALING ABT. 

Education, such as it is amongst the Moors, belongs 
almost exclusively to the male sex. It is very 
rare to meet a woman who can even read. 

Boys are sent to school very early, and by a 
liberal allowance of the stick are forced to learn 
the Koran by heart, and to write a little. The 
thaleb, or schoolmaster, receives a mozouna , less 
than a halfpenny, every Thursday ; and two okeas, 
or threepence a month, besides, from each pupil. 
Presents of corn or fowls are also usually given 
by the parents. When a certain progress has 
been made, the pupil is mounted on a horse, led 
in triumph through the streets, and proclaimed 
Bachelor of the Koran. If he desires further in- 
struction he is admitted into a mdersa, or college, 
where he learns the elements of arithmetic and 
geometry, of history, and the theology of Sidi 
Khalil. When he has passed some years in the 
mdersa, he can go out thaleb, a man of letters ; 
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after this he may become addel, a lawyer ; then 
fekhy, doctor ; then alem, savant ; and finally he 
becomes qualified for kadi, judge in matters civil 
and ecclesiastical. 

There can be no doubt that some of the Moors 
are men of learning; but it is learning of the 
dogmatic kind, derived almost entirely from the 
Koran. It is this which stops the way of any 
real progress. 

The hours of prayer are announced by the 
mouddhen (muezzin) from the towers of the 
mosques in the following order : — 

1. Adhan es sebah — About three o’clock a.m. 

2. El Foojar — At dawn. 

3. El Oualy — At noon. 

4. Dohoor — An hour and a half after noon. 

5. El Asser — From a quarter to three to a 

quarter past three p.m., according to the 
season. 

6. El Mogreeb — At sunset. 

7. El Asha — An hour and a half after sunset. 

A few of the wealthy Moors possess clocks and 
watches, but they are so accustomed to the divi- 
sion of time provided by the mosques as to 
regard them as superfluities, and rather as 
playthings than for use. From el asha, an hour 
and a half after sunset, till el adhan, about an 
hour before sunrise, the inhabitants in the city of 
Morocco and other places are required to keep 
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within their homes under pain of imprisonment 
by the guards of the Moul el Dhoour. 

It is not our purpose to dwell upon ordinary 
matters of religion. The sultan is the head of the 
Moorish Church, which differs little in its rites from 
that of other Moslem countries. But what may be 
called the eccentricities of Mohammedanism, or 
the extraordinary ceremonies and customs of par- 
ticular sects, such as those of the howling der- 
vishes, are worthy of notice. These we had seen 
in our travels in Syria and Asia Minor; but in 
Morocco, as it appeared to us, the vagaries of 
religious zeal reach their climax. 

Foremost among these singular religious bodies 
is the strange sect known as the Isowa. Its 
members are adherents to the faith of a saint 
named Ben Isa, whose tomb is at Fez. This holy 
man, in order to prove his saintship, is said to 
have cast himself from the top of a high tower, 
and to have fallen without injury. 

His saintship thus attested, his followers pro- 
fess to be equally invulnerable to physical injury. 
They assert that snakes, scorpions, and all other 
venomous creatures cannot injure them, and that 
they therefore handle them with impunity. They 
also make it appear that they can eat and handle 
articles on fire, and in these kind of tricks they 
are very expert. 

On a certain day in the year they meet early in 
the morning, at the sanctuary of such town as 
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they inhabit. Here a fire is lighted, and the pecu- 
liar orgies of their festival commence. Taking 
hold of each other’s hands, and rapidly tossing 
their heads back-wards and forwards, they dance 
round the fire with wild shouts and increasing- 
pace. It is said that the chief man among them 
throws into the fire a dried herb, the fumes of 
which have an intoxicating effect. If this be so, 
the herb must be hemp, from which hashish is 
prepared. But it seems doubtful that any marked 
effect could be thus produced in the open air; 
it is far more probable that religious frenzy is 
answerable for what soon follows. While the 
mad dance is still proceeding, a sudden rush 
is made from the sanctuary, and the dancers, 
like men delirious, speed away to a place where 
live goats are tethered in readiness. At sight 
of these animals the fury of the savage and excited 
crowd reaches its height. In a few minutes the 
wretched animals are cut, or rather torn to pieces, 
and an orgy takes place over the raw and quiver- 
ing flesh. 

When they seem satiated, the Emkaddim, who is 
generally on horseback, and carries a long stick, 
forms a sort of procession, preceded by wild music, 
if such discordant sounds will bear the name. 
Words can do no justice to the frightful scene 
which now ensues. The naked savages — for on 
these occasions a scanty piece of cotton is all their 
clothing — with their long black hair, ordinarily 
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•worn in plaits, tossed about by the rapid to-and- 
fro movements of the bead, with faces and hands 
reeking with blood, and uttering loud cries re- 
sembling the bleating of goats, again enter the 
town. The place is now at their mercy, and the 
people avoid them as much as possible by shutting 
themselves up in their houses. A Christian or a 
Jew would run great risk of losing his life if either 
were found in the street. Goats are pushed out 
from the doors, and these the fanatics tear imme- 
diately to pieces with their hands, and then dispute 
over the morsels of bleeding flesh, as though they 
were ravenous wolves instead of men. Snakes are 
also thrown to them as tests of their divine frenzy, 
and these share the fate of the goats. Sometimes 
a luckless dog, straying as dogs will stray in a 
tumult, is seized on. Then the laymen, should 
any be at hand, will try to prevent the desecra- 
tion of pious mouths. But the fanatics sometimes 
prevail, and the unclean animal, abhorred by the 
mussulman, is torn in pieces and devoured, or 
pretended to be devoured, with indiscriminating 
rage. 

Having traversed the principal streets of the 
town, it is the practice with the Isowa to leave 
it by a gate opposite to that at which they entered. 
They are met at a short distance from the walls 
by a body of their country brethren. Here the 
previous orgies are renewed, and here we must 
leave them. 
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On the day succeeding the Isowa saturnalia 
the procession of another sect, that of the Ham- 
matchas, takes place. The doings of these gentry, 
if not as dangerous to others as those of the 
Isowa, are far more dangerous to themselves. 
Self-inflicted bodily injuries seem, in fact, the 
main object held in view. We should not, per- 
haps, criticize these barbarities too closely while 
self-discipline is the practice of a purer faith. 
But Mr. Whalley himself would stand aghast at 
the list of implements carried and used against 
themselves by the fanatic Hammatchas. These 
consist of choppers, clubs thickly studded with 
large nails, small cannon balls, and iron rings 
which have five or six short thick sticks attached 
by one end to the ring. With these instruments 
they literally cut and thrash themselves as they 
walk along till they are covered with blood. 
They will then, by way of change, throw the 
cannon balls into the air, so that they come down 
upon their heads. Occasionally they are for a 
time completely stunned by this proceeding ; but 
on recovering they will again join the procession. 
Sometimes, however, fatal results follow. Lately, 
at Saffi, a man died speedily after an injury of 
the kind. 

These sects are commonly recruited from the 
lowest classes. It is not uncommon in a family 
more than usually ignorant and fanatic to find one 
son brought up an Isowa, another an Hammatcha ; 
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while a third may belong to the sect of the Dur- 
kouas. 

The rites and processions just described have 
an allegorical meaning. The naked howling 
savages are intended to represent the state of 
human society before the civilizing influence of 
Mohammedanism was brought to bear upon it. 
The man on horseback, who is always very well 
dressed, and sedate in his conduct, typifies the 
proprieties of the present state of things. But 
the processions are now less numerously attended 
than formerly, as the late sultan discouraged them. 
One of the functions of the Isowa consists in the 
cure of the sick ; and, in order to effect this, the 
patient lies on his face while his back is trampled 
on by the holy physician. 

The doctrines of Dr. Cumming have their 
counterpart among the Moors. They have a 
current opinion that the end of the world is at 
hand. When in the city of Morocco, we were told 
that this event is to take place in the year 1800 
of the Hegira, a date corresponding with a.d. 
1883. The destruction of the world will, accord- 
ing to the best orthodox views, be preceded by 
wars and tumults, miracles and portents. The 
successful revolt against the powerful governor, 
Ben Doud, was regarded as the first sign of the 
times. 

There is no end to the superstitions of the 
Moors, or rather the people of Morocco ; for the 
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people as a whole appear to be infected. Witch- 
craft is generally believed in, and its rites are 
largely practised. As might be expected, love- 
charms are in great request. The Moorish priests 
sell them to men and women, and the ingredients 
are as heterogeneous as they are occasionally re- 
pulsive. Sometimes a piece of paper upon which 
the charm is written is soaked in water, which 
is given the victim to drink. Bits of the beloved 
object’s clothes, hair, parings of nails, nay even the 
earth he or she has trodden upon, are used in 
various ways for the specific purpose in view. 
But the oddest thing of all, in the way of a charm, 
came under our notice at Mogador. One now 
and then sees a fowl or a pigeon with a little red 
bundle tied to its foot. This puzzled us greatly, 
until on inquiry we found that the bundle contained 
a charm. It is believed that if the charm is kept 
in constant motion by the bird, a corresponding 
ferment is excited in the mind of him or her 
against whom the charm is directed. This device 
is also employed in order to obtain the friendship 
or assistance of the great — such as governors of 
provinces, or even the sultan himself. 

The bones of dead men pounded, as well as 
other disagreeable things, are administered in 
articles of food. But these are given for the 
purpose of causing injury to the victim. The 
brain of the hyena is another thing used for 
enchantments. Ras el Dubbah, applied to a person, 
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means that lie has eaten the head of the hyena, 
and has become silly. 

Written charms, sewn in small squares of silk 
suspended by silken strings are worn as a pro- 
tection against injury. The belief in the evil eye 
prevails in Morocco, as it doe3 in all Eastern 
countries. Bough representations of the human 
hand, which appear to be regarded as a safe- 
guard against witchcraft, are commonly painted 
on the doors of houses, and the same are rudely 
carved on grave-stones. Guardian angels are 
supposed to be numerous ; their protective powers 
extending not only to men, but even to the gates 
of towns and cities. 

When a newly-built house is first inhabited, 
barley-meal is mixed with oil, and portions of 
the mass are thrown into the four corners of 
the building, to propitiate the underground neigh- 
bours — in other words, the demons— with whom 
the residents have to come in contact. When 
a person falls by accident, it is thought proper 
to pour out a libation of oil on the spot to satisfy 
the demons. Iron is considered a great protec- 
tion against demons. When a person is ill in bed 
it is usual to put a knife or a dagger under his 
pillow ; and before the reason for the custom was 
explained to us, we had been puzzled by it when 
requested to prescribe for a patient. 

It has been already said that the Jews are 
equally superstitious with the Moors; and some 

T 



274 


MOROCCO AND TBJ3 MOORS. 


of the current stories are of such recent date, and 
are told so circumstantially, that they are half 
believed by some of the Europeans. Take the 
following one, which has about it a smack of a tale 
from the “ Arabian Nights.” 

About sis months before our visit a Jew of Wad- 
noon, well known to some of our English friends, 
happened to be at Mogador, and lodged in the 
house of one Moses Bassoon. A Moorish priest 
persuaded Moses to pay him a sum of money 
for a certain charm by means of which a fortune 
might be made within twelve months. ^ In the 
meanwhile, in order to insure the desu d result, 
the priest enjoined him not to cut his ham, and 
to strictly attend to other details. In a short 
time Moses received a box from the priest, in 
which, apparently, were a number of pearls, 
emeralds, and other precious stones. These 
were offered for sale to the Wadnoon Jew, 
and after the usual careful examination they 
were bought for 6001. For greater security, the 
purchaser took the boi of gems at once to Wad- 
noon, intending to sell them to the sheik; but 
when the box was opened in the sheik’s presence 
it was found to be full of common pebbles instead 
of gems. The Jew returned to Mogador in great 
distress, only to be assured that when sold the 
gems were genuine. The sheik of Wadnoon 
represented the case to the Governor of Mogador, 
adding that he would stop the traffic between the 
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two places, and prevent all debts from being paid 
by his people, unless j ustice wore done. Subsequent 
investigation proved that the deception was caused 
by the charms of the Moorish priest. He was 
accordingly thrown into prison ; but on the night 
of his arrest the Jew who bought the jewols was 
heard to scream. To account for this ho declarod 
that he had received a sovero flogging from two 
black slaves who appeared in his closed room. This 
flogging was repeated on tho two following nights, 
and then the sufferer made such representations 
to the Governor of Mogador as to lead to the 
release of the Moorish priost. After this tho 
Jew was not molested, but his GOOZ. were irre- 
coverably lost; while his co-religionist, who had 
made the nefarious compact with the priest, was, 
according to its terms, so much a richer man 
within a given time. 

Among superstitions which affect the sovereign 
is the following. If he has occasion to pass 
through certain parts of his dominions he always 
walks. It is believed that his death would soon 
follow if he attempted to ride. 

There are superstitions about salt in Morocco 
as there are in Europe. Salt is believed to be a 
safeguard against evil spirits, and is carried in the 
hand with that view when people have to go in 
the dark from one room to another. 

Another strange instance of superstition oc- 
curred among the Moors while we were at Mogador. 

I 2 
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It was tlie more remarkable for tlie reason that an 
analogous circumstance bad occurred in London 
no great while previously. A house in Lambeth 
was alleged to have been pelted with stones from 
an invisible source, and a statement of this going 
the round of the newspapers caused great excite- 
ment in certain quarters. In this case all the 
residents in Mogador heard of their swarthy fellow 
townsman’s misfortune and his persecution by 
malignant spirits. In company with our friend, 
Mr. Brauer, who knew the owner well, we visited 
the haunted premises. The house was situated in 
a blind lane, or cul-de-sac , in a quarter •• i he town 
called the Medina. It consisted of three rooms 
on the ground floor opening on a small patio, and 
one small first-floor room. In one corner of the 
patio was a heap of peccant stones which had 
been collected from the patio and the terraced 
roof. The man’s story, so far undoubtedly true, 
was that daily and nightly large stones came 
through the air into his premises, to the imminent 
risk of himself and family, which consisted of his 
wife, and a daughter about twelve years old. Mr. 
Brauer, who took a great interest in the Moor, 
assured me that while in the upper room a few 
days previously two stones passed through the 
doorway and struck the opposite wall, and in the 
course of the hour he remained there several other 
stones dropped into the enclosure. Tho strange 
mendacity of the Moors was apparent. Seeing a 
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stone that weighed several pounds in the middle 
of the patio, we inquired of the little girl how and 
when it came there, as it had the appearance of 
having been recently detached from some place 
where it had been partially imbedded ; she replied, 
without hesitation, that when engaged, a short 
time before our visit, about something in the patio, 
she observed the stone wriggling to and fro as if 
to loosen itself out of the lower part of the wall 
of the enclosure, and that it then apparently flung 
itself a distance of some yards out of its mortar 
bed into the position it occupied. We took up the 
stone and found that it exactly fitted the cavity 
pointed out in the wall. It must be admitted 
that our attention had not in any way been directed 
to this particular stone, and had we not inquired 
about it its strange story would not have been 
told. The readiness and circumstantial manner 
with which this little fable was put together were, 
therefore, truly amazing. 

The Moor told us that be had brought a thaleb 
or scribe to the house, to write a charm which 
might relieve him of the persecution, but that 
when the scribe commenced the stones came in 
so rapidly that he was obliged to desist. This 
attempt having failed, a holy man who had been 
to Mecca was solicited to visit the place, and he 
had been there the previous evening. The saint 
first directed the rooms to be cleaned ; this done, 
he went through a form of incantation ; next he 
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took a nail and drove it into one of the walls; 
whereupon, as my informant showed by word and 
action, a hissing noise accompanied each blow of 
the hammer. This, as the holy functionary said, 
was caused by the evil spirits taking their departure 
under this curious form of ejectment. Since then 
no stones had come into the premises. 

But our Moor’s troubles were by no means 
ended. If his daughter was to be trusted, the foun- 
dation stones of his premises were in an unquiet 
state ; and a few days after our visit the rain of 
stones from without was as bad as ever. The 
kaid of the town came in state to witness the pheno- 
menon but could make nothing of it. - 'innlly the 
man was reluctantly obliged to leave the house, 
in building which he had expended what was to 
him a considerable sum. 

This account, given with some detail and exactly 
as things occurred, is placed at the disposal of all 
whom it may concern, to explain as best seems fit 
to them. Spiritualists may claim it as a manifest- 
ation of the powers of the unseen world. For our- 
selves, we believe that the Moor had enemies who 
took this method of persecuting him ; while he, 
honest man, was not loth to supplement his real 
misfortunes by improbable lies, in the detail of 
which he was loyally supported by his family. 
The flat roofs of the Moorish houses are well 
adapted for inflicting the annoyance of missile- 
throwing. Unless we mistake, the 'Lambeth stone 
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showers were at length traced to some practical 
jokers living in the neighbourhood of the assailed 
house. 

A very curious chapter might be written on the 
state of medicine among the Moors. The mantle 
of Avicenna or of Bhazes has not fallen on their 
modern representatives. Certain nondescript 
practitioners may be seen squatted in the streets. 
They dispense drugs and practise astrology, for 
this last is regarded as a most useful adjunct to 
the medical art. Most of the drugs in use are 
herbs, which are brought to market by women. 
Of these the greater number are well known and 
in common use in Europe . 1 But in Morocco 
greater faith is probably placed in written charms 
than in the most active drugs. The former are 
given in various diseases and under various cir- 
cumstances, as, for instance, when a person is 
about to undertake a journey or to transact 
business. 

Certain surgical operations are practised, and 
the Moorish doctors even perform the operation 
of couching for cataract. There is a kabyle 
beyond Tafilot which is noted for its oculists. 
One of the applications to the eye is that of the 
doctor’s tongue, which is drawn across the organ 
while it is held open. No doubt sand or other 
foreign bodies are thus effectively licked out. The 
application of a red-hot iron — the actual oautery — 
1 Appendix E. 
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is held in high esteem. Cupping is managed by 
means of outs made with a razor, the wide end of 
a cow’s horn is then placed over them, and 
through a hole at the tip the operator draws blood 
by suction. Bleeding from the arm is also 
practised, and among the Jews women arc always 
bled in the last month of pregnancy. 

The grossest superstitions are mixed up with 
the Moors’ conceptions of the healing art. But of 
this parallel instances might be cited nearer home. 
A few years ago a Moorish woman, who was called 
“ Lallah Tasrout,” or “ Lady of the Stone,” made 
a great sensation at Mogador. She was the 
fortunate possessor of a talking stone fv m which 
she extracted what was better than sermons, 
namely, many valuable secrets, and particularly 
infallible methods of curing diseases, which she 
turned to her own good account. 

The Jewesses of Mogador, by the advice of old 
women, practise the following method of cure for 
certain diseases. They select the outlet of a 
sewer, and throw into the filthy liquid which flows 
from it seven eggs broken np one by one. These 
are well mixed with the sewage. Prayers are 
then offered to demons, and the horrible mixture 
is swallowed seven times. It is difficult to under- 
stand how the patient survives the remedy. If 
ever there was a case in which the cure is worse 
than the disease it is surely to be found in this 
treatment by liquid manure. 
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Cholera is attributed to evil spirits which gain 
possession of people, and to avoid meeting them 
it is the custom when the disease is prevalent, to 
keep close, when out of doors, as much as possible 
to walls. For the same reason sand-hills are 
avoided, as such arc considered to be a great 
resort of evil spirits. 

Bezoars, from the Horreh, are held in great 
esteem. Signor Korkos, of the city of Morocco, 
showed me one, the size of a small walnut, for 
which he had paid twelve dollars. It was a very 
smooth, cream-coloured concretion, the interior of 
which showed the mode of formation in concentric 
circles. "When used the bezoar is rubbed on a 
stone and the powder thus obtained is swallowed. 
It was stated that it was always necessary that 
the patient who took it should observe strict 
regimen and remain in the house for seven days. 
Bezoars are esteemed as sovereign remedies for 
diseases of the heart, liver, and other internal 
organs, as also for sore eyes, for rheumatism and 
other ailments. 

Gold dust is taken internally when .to prevent 
offspring is desirable. Shot is swallowed with 
the same intention, and also scrapings from a 
rhinoceros’s horn. 

Ants are given to lethargic people as a remedy, 
on the principle, we may presume, of antithesis 
and pure allopathy. But, as it is also held that 
eating lion’s flesh makes a cowardly man brave, 
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it -would also seem that homoeopathy is not 
despised. A chameleon split open alive is a 
common application to wounds and sores. The 
dried body of the animal is also employed. This 
is burned, and the noisome fumes arising there- 
from are inhaled by the patient as a sovereign 
remedy for debility. I have already spoken of 
leprosy, which is one of the scourges of the 
country. But in some places, as at Mogador, it 
seems to be unknown, although it prevails in the 
province of Haha, in which the town is situated. 

The fearful epidemic of plague, which cut off so 
many of the people in the last and beginning of 
the present century, has been entirely unknown 
for more than fifty years. It has certainly not 
been “ stamped out ” by precautions or improved 
sanitation. It is probably only in abeyance, in 
obedience to some unknown law. 



CHAPTER XVI. 


AGRICULTURE — DOMESTIC ANIMALS — MANUFACTURES — 
MONEY. 

Morocco possesses no manufactures worthy of the 
name, its population depending in the main upon 
agriculture. The empire presents such variety 
and excellence of climate and soil in hill and 
valley, woodland and open plain, watered by rivers 
and numerous small streams, that almost every 
plant under the sun might be raised within its 
limits. Even by the application of ordinary in- 
dustry at least five times the present population 
might be supported. 

The change effected by rain after the summer 
heats is almost magical. Parched and apparently 
desert wastes burst out into one mass of green. 
Even the shifting sand-hills at this season show 
signs of life. Yet nothing strikes the eye of the 
stranger more forcibly than the absence of culti- 
vation over great tracts of fertile country. No 
road is seen except the beaten tracks which are 
the highways of the country, or those which 
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connect the ■widely-scattered villages together. 
Many hours may be passed in travelling -without 
a house, a tent, or any sign of human life being 
met with, except possibly a camel or two and 
their drivers on their way to the coast with a 
small quantity of produce, or returning back 
empty. Around the villages the traveller sees a 
set of lazy, yet stalwart Arabs, rolled up in their 
rags and sleeping in the shade. Ask one of these 
fellows why he does not till the ground and grow 
corn for sale as well as for his family, he will 
probably point to a plot of barley or wheat near 
at hand, and reply : “ If it pleases God to send 
rain, there will be quite enough for myself and 
my family.” And ho will almost cei • t .inly add, 
“ What is the use in planting more ? The sheik 
will only come and take it from me if I have an 
extra quantity ; and if I do manage to get it to 
the coast, there will be no price given for it if the 
year happens to be a fruitful one.” Such are the 
specious arguments for an indolence which might 
seem inexcusable. The sultan obtained, by treaty 
with foreign powers, the right to prevent the ex- 
portation of any article he pleased, and he at once 
prohibited the export of wheat and barley. Mean- 
while his people are impoverished, and European 
nations deprived of an excellent market. 

Except in the neighbourhood of towns, land is 
of no value. In many of the best grain-growing 
provinces, as in Abda, Doqualla, and Stooka, 
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thousands of fertile acres lie waste and ownerless. 
Manure is never used, and when the soil is ex- 
hausted the farmer moves to another locality. 
Almost the entire surface of the land, except 
that of the mountains, is covered with a rich soil, 
often of surprising depth. In some places, as in 
Bled Ahmar (the red country), this soil is of a red- 
dish colour, the dust of which, in the dry season, 
gives the face of the country and everything in it 
the same appearance. The great requisite of the 
Moorish farmer is water. Unless in the districts 
through which rivers flow, neither himself nor 
his cattle could exist through the long rainless 
summers except by the aid of wells. Of these, 
some are of great depth, and the water is drawn 
from them after the most clumsy fashion. A bar 
is placed across the well’s mouth, and to this bar 
a long rope is fastened, having attached to it a 
bucket, or rather bag, made of cow-skin. The 
wells are not private property, but belong to 
the tribe ; and it is the constant occupation of 
three or four men to draw up water for the use 
of the farmers. The stranger must obtain per- 
mission to get water for his animals or even for 
his own use. The irrigating- wheel, so common in 
the East, is sometimes seen. 

The first thing to be done when the farmer 
settles on a plot of ground is to erect a hut. In 
the northern provinces this consists of low tabia 
walls covered with thatch ; but in the south. 
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where the population ia more nomad, the hut, or 
novella, is formed of reeds, in the shape of a bee- 
hive. Whatever be the shape, it is generally sur- 
rounded with an impenetrable fence of cut thorn- 
bushes. Within this a sufficient space is enclosed 
to house his cattle at night, and for himself 
and family protection is afforded against surprise 
and injury. As a further security, the huts are 
arranged in clusters, so as to form villages ; and 
the authority of one individual as headman is 
always acknowledged. An isolated hut is never 
seen throughout the country, and the migration 
of a whole village is not uncommon, ’lut in the 
remote parts of the country, where bh population 
is still more nomad, the Arabs live in tents made 
of goats’ hair. The black, sloping roofs may be 
seen clustered in groups in the vicinity of water. 

If the land selected for agricultural purposes is 
overgrown with brushwood, it is cleared by setting 
it on fire, and the stems which remain unburnt 
are broken off close to the ground. At the com- 
mencement of the rainy season, which i3 generally 
in October, the land is ploughed. The plough 
consists of a log of tough wood about three feet 
long, roughly squared and pointed at one end. 
A handle is inserted into the other end, while 
another shaft projects from about the centre of the 
log. To this shaft a pair of bullocks is yoked 
by means of a rope. Sometimes a pair of mares, 
or a marc and a donkey are employed. But the 
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Moor is by no means particular as to his motive 
power. A camel and a donkey are occasionally 
used ; and, strangest of all, a woman may some- 
times be seen joined to the fortunes of a donkey in 
this useful but lowly toil. It unfortunately, too 
often happens that the oxen have been seized by 
the revenue officers of the sultan, or rather of the 
governor who acts for the sultan. 

Adam, driven by necessity, could not have de- 
vised a more primitive or ruder implement than 
this Arab plough. The furrows it makes are most 
irregular, and consist of a mere scratching of the 
earth to the depth of a few inches. In heavy soils, 
such as the plains of Morocco and Abda, the 
plough is sometimes tipped with iron. Another 
implement used is the hoe. This consists of a 
piece of flat iron, having an eye on one side, 
into which a j short handle is inserted at a right 
angle. This serves the purpose of a spade ; 
it is used in digging canals and wells, and is 
also the special tool of gardeners. The plough, 
thorn-bush, hoe, hadr/e, or native sickle, and dagger, 
comprise the whole of the implements used by the 
Arab farmer. Yet, as already said, the results of 
his farming are often astonishing. 

Barley and wheat are sown broadcast; but 
maize, beans, and peas are inserted into the earth 
with the fingers, or in holes made with a pointed 
stick. A large thorn-bush, upon which a few 
stones are placed to give it weight, is then drawn 
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over the surface to cover the seed, and the plant- 
ing operations are complete. Yet, such are the 
advantages of climate and soil, that the crops are 
often splendid. Sufficient rain is the one thing 
requisite, and if this is forthcoming the rapidity 
and luxuriance of growth are marvellous. 

Corn is reaped with little sickles, which make 
the work very tedious and imperfect. Xot more 
than half the straw is cut, and one reason of 
this seems to be the interference of rank 
weeds. Maize and beans, having thick stems, are 
cut with the large curved daggers worn by the 
Moors. 

Harvest along the coast usually commences in 
the latter end of March, when barley begins to be 
reaped. Beans are harvested in May, and wheat in 
June and July. Harvesting in the interior begins 
somewhat earlier than on the coast. 

The corn when cut is tied in small bundles, 
which are collected first into small heaps, and 
afterwards into one large heap close to the thresh- 
ing-floor. This is made of clay well beaten down 
and enclosed by thorn-bushes. Into this enclosure 
cattle are put, which are constantly driven round 
while the corn is thrown under their feet by women 
and children. After the grain has in this manner 
been trodden out it is cleaned by tossing in the 
air. When sufficiently dry it is stowed away in 
excavations made in the ground and plastered with 
tabia. As the mouth of the cavity is hermetically 
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sealed, grain will remain perfectly sound in tliese 
receptacles for many years. 

Farming to the north of Mogador consists 
mainly in the cultivation of maize, beans, and 
peas; these articles of ordinary agricultural produce 
are alone allowed to be exported, and at times 
even these are prohibited. Saffi, Mazagan, and 
Casa Blanca are the ports for these articles. 

A considerable amount of wheat and barley is 
grown on the magnificent plain of Morocco ; yet, 
so vast is its expanse, that to those passing 
over it it seems hardly cultivated at all. There is 
ample room for a great development of remune- 
rative industry. The ground has a gentle slope 
from the Atlas mountains ; and water being abun- 
dant, a perfect system of irrigation might be 
established. Here the steam plough might run 
for miles without interruption, and cotton might 
be grown to perfection. The cost of production, 
with labour at from Gd. to 8 d. per day, and with 
transit, even by camel, at the rate of two dollars, 
8s., per load of four quintals, about 480 lbs., for 
the journey of 60 or 80 miles to Mogador, are all 
circumstances highly favourable to the introduc- 
tion of capital and scientific agriculture. The late 
sultan planted cotton on a large scale, and en- 
couraged some of his 'governors to follow his 
example. But the want of a proper system of 
irrigation, the absence of method in picking and 
cleaning, added to the fact that much of the cotton 

u 
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was stolen when ripe, led to the abandonment of 
its cultivation. 

Notwithstanding all the advantages of this 
favoured land, famines, caused by the failure of 
crops from drought, are not unfrequent. These 
famines are generally local, and under a better 
system of government would be hardly felt. It 
has already been explained why the Arab, as a rule, 
grows only corn enough for his immediate wants. 
When a famine occurs in a district the stock in 
hand is soon consumed ; and in places where the 
whole population might exist for years on the pro- 
duction of a single harvest, numbers of people 
perish from hunger. As the case stands the starv- 
ing people flock to the seaports, attracted by the 
grain collected by traders for export. 

The olive gardens of the south form picturesque 
groves of great extent ; their produce constitutes 
the principal wealth of the provinces of Haha 
and Sus. But the oil, probably from the imperfect 
methods of preparing it, is greatly inferior to that 
of Spain and Italy. It is, however, exported from 
Mogador in large quantities. 

The tree next in importance to the olive is the 
almond. It is grown largely in the provinces of 
Shedma and Haha, and in the country about 
Morocco. A considerable quantity of almonds are 
also grown in Sus, but they are of inferior quality. 
The mulberry-tree flourishes, and the silkworm is 
reared in the city of Morocco and some other 
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places. But tliougli the silk is of superior quality 
very little is made. The vine grows well, hut is 
only to be seen about towns, where it is trained 
upon trees as in Italy. Through want of cultiva- 
tion the grapes are deficient in flavour, and the 
badly fermented, heavy wine prepared by the Jews 
is in all respects inferior. 

The forests of the south yield a large quantity 
of argan oil which throughout Morocco is employed 
in the preparation of almost every dish . 1 In the 
north a good deal of oil is extracted from mastic 
berries. This is used chiefly for burning, and 
it forms also an article of food among the poorer 
classes. Tobacco is grown in some places, but 
its flavour is strong and its quality altogether 
bad. 

Every large town we visited, with the exception 
of Mogador, was surrounded by fields and gardens 
extending a considerable distance. These were 
fenced by hedges of mastic or prickly pear, or, as 
at Morocco, by tdbia walls. The gardens, according 
to locality, are filled with orange, citron, lemon, 
pomegranate, fig, date, and other fruit-trees. In 
good seasons the respective fruits are so plentiful 
as to be scarcely worth gathering ; but, with the 
exception of dates, for which Tafilet is celebrated, 
and citrons, none of these are exported. 

Truffles — Arabic Tarfas — grow in the country 
around Saffi, and in wet seasons are very abundant. 

1 Appendix E. 
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Dr. Hooker, who, as previously stated, travelled 
in Morocco in 1871, and ascended the Atlas range, 
made a large collection of plants, many of which 
have been since figured and described in Curtis’s 
“ Magazine of Botany.” 

Vegetables might be raised in great perfection, 
but their cultivation is much neglected. Most of 
the ordinary kinds are grown near towns by the 
Jews. The Moors take little trouble to raise them. 
Cabbages grow to an enormous size, and I saw 
radishes in the city of Morocco which might have 
been mistaken for large carrots. 

The burden camel — Jimmel — is the most im- 
portant of the domesticated animals. By its 
means the products of distant provinces are inter- 
changed, and commerce is carried on with places 
like Timbuctoo, in the heart of Africa. The 
strength and enduring qualities of the camel alone 
make such journeys possible. Day after day, 
from sunrise to sunset, this patient animal will 
plod through a desert at the rate of about two 
miles an hour while carrying a load of four 
hundredweight, or even more. To sustain all this 
patient toil, a small meal of grain, or even of 
straw, with water at intervals of days will suffice. 
In the north, where the camel is larger, and food 
can be procured on a journey, the camel will carry 
as much as six hundredweight. 

But the camel is also valuable to the Arab for 
its milk, which is much esteemed, and for its flesh, 
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which he eats with great relish. Among the 
Moors, camels’ milk has the same reputation for 
curing consumption as ass’s milk has with us. 
The male camel is extremely vicious at a certain 
season. The Moors say that the camel keeps 
spite for a year, and that a man who has done 
one of these beasts an injury is in great danger if 
he approaches the injured animal at this particular 
time. The camel first knocks his victim down, 
then kneels on his chest, and (they say) listens to 
ascertain whether he still breathes before getting 
up. We have seen a camel rush frantically about, 
until he succeeded in throwing his rider, to the 
imminent risk of his neck. Camels also bite 
savagely. The ordinary price of one is about 10 1. 

The fast camel — or Heirie — bears the same rela- 
tion to the burden camel as our thorough-bred 
horse does to a cart-horse. The form of the fast 
camel is more slender and elegant, and his special 
characteristic lies in his speed. The statements 
made in respect to this, as also of his endurance, 
seem almost fabulous. This breed of camels vary 
greatly in excellence, and one of first-rate quality 
is valued at a very large sum of money. 

The affection of the Arab for his horse is 
proverbial; and in Morocco it has the place of 
honour among animals. It is not used as a beast 
of burden or of draught, but bears its master 
alone. When it dies it is not skinned, as this 
would be a profanation of the noble creature. 
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When the Arab rises in the morning he lays his 
hand on his horse’s head, at the same time saying, 
“ In the name of God.” He then kisses his hand 
to it, because of the favour in ■which the horse 
was held by Mohammed. Horses are carefully 
tended and frequently washed. Their food is 
straw and barley ; the last' being given in a nose- 
bag, and only at sunset. They are sent to grass 
every spring for a period of forty days. 

The imaginative powers of the Arabs are greatly 
exercised in the matter of their horses. They 
attribute different qualities to different-coloured 
animals. A black horse is at its best at night, 
and a chestnut at sunrise. A white horse is more 
on the alert than one of any other colour ; while 
the grey horse, above all others — and there is 
much truth in the observation — is remarkable for 
soundness and endurance of hoof. The plains of 
Abda, to the eastward of Saffi, are renowned for 
their fine breed of horses. 

The desert horse, which is employed in hunting 
ostriches to the south of Wadnoon, is a wonderful 
animal. It is trained to live on camels’ milk and 
dates, but sometimes, as it appears, on milk alto- 
gether; and the effect of this diet is to impart 
extraordinary speed and endurance. If, as some- 
times, the desert horse is brought north into 
Morocco, and is put on ordinary provender, its 
spare, greyhound-like frame soon fills out, and 
much of its great speed is lost. But these swift 
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horses, unlike the swift camels, require much 
attention. They cannot, in fact, travel without 
their nurses. Each horse requires a pair of 
camels to supply it with milk. Here is a hint for 
Newmarket ! Let a thorough-bred horse, from the 
time of weaning, be fed entirely on cows’ milk in 
default of camels’ milk, and let it contend for the 
prize with its oat and bean- fed brethren ! Other 
desert horses live like their owners when travelling, 
almost entirely on dates. 

But the ordinary horse of Morocco has nothing 
wonderful about it. It is a small, and not always 
a well-bred animal. It has endurance and fair 
speed, and its performances in the Moorish cavalry 
exercises prove it to be docile. As might be 
expected, the veterinary art of the Moors is in 
a barbarous state, but they shoe horses skilfully. 
The shoe has a bar across the frog. The average 
price of a horse is from 10?. to 15Z. All the 
horses are stallions, and mares are seldom ridden 
usually they are kept solely for breeding. 

The mules of Morocco excel even those of Spain. 
Some of them are as large as a full-sized horse. 
Plodding, patient, sure-footed, and docile, they 
carry the traveller at the rate of four miles an 
hour through a long day, with few halts and little 
sustenance. The mule in Morocco holds the 
place of the stage coach or railway train in more 
advanced countries. The price of a mule ranges 
between 20?. and 407. 
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An ass with the driver mounted on it is com- 
monly seen preceding a drove of camels. The 
price of one varies from 11 . to 11 . 10s. 

The horned cattle of the country are small but 
not unsightly animals, and they resemble more or 
less the Alderney breed imported into England. 
The flesh is good, but the animals are generally in 
poor condition from want of attention. Bullocks, 
as already said, are used generally for ploughing. 
The price of a good cow is about 61 ., and of a 
bullock about 4 1 . 

Sheep are reared extensively for the sake of 
their wool. This is in general of inferior quality. 
The best wool comes from the province of Tedla, 
and is largely used in the manufacture of the far- 
famed Fez caps. The mutton is poor, and tastes 
woolly, but improves considerably in the rainy 
season. The mountain sheep of the province of 
Sus, which feed on aromatic herbs, are, however, 
noted for their fine flavour. The price of a sheep 
is about 10s. 

G-oats are very numerous, especially in the south. 
Shedma and Haha are famed for them. In those 
provinces they take the place of sheep. In Haha 
goats are often seen in the top of the argan-tree ; 
and a good climber, which can therefore support 
itself on the argan berries, brings a higher price 
than one that is not so active. Goats are valued 
for their skins, which yield the well-known Morocco 
leather. The price of one is about 8s. 
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The domestic fowl is very common in all parts 
of the country ; it is the main dependence of the 
traveller in the way of animal food. He will often 
be obliged to go for many days without meeting 
with anything that he can eat except the rooster, 
slain for his dinner and cooked with oil. Ducks 
are only common at Mazagan, and turkeys are 
unknown, except at Morocco. The want of better 
means of communication between distant places 
is the cause of many curious anomalies of the 
kind. 

The primitive art of weaving is carried to con- 
siderable perfection in Morocco. The loom is of 
the rudest kind, and is probably the same that 
has been in use for thousands of years. Fez is 
the chief seat of silk-weaving, while Kabat and 
Morocco contain a great many looms for wool. Ho 
one can look at the beautiful carpets which their 
weavers turn out, without feeling that the rude 
designs and mixture of colours are guided by a 
taste which, although peculiar, has much in it to 
be commended. "Weaving is an occupation confined 
to the poorer classes, and is in no way indebted to 
patronage or capital. Mineral dyes are hardly 
used ; but madder, pomegranate peel, henna, log- 
wood, cochineal, and indigo supply the ordinary 
colours. Of these, the three last are imported. 
As far as we could learn, mordants are unknown. 

The potter’s art receives a good deal of atten- 
tion ; and the coarse glazed ware, which is seen 
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everywhere, is often creditably ornamented. The 
principal manufactories are at Fez; but the best 
specimens of ware are now scarce, as the two best 
designers died from cholera some years ago. 

Some of the Moorish metal work deserves com- 
mendation. There are goldsmiths and copper- 
smiths in all the large towns. We have often 
wondered at the precision with which the artificer 
forms elaborate decorations on brass trays, with 
his graver alone, without pattern or sketch of 
any kind. The whole thing is eliminated from 
the depths of his inner consciousness in ° remark- 
able manner. The best gunmakers -..c found 
at Tetuan. 

The world at large is more familiar with the 
name of Morocco applied to leather prepared from 
goat skin than with the country itself, or any- 
thing which concerns it. But the tanners of 
Europe have learned to excel the Moors themselves 
in the art of preparing this kind of leather. In 
Morocco it is made only in four colours ; bright 
yellow, which is largely used for men’s slippers, 
white and red, for women’s slippers, and brownish- 
red, which is employed for other purposes. 

The Moorish ladies are very clever at em- 
broidery. Some of their work would do no dis- 
credit to the ladies of any part of the world. 

Churning, like all domestic work, falls to the 
lot of the women. The chum is a bag made of 
goat-skin. This, when nearly filled with milk, is 
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closed by tying tbe moutb tightly. The bag is 
then rolled about and kneaded till butter is 
formed. 

The Moor will never part with money if he can 
by any means avoid it. In a country where there 
are no banks, or other places of security, every 
man must be his own banker. To bury money in 
the earth, or otherwise hide it, is the common 
practice. The amount of money hoarded in the 
country must thus be very large, and the treasury 
of the late sultan was known to be rich. The 
European steamers are constantly conveying large 
amounts to Morocco in return for produce, while 
the exportation of specie is very trifling. 

Much of this money must be hidden away. If 
a man gets the reputation of being wealthy his 
position is perilous. He is sure to be soon 
arraigned before the governor of his province, 
who, on one pretext or another, demands the 
money. If it is refused, the unhappy owner is 
imprisoned or bastinadoed, to make him disgorge. 
Yet, such is his avarice that not unfrequently he 
yields his life rather than disclose the amount, or 
hiding-place of his gold. It must thus often hap- 
pen that hoarded wealth is lost, and hidden treasure 
is not uncommonly found ; but the law of treasure 
trove in Morocco is inflexible. Woe to the wretch 
whose ill stars have placed temptation in his way, 
in case the matter reaches his governor’s ear. 
Not only is the finder of money compelled to give 
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it all up, but, in proportion to his means, he is 
heavily fined, as a punishment for concealment. 

The following story, a propos of the pains taken 
to conceal money, incredible as it may seem, is 
strictly true. To the axiom known and often acted 
upon among ourselves, “ Get money if you can 
honestly, but get it at all events,” the Moor adds 
another ; “ Hide money by fair means, or by foul.” 
Some years ago a certain governor, who lived 
near Saffi, employed two masons to build a strong 
room or vault on his premises. So long as the 
work was in progress the men were * ^ated as 
prisoners, and not allowed to commur^.ite with 
any one, for even the materials used were only con- 
veyed to an outside door, whence tbey obtained 
them. The object of all this was to prevent the 
exact situation of the vault from becoming known. 
In this, when finished, a large amount of treasure 
was placed, and the opening to the vault was then 
built up. The men were then paid for their work 
and dismissed. But they had only proceeded a short 
distance before they were waylaid and killed by 
three slaves sent after them by the governor. The 
secret of the vault was by this atrocious means 
confined to his own breast. 

It sometimes happens that when a governor 
gets into irretrievable disgrace with the sultan, 
his house is utterly razed for the purpose of 
discovering hidden treasure. 



CHAPTER XYII. 


NATURAL HISTORY AND SPORT. 

The wild boar, El Helloof, is found in all parts 
of the empire of Morocco; but abounds more 
particularly in the southern provinces. Wild boars 
are numerous in the neighbourhood of Mogador, 
as also in the argan forests near the Haha moun- 
tains. Here these animals find abundant food in 
various roots and berries; and the argan-tree 
supplies them with its nutritious fruit, on which, 
when ripe, they fatten. 

The supposed affinity between devils and swine 
is not unknown to Christians; but, with the 
Moslems, this belief has a practical application. 
In nearly all the stables of governors and wealthy 
Moors a young wild boar is kept, in order that 
gins and evil spirits may be diverted from the 
horses and enter into the pig. So artful and 
mischievous is the young boar, that it is no wonder 
he bears this bad reputation. If he has not made 
good his escape to his native wilds by the time 
he is six months old, he has become so fierce as 
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to generally make it necessary to despatch him 
and supply his place. A tame pig, as affording 
more permanent quarters for the evil spirits, is 
occasionally substituted. 

The traveller sometimes sees in the retinue 
of a governor a slave carrying a small deer- 
skin. This the great man kneels upon when he 
says his prayers, which he must do, no matter 
where he is, at stated times in the day. The skin 
is that of a small antelope — El Rorreh — about; the 
same size and the same shape as the gazelle. 
But the colour of the back is reddish, while that 
of the belly is a very delicate white, and the 
Arabs say that the animal through fear of soiling 
this part never lies down. On this account the 
creature is regarded as an emblem of purity, and 
its skin is much prized for use as a praying-rug. 
The bezoar-stone, already described, and so highly 
prized, is obtained from this animal. The horreli 
is an inhabitant of the Sahara. 

The aoudad, or wild sheep, inhabits the most 
inaccessible part of the southern Atlas. It has 
strong horns about a foot long, curved back- 
wards, and a long, tufted growth of hair attached 
to the under part of the head and the front of the 
chest, which gives it a noble appearance. It is 
seldom caught alive, but a fine specimen was in 
the possession of Mr. Yule at Mogador, and 
others have been brought to Europe. 

Every one has heard of the monkeys on the 
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Rock of Gibraltar, the only spot in Europe they 
at present inhabit . 1 Some years ago they were 
in danger of extermination ; but they are now so 
rigidly preserved, that it is the duty of a look-out 
man to note in a book the number of apes seen 
daily. It is curious that the opposite mountain 
at Ceuta, on the African coast , 2 is frequented by 
the same tailless species. This latter mountain is 
called “ Apes’ Hill and it was formerly believed, 
on account of the varying number of the animals 
observed within short periods at Gibraltar, that 
a passage known only to the monkeys existed 
beneath the sea, between the two places. 

These tailless monkeys are also found near 
Tetuan, in the neighbouring mountains of the 
North Atlas chain. But strangely enough they 
are not met with in the southern provinces, where 
abound various fruits and berries that might 
supply them with food. "We had not the good 
fortune to see, during our travels in Morocco, a 
monkey in the wild state. 

We heard nothing about lions in Morocco, except 
that they exist in the Atlas range, and are neither 
numerous nor dangerous. The spotted leopard, 

1 Caesar, in his History, mentions their appearance on this 
rock. Mr. King, in his “ History of Antique Gems,” refers to 
the passage. 

* Mr. Boyd Dawkins, in his learned work, “ Cave-Hunting,” 
shows that in the pre-glacial ages Europe and Africa were 
formerly united at this point by an isthmus. The former 
continent then stretched far west into the Atlantic. 
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which attains a large size, is a more ferocious 
beast. He is met with in the southern provinces, 
and is not unfrequently taken in pitfalls, and then 
despatched by shooting. The Lynx, Felis Caracal, 
is found in wooded districts, and is sometimes 
brought alive to Mogador. 

The striped hyena, Dubbah, is common in the 
mountains. He is not dangerous to man, but 
commits great ravages among sheep and goats. 
The vacant stare of the hyena has gained him 
the reputation of being the most stupid of animals. 
If an Arab wishes to express that any one is 
extremely dull of comprehension, it is common 
to say, “He has eaten the brains of a hyena.” 
In connexion with the following superstition, the 
Arabs entertain a grudge against the hyena, and, 
considering him to be a dangerous pest, destroy him, 
wherever possible. It is believed, that if a woman 
should meet a hyena she instantly becomes quite 
stupid. What is more, should a woman find a 
dead hyena, and obtaining a portion of its brains, 
administer the same to her husband, he becomes 
stupid, and her ascendancy over him is complete. 
In order to prevent these and other calamities, 
whenever a hyena is slain, his head is always cut 
off and burned. 

When leaving Mogador for England we had 
for fellow-passengers two fine hyenas. They were 
confined on deck, as it was supposed, quite securely. 
But after we had been a short time at sea the 
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brutes contrived to escape unobserved during tbe 
nigbt by gnawing away tbe bars of tbeir wooden 
cage. They must have jumped overboard, as, 
although well searched for, they were never seen 
afterwards. This assumption as to the way they 
disposed of themselves was by no means satis- 
factory to a Mogador gentleman who, with our- 
selves, occupied the cabin. Ho could not divest 
himself of the idea, nor, to say the truth, did his 
companion try to help him, that the savage 
beasts lurked in some corner of the vessel, and 
that in the dark hours an attack, something 
worse than that of nightmare, might be expected. 
So, in spite of heat and want of ventilation, he 
took special care every night to close and bolt 
the door of his private cabin. 

Jackals are numerous in Shedma and Haha. 
Wo often saw them by day, and heard their melan- 
choly wails by night. Deeb is the Moorish name 
for jackal. The red fox, taleb, apparently the 
same as the northern fox, is common. 

For the ornithologist Morocco is a fertile and 
little explored field. In some of the wooded dis- 
tricts birds are very numerous, but where there 
are no trees the traveller may go miles without 
perceiving any signs of feathered life. Almost 
all our own familiar birds, in addition to many 
unknown in northern climates, inhabit Morocco. 
The raven, rook, jackdaw, blackbird, goldfinch, 
linnet, greenfinch, robin, wagtail, skylark, are all 
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common. The crested lark is seen in all parts 
of the country, and is so tame that it barely keeps 
clear of the mules’ feet as travellers pass on. 
Sometimes this pretty little bird merely backs out 
of the way, raising its crest and shaking its 
feathers in a coquettish and amusing manner. 
The tree-lark is also met with. 

Our common sparrow is, we believe, not found 
in Morocco, but in the city of Morocco a beauti- 
ful bird takes its place. This is the iabib, or 
doctor. It is of a brownish colour, about the size 
of a sparrow, but of a more slender and elegant 
form, and its habits and manners are altogether 
more engaging. When “ at home ” we were con- 
stantly visited by two or three of these little birds 
which, descending through the opening in the 
roof, were on the most familiar terms with us. 
They would hop, peer about, and pick up crumbs 
in so gentle a manner that it was pleasant to sec 
them in such a turbulent place. It seemed, in 
fact, that they alone gave us a welcome in the 
city, and we always felt grateful to our little 
friends. The tabib has a local distribution. It 
was not known in any other part of the country 
we visited except Mogador ; and it was introduced 
into that town many years previously by an 
English merchant. 

But what particularly strikes the traveller are 
the number and variety of the hawk tribe. They 
are of every intermediate size between the majestic 



NATURAL HISTORY AND SPORT. 


B07 


eagle and a small hawk about the size of a thrush. 
This little bird is common in the city of Morocco, 
where it wheels gracefully in the air above the 
houses, on which also it frequently perches. 
Falcons, prized in hawking, are procured in the 
country ; and, as previously said, the island at 
Mogador is famed for them. In the argan forest, 
on the road to the city of Morocco, as also men- 
tioned before, a beautiful species, Melieraxpolyzonus, 
stated to be unknown on the coast, was procured. 
Vultures are not uncommon. In some places 
starlings are seen on the wing in countless 
thousands, giving the appearance of a great 
moving cloud ever changing its shape and dimen- 
sions. The starlings which we were able to 
examine were the black variety, Sturnus unicolor. 

As in other Mohammedan countries, the stork 
lives unmolested in the midst of towns. There he 
mars the proportions of the minarets by over- 
shadowing them with his ungainly nest. The 
turtle-dove is very common about villages and 
wherever there is cultivation. In certain places 
the blue rock pigeon is extremely abundant. 

In the winter, when the rains have filled the 
rivers and covered the marshes, a great variety 
of water-fowl and other birds resort to them. 
Flamingoes, herons, curlews, snipes, green plovers, 
redshanks, many other waders, and ducks of vari- 
ous species are then more or less plentiful. 

Tho bustard is found in some localities, and the 



308 


MOROCCO AJsO THJS MOORS. 


lesser bustard is widely diffused. The Barbary 
partridge is found almost everywhere, and the 
desert partridge of several varieties is common in 
the south. 

The ostrich is only met with in the south, about 
Wadnoon and the borders of the Sahara. Birds 
of the largest size and finest plumage are found in 
this district. The ostrich is hunted by Arabs 
mounted on the desert horses already described. 
The party advance cautiously against the wind, 
and with long intervals between each horseman, 
until marks of the birds’ feet are discovered. 
These are followed up until the birds themselves 
are discovered by the hunters. A dash at full speed 
is then made after the game until the ostriches 
turn and face their pursuers. They do this 
because their pace, which is accomplished by a 
combination of flying and running, is interfered 
with by the action of the wind upon their wings. 
The gauntlet has then to be run among the armed 
sportsmen, who either shoot or maim the birds 
by throwing at their legs a short thick stick 
formed of hard-grained and heavy wood. In the 
use of this implement the Arabs are extremely 
dexterous. When secured, the throats of the 
birds are cut and the feathers plucked off. These 
and the flesh, which although coarse is eaten, are 
then divided among the hunters. 

The chameleon is often met with, especially in 
gardens, leisurely stalking along the ground, or 



NATURAL HISTORY AND SPORT. 


309 


clinging to tlie grape-vine, its favourite haunt. 
Although, when disturbed, its pace is quickened, 
it is easily captured. The change of hue, for the 
obvious purpose of escaping detection, which the 
skin of the chameleon undergoes according to the 
colour of surrounding objects, as well as the rolling 
of its eyes in opposite directions, excite the 
stranger’s wonder. Although perfectly innocuous, 
the Arabs declare that the chameleon is a snake- 
destroyer, and that it kills by dropping a portion 
of its glutinous saliva on the head of the sleeping 
reptile. But the Arabs are famous for libelling 
the beasts of the field as well as their fellow-men. 
The dried body of the chameleon forms part of the 
native materia medico , and in this state it is sold 
in the bazaars. 

Lizards of many varieties and sizes, some of 
them presenting beautiful colours, are seen bask- 
ing in the sun, particularly m places where there 
are rocks and large stones beneath which they 
can shelter. Their quick and nimble motions give 
them a grace which is all their own. 

Morocco possesses many varieties of snakes, and 
two species are extremely venomous. The hooded 
viper, called by the Arabs bitskah, is a frightful 
reptile. It is from six to eight feet long, of 
moderate thickness, and of a black colour. When 
about to attack, it raises its neck straight up a 
foot or more out of the coils which it forms with 
its body, while at the same time its head expands 
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to several times its ordinary size. In thiB posi- 
tion, its hideous form, coupled with the idea 
of the deadly nature of its bite, gives it a truly 
demoniacal aspect. By means of the muscles of its 
body it then springs a distance of several feet and 
bites with fatal precision. This is the species upon 
which the isoiva, and serpent-charmers, chiefly 
practise. We have seen them pulling the reptiles 
about, and apparently acting in the most reckless 
manner. It is supposed by many persons that 
their poison-fangs have been extracted, so that 
there is no risk whatever in handling them. But 
this is certainly not always the case. At Saffi, 
a while before our visit, a snake-charmer, during 
his performance, was bitten in the forehead by a 
hooded snake and expired in a quarter of an hour. 
Fortunately the buskah is not common ; being, as 
it seems, confined to the country southward of 
Mogador. 

El Effah, translated, the violent-temjjered, is the 
name given to another snake, sometimes exhibited 
by the snake-charmers. It is not more than two 
feet long, but is very thick in proportion. The 
colour of its skin is yellow, with brown and black 
marks. El effah is brought from Sus, where 
it lives in holes in the earth. Its bite is extremely 
venomous. A species of viper about a foot long, 
thin in the body, and black, is not uncommon ; but 
its bite, although dangerous, cannot be compared 
with that of either of the snakes just described. 
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In the city of Morocco and some other places 
a snake about four feet in length, handsomely 
marked in yellow and black, frequents houses, and 
is never molested. These snakes may be seen 
crawling about the ceilings, and emerging from 
holes in the floors. They do the duty of a cat in 
killing rats and mice. But, in addition to this 
claim to recognition for services, it is considered 
highly injudicious to incur their displeasure, for 
these domestic snakes are believed to bring good 
luck to the house, as also to harbour resentment to 
those who injure them, or for whom they entertain 
a dislike. 

Frogs abound in almost every tank and pool, 
and some are of very large size. When evening 
sets in they may be heard at a considerable dis- 
tance, and the cry of one variety closely resembles 
that of the partridge. 

Of late years, in London, small tortoises have 
been common on the barrows of costermongers. 
These creatures are sold for about sixpence each 
as pets for children. Yet few people know the 
native country of the reptiles, or the cruel treat- 
ment they undergo on the voyage to England. 
Among the minor exports from Morocco is that of 
tortoises. They abound about Mogador and Saffi, 
where they are met with, when the sun is out, 
dragging their unwieldy bodies along, and when 
interfered with defying danger by retiring within 
their impregnable armour. These tortoises are 
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collected by the country people, and bought up 
by the Jews, who pack them closely in barrels for 
exportation. Cold-blooded and abstinent as they 
are, they must suffer much during the long voyage 
from deprivation of food and power of locomotion. 

Foremost among insect pests is the domestic fly, 
our own familiar friend, which with us is a well- 
mannered, unassuming creature compared with 
the same insect in Morocco. In the city of Morocco 
flies are bred by millions in the vegetable offal 
which everywhere abounds. The things on which 
they alight present a black appearance, by reason 
of their numbers. It is uncomfortable to know 
that at one moment they are diving into all sorts 
of nastiness and at the next alighting on your 
face. There cannot be a doubt that some diseases 
are propagated by direct contagion conveyed by 
the feet and probosces of flies. Notably this must 
be the case with regard to ophthalmia. We have 
often seen swollen and exuding eyelids thickly 
surrounded by flies which the sufferers allowed to 
have their own way rather than be at the trouble 
of a worrying contest with them. These insects 
would certainly convey the disease by passing from 
unhealthy to healthy eyes. 

Mosquitoes are in some places very troublesome, 
and a mosquito curtain is an indispensable article 
in the bedroom. In the neighbourhood of certain 
lakes these pests, and a species of sandfly, make 
the adjoining country uninhabitable. 
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Pleas thrive so greatly that if a room be shut up 
for some time they literally swarm. An inge- 
nious mode of disposing of them is then adopted. 
A sheep is confined in the room, and the blood- 
suckers are thus induced to collect upon the fleecy 
victim, which is presently driven out with its cargo 
of live-stock. Many of the houses are infested 
with the filthy insects, which are associated in 
our ideas with dirt and neglect. Still worse, 
the majority of the people harbour on their 
persons more noisome pests. 

Locusts are every year more or less present, but 
Morocco is subject, at long but uncertain intervals, 
to the sudden appearance of immense hosts of 
them, which cover the face of the country, destroy- 
ing in their progress every vestige of vegetation. 
These hosts come invariably from the south, where 
in the vast wastes of the Sahara they are bred. 
But when they have once migrated they are apt 
to remain in force and to multiply for some years. 
They travel in such well-defined masses that, 
while the face of one portion of the country has 
been suddenly changed by them from that of 
spring to autumn, an adjoining portion, perhaps 
only separated by a stream, will remain entirely 
unattacked. The Arabs attribute this to disci- 
pline, and declare that the movements of the 
insects are regulated by an individual locust which 
they term the sultan. 

Sometimes the farmers make feeble attempts to 
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protect their crops by lighting fires around their 
fields. But there is some compensation in the 
circ um stance that if the locusts devour the food of 
man they are also themselves a source of food. 
They are collected in sacks by night, and first 
boiled in salt and water, are then fried. Only the 
soft part of the body is eaten, much as we eat 
prawns, which they resemble in taste. They are 
considered to be wholesome food, and in perfection 
as soon as the insects can fly. 

Nevertheless, the total loss of crops is too often 
followed by calamitous famines. Moreover, these 
hosts of locusts rising high in the air arc carried 
by the winds out to sea, in which they perish. 
Their decomposing bodies, in countless millions, 
are afterwards cast up on the shores, and there 
give out an intolerable stench. 

The sea around the coast of Morocco contains 
the majority of our northern fishes, together with 
many not known in our latitudes. Mackerel and 
herrings arrive at certain seasons, and are caught 
in great numbers. Turbot, soles, mullet grey 
and rod, dog-fish, and conger-eels abound. The 
tunny fishery on the coast employs many vessels, 
which belong chiefly to Spain and the Canary 
Islands. The Spanish and Portuguese fishing 
vessels go in considerable numbers as far south 
as Rabat in search of fish ; of these, three are 
steamers employed in carrying the fish. Sardines 
arc also caught in large quantities. The shores 
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about Mogador are particularly rich in fish, pro- 
bably because the northerly current which flows 
along the coast finds its limit here, and is diverted 
thence towards the Canary Islands. This part is 
visited every few years by shoals of a fish measuring 
from five to s’x feet in length, of excellent flavour, 
and called bv the Moors tasergelt. It is fished 
for with a long rod and wire instead of line, and 
is so voracious that a piece of rag is a sufficient 
bait. Lobsters, cray-fish, shrimps, oysters, and 
mussels are abundant in many places. But the 
fish which claims special attention is the shebbel, 
a species of shad. On account of its flavour this 
is regarded as the salmon of Barbary ; indeed, by 
some Europeans, it is preferred to the salmon. It 
leaves the sea in spring, and ascending all the 
rivers of any magnitude, is then abundant. In 
some places, as at Azamoor, in the description of 
which place this fish was referred to, at Larache, 
and at Aghadir in the south, the shebbel forms a 
staple article of trade. Salted and dried it is 
carried far into the interior. 

In the bay of Tangier, where there is a shelving, 
sandy bottom, a curious mode of fishing for soles 
is practised. The fisherman wades through the 
water till it reaches his waist or beyond, and as he 
proceeds he carefully examines the bottom. But 
as the least ripple on the surface greatly interferes 
with his vision, he pours upon the water, when 
necessary, a very small quantity of oil from a 
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bottle be carries. Tbis makes tbe surface for 
some distance round perfectly smooth, and enables 
him to see tbe fish, which he then strikes with a 
single barbed spear, and rarely misses his aim. 

The cachelot, or sperm whale, is not unfrequently 
cast up on the southern coasts, and considerable 
quantities of ambergris are in this way obtained. 
The Moors maintain that it was on the coast of 
Sus that the prophet Jonah was cast out of the 
belly of the whale. A temple has been erected in 
his honour, and it is appropriately fashioned out 
of the ribs and other bones of whales obtained on 
the shore. 

Partridge-shooting in Morocco is a very different 
thing from the easy-going affair it is in England. 
It begins about the same time in both countries, 
but the fierce glare of a September sun in Africa 
is not like his mild rays on the cultivated fields of 
Kent or Surrey. For this reason it is necessary 
to be afield before daylight, so as to be on tbe 
shooting-ground when the dawn appears. At 
Tangier we made many excursions in company with 
Mr. Martin, who is a keen sportsman. The first 
thing necessary to be arranged on the previous 
night was to have the town gate opened before the 
usual time. This was accomplished by the pay- 
ment of half a dollar to the guard ; and as it was 
then necessary for a stranger to go beyond the 
twelve-mile radius before looking for game, we were 
obliged to be on our horses as early as three or four 
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a.m. This restriction, as may be well supposed, 
was not directed against the native population, but 
was intended as a preventive against the undue 
destruction of game by the numerous visitors to 
Tangier. It was greatly objected to by the officers 
of the garrison of Gibraltar, and has recently been 
altogether removed. 

Our way lay generally for some miles on the 
smooth sands along the shores of the bay, and the 
ride in the cool, calm night compensated for such 
early rising.- The phosphorescent light from the 
rippling waves was always beautiful, but on one 
occasion the appearance presented was singularly 
striking. There was more sea than usual, and as 
each wave came grandly tumbling in upon the 
shore a nearly perpendicular wall of light was 
formed, illuminating the beach so that each pebble 
and shell was distinctly seen. This was the more 
remarkable because the water beyond the well- 
defined crest of the wave was quite dark. It was 
only when stimulated by the breaking of the wave 
that the light-producing creatures shed their 
lustre. 

One morning early we came upon a lonely 
fisherman, seated in the dark, upon a rock. He 
had caught some large fish of the bream kind, 
which, afterwards made a welcome addition to our 
breakfast. 

The shooting-ground was, for the most part, a 
succession of dry, stony hills, studded over with 
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palmettoes. There were occasional patches of 
durrha, or millet, and here and there a few trees. 
As soon as light permitted we commenced ope- 
rations, which were continued until nine or ten 
o’clock. Then the shade of some spreading tree 
was sought. The servants lighted a fire ; and, as 
everything necessary was conveyed on our baggage 
mule, we breakfasted with a zest that such early 
rising and exercise can only impart. After- 
wards we continued our efforts until about noon, 
when we again sought shade, and generally slept 
stretched on the ground for a couple of hours. 
This siesta Avas not only necessary on account of 
the heat, but it would have been useless to 
continue shooting, because the birds at this time 
of day also avoid the heat by stoAving themselves 
away in the closest coA'erts. We seldom left our 
ground until it Avas too dark to shoot. 

We shall never forget a ludicrous but unfortunate 
incident that occurred in one of our excursions. 
We always took Avith us two attendants, and 
on the occasion in question Mogunnum, a black 
man, rode the mule with the pack-saddle that 
contained all our good things in the way of 
eating and drinking, as well as a new breech- 
loading gun belonging to Mr. Martin. We came 
to an almost perpendicular ridge of ground over- 
groAvn Avith stout shrubs, which any one else even 
on foot would have avoided by going around in 
search of an easier passage ; but Mogunnum was 
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not to be deterred by trifles. He was a little in 
advance, and faced tlie mule fairly at the obstacle. 
Up went the docile animal, and on wont Mo- 
gunnum and his load, in spite of his master’s 
unsparing and well-deserved maledictions. But 
Mogunnum soon paid dearly for his rashness. 
The surer y, or panniers, caught by the shrubs, 
caused the mule, which pushed gallantly on as 
long as it could go, to topple straight backwards, 
crushing poor Mogunnum badly, injuring his 
head, smashing the new gun, and dissipating 
pleasurable anticipations of certain reviving 
draughts after a hot walk. For the time this 
incident spoiled all harmony ; but it had its comic 
side; and to this hour the sight of the poor 
heedless fellow making his equestrian sommersault 
rises before us. 

The Barbary partridge appears to be a larger 
bird than the European red-legged, or French 
partridge, from which it also differs in plumage. 
Three brace — all, w T ith one exception, young birds 
— weighed six pounds. The Barbary partridge is, 
however, an indifferent bird for the table; it is 
dry, wants flavour, and requires skilful cooking to 
make it good eating. Its habits are in some 
respects very different from other varieties of the 
partridge. It frequents thick trees, such as the 
olive, for the sake of shade; and it is always 
necessary to throw stones into their foliage when 
beating for it during the heat of the day. In 
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general, only one bird is found in the same tree. 
Coveys vary in size from four or five to fifteen or 
twenty birds. Tbe best place to find birds, in tbe 
morning and evening, was tbe durrba or millet- 
fields, the soft grains of this plant affording them 
tempting food. We constantly found a covey 
wherever there was a stream, and the sheltered 
sides of the hills were always preferred by the 
birds. We had a steady pointer, but dogs are of 
little use before the rains begin; the scent will 
not lie, and the want of water in some districts is 
a fatal drawback; we were, in fact, obliged to 
carry water for the dog as well as for ourselves. 
On this account spaniels are useless in Barbaiy, 
except in the rainy season. Our plan was to hire 
three or four villagers to walk in a line with us as 
beaters. These fellows beat the palmetto tufts, 
and threw stones into the trees as we advanced. 
It was astounding Avith what pertinacity single 
birds would cling to a tuft of covert under our 
feet; but, on the other hand, the coveys, except 
in the millet-fields, were apt to get up out of shot. 
Everywhere the provoking tendency of the red- 
legged partridge to run, instead of rising on the 
wing, gave much trouble, and was an additional 
reason why dogs were of little use. A few quails 
were met with, and the lesser bustard was some- 
times seen, but we never succeeded in getting 
near them. The bustard is not unfrequent on 
the southern plains. But this fine bird is very 
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difficult of approach, and requires to be regularly- 
stalked for one to obtain a shot. 

Eabbits are fairly numerous in the neighbour- 
hood of Tangier ; and it is a curious fact that they 
disappear so entirely in the south that the Arabs 
there do not know what they are. It is said that 
the river at Rabat is the line of demarcation, 
beyond which not a single rabbit can be found. 
There are no snipes till November; numbers of 
them then arrive, and shooting them begins. 

It must not bo supposed that such a laborious 
day as I have described was ever attended by the 
same results as a good day’s partridge-shooting 
in England. Prom eight to ten brace would be 
regarded in Morocco as good sport for a couple of 
guns. The -birds, although numerous, do not lie 
as at home ; and they are apt to get up in places 
where shots cannot be obtained. If in trees, 
they will rush out at the wrong side for a shot ; 
and in the millet-fields the height of the plant is 
a great obstacle to obtaining a good view of 
them. 

The royal sport of falconry is much practised 
by the Moors, and they are very expert in training 
hawks. The late sultan did not care much for 
hawking, but his father was devoted to the sport. 
Good hawks are greatly prized, and the island at 
Mogador, as already said, is famous for them. 
They are taught to fly at partridges, bustards, 
wild ducks, wild geese, and hares. 



322 


MOROCCO AND TER MOORS. 


The Arabs are fond of coursing, and some of 
their greyhounds are fine animals. They resemble 
the rough Scotch greyhound, but seem smaller 
and more strongly built. In our sense of the 
word the Arab is not a sportsman ; he is, in fact, 
a pot-hunter. If a hare, even when chased by 
dogs, comes near him he will, if possible, knock 
it over with the short stick he always carries, and 
which he throws with great dexterity. The 
number of dogs sent after a hare is not limited; 
sometimes as many as ten may bo noticed. The 
hares are very fast and cunning, and if the ground 
is not open they are seldom caught. Arabs 
mounted on mares without saddles or bits, the 
place of the latter being supplied by pieces of 
cord in the mouth, commonly attend the dogs. 
They keep a look-out, and try to turn the hares 
into the open country. Horses are seldom ridden 
on these occasions, because they are far less 
manageable than mares. These swift and docile 
animals will often run down a hare, and it is 
alleged that they hunt by sight like the greyhound. 
Hence, perhaps, the absence of the bit, the mode of 
riding calls to mind that of the reinless Numidians. 

We frequently saw on the plain of Morocco 
small herds of gazelles gracefully bounding along. 
This beautifiil animal is a great favourite with the 
Moors. They keep it in confinement as a pet, 
and sing its praises in their songs. It is hunted 
with greyhounds, accompanied by men on swift 
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horses. The gazelle is also hawked in a peculiar 
manner; the bird swoops over the head of the 
animal, whose speed is thus slackened, so that the 
greyhounds overtake it. The flesh of the gazelle 
is held in great esteem. 

The jackal is also hunted with greyhounds. 
Such a hunt is the occasion of a great gathering 
of Moors, mounted and on foot. It is usual to 
commence proceedings with prayer, ending with 
the pious adjuration, “ May God curse the devil ! ” 
The dogs are ranged in the open, while a number 
of beaters advance towards them through a covert 
supposed to contain the game. As they advance 
the beaters keep up a frantic noise by shouting, 
screaming, and firing guns. When the jackal is 
started the dogs arc unloosened. In speed the 
jackal is no match for the dog, and in the open 
country is soon run down. But this is a small 
part of the performance, for the jackal has still to 
be caught, and only some greyhounds will under- 
take to catch him. It is a fine sight to witness 
the precaution of the dog in seizing his savage 
prey. If he gets a chance the jackal is sure to 
make his long fangs sorely felt. The dog, there- 
fore, watches the opportunity until he can seize 
the jackal by the neck, close to the ears. Having 
effected this, the brute is pinned to the ground 
and soon despatched. The Barbary jackal is a 
large and fierce variety. 

The porcupine is common in the rocky hills of 
Y 2 
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the south. It is hunted by moonlight with dogs - 
trained for the purpose, or is caught in nets. The 
flesh is considered good eating by the Moors, hut 
is rather luscious for the European palate. Live 
porcupines are often brought to Mogador, and the 
quills of the animal form a small article of export. 

Boar-hunting, however, may be regarded as the 
national sport. Hunts on a very extensive scale 
are periodically organized by the governors. A 
long line of mounted men take up their places on 
one side of the thicket, known to contain boars, 
while a crowd of beaters drive the game towards 
the horsemen. The uproar and imprecations 
showered on the unclean animals baffle description ; 
and when a boar is started the excitement reaches 
the highest pitch. The boar is hunted by strong 
dogs of the greyhound kind, which boldly attack 
the savage animal ; and a dog having once made 
its hold good will not quit it. But it is no un- 
common thing for a dog to be ripped up by the 
boar’s tusks. When a shot can be obtained it is 
taken advantage of. If the boar is only wounded 
without being disabled, he will inevitably charge 
his assailant, who, if on foot, then stands in great 
danger unless the ferocious brute has his attention 
diverted by the dogs, or is brought down by 
another shot. 

Sir John Drummond Hay, who is a thorough 
sportsman, follows boar-hunting in the neighbour- 
hood of Tangier after the Indian fashion. The 
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boars are pursued and speared from horseback. 
So great a lover of the sport is Sir J. D. Hay, 
that some years ago he caused young Spanish 
boars to be liberated in his preserves, for the 
purpose of improving the Morocco breed. 

Although the Moors regard the boar as an 
unclean animal, many of them make no scruple of 
eating the flesh. 




APPENDIX, 


A. 

HEADINGS OF THE THERMOMETER (FAHRENHEIT’S) AT 
TANGIER DURING THE YEAR 1872. 

The instrument was exposed , in the shade, to the open air, in the "patio ” 
of Mrs. Carleton’s hoarding -house. 



Jin. 

Feb 

March. 

Apnl 

May June. 

July. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1 .... 

55°. 

. 5S° 

62°.. 

62’.. 

65°.. 70°.. 

73°.. 

71° 

o 

. 71° 

.. 66°.. 

64" 

2 .... 

58 . 

. — 

;; 6i .. 

63 .. 

65 .. 71 .. 

76 .. 

75 

— , 

. 70 

.. 64 .. 

54 

8 .... 

60 . 

. — 

.. 62 .. 

63 .. 

66 .. 70 .. 

80 .. 

76 

— . 

. 70 

.. 63 .. 

54 

4 .... 

58 . 

. 58 

.. 63 .. 

62 .. 

68 .. 75 .. 

80 .. 

73 

— . 

. 65 

.. 64 ., 

— 

5 .... 

60 . 

. 61 

.. 63 .. 

61 .. 

62 .. 72 .. 

81 .. 

71 

— , 

. 61 

.. 66 .. 

52 

6 .... 

59 . 

, — 

.. 60 .. 

62 .. 

61 .. 71 .. 

78 .. 

75 

74 . 

. 58 

.. 64 .. 

67 

7 .... 

55 . 

. — 

.. 57 .. 

62 . 

62 .. 71 .. 

79 .. 

76 

71 . 

. — 

.. 61 .. 

50 

8 .... 

56 . 

. — 

.. 51 .. 

62 .. 

64 .. 70 .. 

77 .. 

78 

75 . 

, — 

.. 66 .. 

— 

9 .... 

60 . 

. 60 

.. 56 .. 

61 .. 

66 ,. 68 .. 

75 .. 

74 

76 . 

. 64 

.. 65 .. 

59 

10 .... 

60 . 

. 60 

.. 58 .. 

67 .. 

65 .. 66 .. 

71 .. 

75 

76 . 

. 68 

.. — .. 

— 

11 .... 

59 . 

. 61 

.. 60 .. 

66 .. 

65 .. 66 .. 

79 .. 

74 

79 . 

. 60 

.. 62 .. 

55 

12 .... 

58 . 

. 60 

.. 53 .. 

66 .. 

65 .. 70 .. 

74 .. 

78 

77 . 

. 60 

,. 61 .. 

— 

13 .... 

60 . 

. 60 

.. 60 .. 

61 .. 

65 .. 72 .. 

77 .. 

78 

— , 

, — 

• ■ 56 .. 

— 

14 .... 

61 . 

62 

.. 60 .. 

65 .. 

65 .. 73 .. 

76 .. 

81 

— . 

. — 

.. 56 .. 

— 

Id .... 

56 . 

. 60 

.. 60 .. 

65 .. 

65 ,. 71 .. 

80 .. 

80 

78 . 

, — 

.. 54 .. 

60 

16 .... 

54 . 

. 56 

.. 59 .. 

61 .. 

70 ,. 71 .. 

74 . 

73 

77 . 

. — 

.. 59 .. 

— 

17 .... 

57 . 

. 53 

.. 62 .. 

68 .. 

71 .. 73 .. 

76 .. 

73 

79 . 

. — 

.. 61 .. 

52 

18 .... 

58 . 

. 56 

.. 64 .. 

66 .. 

67 .. 76 .. 

74 .. 

74 

— , 

. 59 

.. 60 .. 

64 

19 .... 

58 . 

. 60 

.. 61 .. 

62 .. 

65 .. 72 .. 

75 .. 

76 

72 . 

. 62 

.. 59 .. 

55 

20 .... 

56 . 

. 61 

.. 61 .. 

58 .. 

68 .. 76 .. 

78 .. 

75 

72 . 

, 66 

.. 61 .. 

52 

21 .... 

56 . 

. 61 

. , 65 . . 

60 .. 

65 .. 77 .. 

68 .. 

78 

77 . 

, 64 

.. — .. 

54 

22 .... 

57 . 

. 58 

.. 61 .. 

62 .. 

66 .. 80 .. 

75 .. 

— 

75 . 

, 63 

.. — .. 

— 

23 .... 

59 

. 60 

.. 59 .. 

62 .. 

65 .. 83 .. 

77 .. 

— 

— . 

60 

.. 69 .. 

60 

24 .... 

60 . 

. 59 

.. 56 .. 

60 .. 

62 .. 71 .. 

78 .. 

— 

68 . 

. 61 

.. — .. 

55 

25 .... 

— . 

. 62 

.. 59 .. 

61 .. 

62 ,. 71 .. 

79 .. 

— 

70 . 

. 63 

.. — .. 

60 

26 .... 

56 . 

. 61 

.. 60 .. 

65 . 

66 .. 77 .. 

75 .. 

— 

67 . 

, 63 

.. 59 .. 

— 

27 .... 

57 . 

. 61 

.. 62 .. 

61 .. 

64 .. 76 .. 

71 .. 

— 

74 . 

, 66 

.. 58 .. 

53 

28 .... 

60 . 

. 61 

.. 63 .. 

62 .. 

65 .. 80 .. 

76 .. 

— 

73 . 

. 

.. — .. 

67 

29 .... 

57 . 

. 63 

.. 66 .. 

64 .. 

68 .. 76 .. 

72 .. 

— 

70 . 

62 

.. 68 .. 

52 

80 .... 

— . 

. — 

.. 60 .. 

61 .. 

72 .. 75 .. 

71 .. 

— 

70 . 

64 

.. 60 .. 

61 

81 .... 

60 . 

. — 

.. 60 .. 

,, 

— .. — .. 

75 .. 

75 

— . 

65 

. — .. 

— 

Highest 

61 . 

. 64 

.. 66 .. 

63 .. 

72 .. 83 .. 

81 .. 

81 

79'. 

, 71 

.. 66 .. 

60 

lowest 

54 . 

. 56 

.. 54 .. 

58 .. 

62 .. 66 .. 

68 .. 

73 

70 . 

58 

.. 54 .. 

50 

The 

ob c ei valions 

which compose 

this table 

were 

carefully 


made by 

the late 

Mr. 

Flumer. 

Although 

there are 

some 
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breaks, and only a single daily observation was noted, the table 
is valuable as being the only one of the kind in existence. It 
indicates a remarkable uniformity of temperature. In Novem- 
ber, December, January, February, and March, the months 
which chiefly concern the invalid in search of a suitable winter 
climate, the readings of the thermometer show a range of be- 
tween 66° F. and 50° F. only, while, as I have already pointed 
out, the variation in the temperature between day and night is 
very small. 

A gentleman who has resided long at Alexandria informed 
me that he finds the climate of Tangier so inviting that he 
has bought a house on Mount Washington, with the inten- 
tion of living there when he retires from his professional duties 
in Egypt. 

Tangier is hardly known as a healthy resort, yet I met with 
several instances in which residence there was remarkably 
beneficial, and a few brief notes of some of the cases may prove 
useful. 

A gentleman left England suffering from phthisis, accom- 
panied by copious haemorrhage from the lungs. He at first 
tried different localities in the Levant with little benefit, and 
nine years ago came to Tangier, where he at present holds a 
high official position. His London physician, who is foremost 
in the experience of such cases, saw him lately and told me 
that he considered this to be a true case of recovery from 
advanced phthisis. 

Another official, who also suffered from phthisis, informed 
me that he had tried different climates without benefit, but 
that he considered himself quite restored to health by his 
residence at Tangier. 

Mr. B , a young gentleman who had lost two sisters and 

a brother from phthisis was attacked, with all the symptoms 
of the disease, including repeated attacks of haemorrhage from 
the lungs in the winter of 1867-68, which he passed partly in 
Brittany with little advantage from the change. At the 
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beginning of the following winter he left England, intending 
to go to Malaga, but when at Gibraltar on the way crossed 
over to Tangier for a short visit. It so happened that when 
there it was declared that quarantine would be imposed on all 
persons passing from Barbary to Spain. As a result of this 

detention Mr. B remained at Tangier four months. 

“The improvement in my health during this time (he writes) 
was marvellous. The cough and expectoration entirely ceased, 
and I got stronger every day. No one who had not seen me 
when I arrived would have supposed that I had visited the 
place on account of health, as I looked and felt almost perfectly 
well. 1 was so set up that I was able to remain in England 
throughout the following winter ; but in the succeeding 
autumn all the bad symptoms returned. A second winter at 
Tangier was accompanied by the same beneficial results, and I 
have passed the tluee last winters therewith the same un- 
shaken confidence in the place.” 


B. 


SUMMARY OF M. BEAUMIER'S METEOROLOGICAL 
OBSERVATIONS. 

All the rainfall of the year occurred on twenty-eight days, 
fourteen of these were between January 6th and May 5th 
inclusive, and an equal number between October 24th and 
December 31st inclusive. The days free from rain, therefore, 
in the two periods named, in other words, the fine days of 
winter and Bpring, numbered 166 against 28 days on which 
rain, sometimes only as showers, fell. As a rule the sky was 
clear, and the climate very enjoyable. 

There are a few places in the world for which exemption 
from phthisis is claimed with more or less truth, and Mogador 



SUMMARY OP METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS MADE BY U. BEAUMIER, 



Max. : 27° June 13th and 27th , 
Aug 18th, 1‘ith, and JOth 
Mm. 12°. Dec 2Cth and 2Dth. 

Average of the year ... 19*383° 
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762* 10° 

27° 
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. 20 358° 

8 ) 774 

... 745 ... 

782 20° 

30 

.. 12 .. 

. 20 



Note.— The thermometer (Centipade. by LejA) was suspended m the shade in an inner galleiy of 
the Consulate house The barometer (Holostenque, by LejA) was sery taretully corrected. 
When the index stood at 760° variable weather was generally indicated, the umd being D.N L 
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may be added to the number. Dr. Thevenin believes that 
phthisis never originates in the place. However, Dr. Despine, 
who preceded him, during a residence of thirteen months met 
with five cases. One was that of a Jew from London, the 
second was a negro from Timbuctoo, the third was an Arab 
from the mountains, and all three were suffering from the 
disease when they came to Mogador, but he considered that 
the two remaining cases became phthisical in the town 
itself. My own limited experience allows me to say that 
phthisis must be of extremely rave occurrence. Out of the 
large number of cases in which I was consulted, or that passed 
under my inspection, one only, that of a young Jew, presented 
phthisical symptoms, and he had resided abroad. This is 
the more remarkable because in the adjoining country of 
Algiers indigenous phthisis is common, and in some parts of 
Mogador, the factors supposed to be mainly productive of 
phthisis are in full operation, namely, over-crowded and un- 
ventilated dwellings, want of drainage, constant intermarriages, 
and bad food. Has the peculiar saline impregnation of tlie 
atmosphere to do with this happy exemption ? 

I am indebted to an article in the Marseille Medical, 
“ Mogador et son Climat,” for some of the statements on this 
subject. Dr. Seux, the author, is Medecin en Chef des Hopitanx 
do Marseille, Professeur a l’Ecole de Medecin, &c. After 
passing in review the advantages and disadvantages of the 
several climates of Egypt, Algiers, Cannes, Nice, Mentone, 
Pau, Hyeres, Amelie les Bains, Vevnet, Venice, Pisa, Rome, 
Naples, Palermo, Malaga, aud Madeira, Dr. Seux expresses 
his belief that Mogador will prove superior to all. He says, 
speaking of pktkisiB, “ Les climats qui conviennent Ie mieux 
aux personnes en proie h cetto maladie sont ceux ou les ecarts 
de temperature sont les moins frequents et les moins prononces : 
or il ensemble qu’h ce point de vue, Mogador I’emporte sur 
toutes les stations connues.” He says elsewhere : “ Convaincu 
que Mogador offrait un climat qui n’avait peut-etre pas son egal 
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dans le monde, j’ai era devoir ecrire ce qne je savais sur ce 
pays, comme je l’ai fait pour d’autres sujets fehaque fois que 
j’ai entrevu la possibility d’etre utile it mes semblables 5 utile, 
si je puis, telle a toujours dtd ma devise.” 

A paper has just appeared in the Bulletin de la Society de 
Geographie (Paris, Octobre, 1875), “Climat de Mogador, et 
de son Influence suv la Phtliisie,” par le Dr. C. Ollive, in 
■which the superiority of that climate to others is incontestably 
proved. 


C. 

DISTANCES AND ELEVATIONS OP VARIOUS STATIONS 

BETWEEN MOGADOR AND THE CITY OP MOROCCO. 

Tiie only mode of measuring distances in Morocco is by time. 
The pace of a good mule is very uniform, and at the rate of 
about four miles an hour. I made careful observations as to 
time on the journey between Mogador and Morocco city, and 
the results are here giveu in English miles. The time occupied 
by the journey, excluding all stoppages, namely, thirty-two hours 
and twenty minutes, agrees remarkably with that previously 
noted on the same journey by M. Beaumier, namely, thirty-two 
hours and fifteen minutes, although he travelled on horseback. 

I also made a number of observations on the elevation of 
the country by means of an accuiatc aneroid barometer, by 
Carey, carefully adjusted by Commander George, of the Royal 
Geographical Society, to whom I am indebted for other acts of 
kindness in relation to this work. It is to be observed, as 
bearing upon the question of accuracy, that the barometer was 
scarcely affected at all by weather during the journey. 

The distances and heights are shown by the accompanying 
diagram. In estimating distances one-third of a mile is taken 
as the unit, and twenty-five feet in the measurement of heights. 
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* Lieut. Waebineton, 
R.N. made the eleva- 
tion of Morocco 1450 
feet. " Journal of Royal 
Geographical Society," 
yol. i p 141. 
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D. 

THE TRADE OF MOROCCO. 

British traders in Morocco are as a rule dissatisfied with their 
lot. They complain that the policy of our representative is to 
obstruct instead of encouraging trade. They allege that in the 
case of claims and disputes arising between themselves and 
the natives, it is sometimes better to submit to injustice 
than to incur the vexatious delays to which they would be 
subjected in the Consular Courts. On the other hand, it is 
pretty generally admitted that Sir John Drummond Ilay 
is courteous and conciliating to those with whom he comes in 
contact. lie is probably taxed with much that should be 
placed to the account of a stupid and fanatical government, 
while Englishmen probably expect him to treat the Moors 
with a light-liandedness from which he recoils. One hears it 
said that the representatives of other nations, and especially of 
Spain, would in such and such a case have made short work, 
and carried the day instead of losing it. It is alleged with 
much truth that Moorish law left to itself always takes the 
side of the Moor, whether lightly or wrongly. On this 
account it is held that British influence should be more freely 
exerted to insure justice to British subjects. 

Here is a conversation with a British merchant almost 
verbatim. 

Merchant . — “ In this country whenever a dispute arises 
between a Moor and a British Bubject the latter almost always 
goes to the wall. Moreover, the Moorish Government seem to 
repress all action and enterprise on the part of British traders 
with the sanction of their own Government.” 

Author . — “Do you mean to say that if encouraged the 
Moorish Government would be more liberal ? ” 

Merchant . — “ I do not Bay encouraged, but permitted. The 
policy of England in Morocco is to prevent the extension of 
trade. There is a numerous class of persons on the coast, not 
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British subjects, who, nevertheless, claim their privileges. 
Many of these people, Moors or Jews, live a short time at 
Gibraltar, and on this and other pretexts obtain British 
protection. It is the custom of these men, when involved in 
legal difficulties, to apply to tlieir own Governors and Kadies 
if it suits them to do so. If, on the other hand, they think it 
more to their interest, they claim their rights in the Consular 
Courts. Thus, often to the disadvantage of the Biitish traders, 
they enjoy the protection of two Governments. It is not 
unusual to find a father under the protection of one power, and 
the sons under that of different other powers. Too often these 
protected people are men of no character, who make the 
British name odious. The system of protection tends in this 
way to destroy credit, and is in many ways objectionable. If 
the influence of England was brought to bear on the Sultan’s 
Government as it might be, it would soon find it to be its 
interest to encourage tiade.” 

Author. — “ Can you give an instance of the repression of 
trade on the part of England ? ” 

Merchant . — “ Many. Here is one. During the cotton 
famine several merchants obtained cotton seed from the Cotton 
Supply Association, and distiibutcd it among the Moors. Soon 
afterwards all Britibh subjects wore warned by their repre- 
sentative that as they could not hold land, neither could they 
grow cotton in conjunction with natives except at their own 
risk. In other words, the interests of British growers would 
not be protected in any way. This was equivalent to pro- 
hibition, and thus one of the most promising couutiies for the 
growth of this staple article was shut out. 

“ Here is one more instance. An order appeared some time 
back on the walls of certain of the coast towns, forbidding 
British subjects from leaving the precincts of the towns except 
at their own risk. The effect of this was to prevent merchants 
from looking after their creditors as previously. There have 
been several cases of late years in which attacks have been 
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miule on British subjects, and so’ne have been dangerously 
wounded. In no case has any reparation been obtained.” 

Such are the allegations made by the Anglo-Moors. Some 
of their grievances are real enough, and their whole case 
would seem to require investigation. And if investigated it 
would probably be found that there are, as usual, two sideB to 
the story. For example, in the matter of the projected cotton- 
growing, nothing is said about the rate of interest sometimes 
charged to Moors on money advanced for anch enterprises, and 
if reports arc true the leas said on the subject the better. 

Trade between England and Morocco has greatly increased' 
since 1856, when a treaty of peace and convention of commerce 
between the two countries was signed Before that year trade 
was a monopoly in the hands of a few favoured individuals. 
The grain trade was especially affected by re-ti ictions. Grain 
could only be exported by special permission of the sultan to 
any merchant whom he wished to favour. The trade in 
cereals, which was very limited previous to the treaty, has 
become the staple trade of the country. 

The average yearly value of foreign imports in eleveu years, 
from 1845 to 1853 inclusive, was 315,709/., of which 240,910/. 
represented the value of goods imported from Great Britain 
and Gibraltar. The average yearly value of exports in the 
same period was 400,875/., of which produce to the value of 
203,188/. was sent to Great Britain and Gibraltar. The 
average ycaily value of imports in eleven years, from 1861 to 
1871, amounted to 811,805/., of which 656,443/. were from 
Great Britain and Gibraltar ; and the average yearly value of 
exported produce was 767,741/., of which 469,55 21. went to 
England and to Gibraltar. 

These figures show that the trade of Morocco dnring the 
latter eleven years was more than double what it was during 
an equal period before the treaty, and that the English trade 
forms more than two-thirds of the entire trade. 

The treaty wa« not concluded until December, 1856, but its 

Z 
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principles were admitted and acted upon during 1855. The 
increase shown to have taken place during the latter series of 
years would have been much greater except for the failure of 
crops from drought, extending from the year 1867 to 1870 
inclusive, which caused a prohibition to be placed on the 
export of grain during this long period. 

The development of trade led to the establishment of linos 
of steamers between England and Morocco. The Board of 
Trade returns of British exports and imports, however, do not 
indicate the full amount of trade with Morocco, because a 
large portion of the trade is carried on indirectly through 
Gibraltar. 

Wheat and barley are unfortunat- - i ot allowed to be ex- 
ported from Morocco. The late sultan p rmittcd the export 
for a short time, but the year afterwards a famine occurred, 
which was attributed by the priests and court bigots to the 
displeasure of God for allowing the wheat of true believers to 
go to feed the infidel. Only beans and peas, millet, maize, 
and canary-seed are exported. But the duty charged on 
these articles amounts to more than one-third their respective 
values, so that in addition to other taxes the farmer in this way 
sacrifices one-third of his produce to the public treasury. 
Nothing, however, would be more difficult than to persuade 
the sultan that by lowering the duty the revenue would be 
increased by the expansion of trade. The duty on all im- 
ported goods is limited by treaty to 10 per cent, ad valorem 

From what has been already said of the persistent way in 
which the spirit of industry is crushed out of the people it is 
impossible that commerce should flourish in Morocco. It is 
wonderful that trade has increased even in the degree detailed. 
Mr. White, our Consul at Tangier, on whose authority the 
foregoing statements are made, concludes his Report on British 
trade with Morocco, dated November 19th, 1872, with the 
following wise remarks : — 

“ In Morocco the foreign representatives reside at a distance 
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from the capitals of the empire, and but seldom, some indeed 
never, see the sultan or any of his ministers, with the exception 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who resides for the chief 
part of the year at Tangier for the transaction of business with 
foreign powers. As long as the absence of personal inter- 
course between the representatives of foreign powers and the 
sultan and his court continues to exist, it is hopeless to expect 
any useful reforms in the Government, or any considerable 
extension of trade or the introduction of civilization into the 
country. It is even to be feared that the recent withdrawal 
of paid consular officers at the outports will have an unfavour- 
able effect upon commerce, such at least is the opinion of those 
most interested, namely the merchants themselves, who urge, 
not without reason, that consular officers, occupying the inde- 
pendent position which they can only enjoy when paid by their 
Government and lestricted from trade, are far more necessary 
in a country like Morocco, where justice is the exception and 
not the rule, and eveiy kind of abuse exists, than in more 
civilized countries, where the tribunals and the authorities of 
the land can be trusted to do justice to the foreigner, even 
without the intervention of a consul appointed especially to 
assist and protect him." 

The following tables, taken from the Consular Reports for 
various years, ending 1871, show that the trade of the country 
has made but little progress within the periods indicated. 

The different articles of export have been arranged under 
seven heads by Mr. Cruicksliank, of Glasgow. The details 
are too irregular to allow of comparison between the exports 
of each article in the different years. Thus ostrich feathers 
are quoted in cases in two years, and subsequently in cwts.; 
wool is quoted in bales for 1865, and afterwards in cwts.; 
woollen stuffs are given in pieces for three years, and in bales 
for two years. Moreover the values are not stated for each 
year. 
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Comparative view of the number ©f vessels and -tannage t&s*. 
Altered tile Tsrious parte of Marooeo from 1664 to JS71 : — 


Bejpphtg op attj KAixojra. Bpjtish Bbipputo. 
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Tonnage. 

Yebnels. 
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1864 ... 
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1229&0 
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1865... 

.. 915 
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1866 — 
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120,876 

m 
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1867... 

.. 991 

123, 5S6 
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1868... 

.. 781 
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56.924 

1869... 
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of 
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and Gibraltar. 
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1865. - 

.. 882.931 
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1866.. 
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475,456 
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>» 

SI 

....1871 

tl 

50,028 


• • 

Eggs .. 


....1867 

POOD, 

Doz. 

&c. 

613,333 



12,334 

IS • • 


....1868 


474,872 


• • 

11,585 

SI • « 



is 

426,875 



10,235 

IS • • 


....1870 

ss 

425.375 


« a 

10,877 

SI • ■ 


....1871 


766,166 



12,684 

Fowls 


....1867 


9628 



4817 

*1 


....1868 


11.310 



6670 

IS 


....1869 


9222 



4362 

IS 


....1870 


11,106 



7328 

IS 


....1871 


11,446 



5680 

Heat 


....1867 

Cwt. 

6180 



9720 

IS 


....1868 


5670 



8505 

*s 


....1869 


5600 

. . 

. . 

8400 

IS 


....1870 


4645 



6967 

II 


....1871 





10,021 

Oxen 


....1867 

Head 

4103 



22,015 

SI 


....1868 


4397 



21,985 

ft 


....1869 


4318 

, , 

. , 

17,272 

ss 


....1870 


4740 


,, 

18,960 

SS 


....1871 


5262 

, , 


25,810 

Leeches 


....1867 


4*960,000 

, , 


1984 

» 


....1868 


2,510,000 

, . 


1204 

SS 


....1870 

S> 

2«J50,000 

•* 

•• 

900 

Beans . 


....1865 

CEBEALB. 

Cwt. 42,020 




SS • 

.... .. 

....1866 

ss 

50,070 

.. 

• a 

— 
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Beans 


.1867 

Cwt. 

Quantity. 

9926 



Value. 

£15,987 



.1868 


2700 



4920 



.1871 

II 

41,685 , 


. . 

56,660 

Canary Seed 


.1865 

l* 

17,842 



— 



.1866 

*» 

21,833 

.. 


— 



.1867 

*i 

7971 

.. 


2390 



.1868 

11 

6670 


, . 

4024 



.1869 


81,967 



40,412 



.1870 

II 

86,465 


, , 

38,485 



.1871 

1> 

23,661 



9477 

Cumin Seed 


.1867 

I) 

2360 

. . 


2081 



.1868 

II 

10,890 

, . 

. . 

4021 



.1870 

»» 

1183 

. . 

. . 

2742 



1871 

>1 

560 


, , 

2140 

Linseed 


.1868 

w 

1040 

. . 


640 



.1870 

>» 

578 

. . 


354 

Maize 


.1865 

Qrs. 

42,630 

• . 


— 



.1866 

II 

49,281 



— 



.1867 

1] 

25,820 

. . 

, . 

39,386 



.1871 

l| 

152,444 



185,468 

740 

Millet, or Dnrrba 

.1871 

Cwt. 

3760 



Peas (Chick), 

or Gar- 
banza.,1865 

Qrs. 

12,636 






.1866 

II 

7534 


. . 

— 



.1867 

II 

11,095 



19,758 



1869 

II 

514 

. . 


1239 

» 

» 

.1871 

II 

9386 

•• 


12,513 

Cork 


EiW MATEBIAL — VEGETABLE. 

.1871 Pks. 721 



1335 

Cotton 


.1866 

Bales. 

180 

. . 




Esparto Grass 

.... 

.1871 

>1 

38,775 

, . 


7762 

Gam 


..1865 

Cwt. 

13,252 



— 



.1866 

n 

5290 

, , 


— 



.1867 

i> 

4615 

. , 

. . 

18,418 



.1868 

i> 

3525 

, , 


13,285 



..1869 

ii 

8260 

. . 

. . 

32,168 

33,077 



..1870 

ii 

9768 



Henna 


.1869 


835 



980 

II 


..1870 

ii 

1014 



1406 



..1871 

ii 

1089 



1044 

Oil 


..1865 

» 

98,854 







..1866 

ii 

42,780 

. . 


— 



..1867 

ii 

12,689 

, . 


35,924 



..1868 

i> 

13,755 



35,092 

II ■■•••••■ 


..1869 

ii 

40,164 



100,398 



..1870 

ii 

28,905 

. . 


65,492 

* 


..1871 

ii 

30,332 



61,380 

Bags 


..1869 

ii 

760 



713 

»» 


..1871 

ii 

232 

•• 

•• 

591 

Almonds 


..1865 

rauiT. 

Cwt. 

80,957 




II • • 

.... 

..1866 

ii 

11,564 





II • • 


..1867 

ii 

10,923 


. . 

59,667 
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Quantity. 



Value. 

Almonds 

..1868 

Cwt. 

17,688 



£45,351 


..1869 

it 

24,812 



67,663 


..1870 

a 

24,737 



71,045 

.. 

..1871 


36,453 



88,673 

Dates 

..1865 


3748 






..1866 


4183 






..1867 


5602 



11,026 

it M 

..1868 


4235 



8463 


..1869 


3548 



6028 


..1870 


2851 



5712 


..1871 


6921 



13,815 

Oranges 

..1867 


1,252,000 

. , 


750 

It #•••••». 

..1869 


1,373,000 



560 

11 ..... .. 

..1870 


1,220,000 



812 

»» •••»•••• 

..1871 

Not detailed. 



894 



MANTTFACTUBBS. 




Carpets 

..1870 

Pieces 

180 



740 


..1871 

Bales 

42 



1680 

Hnika 

..1865 


634 




Slippers 

..1865 


2712 





If ...... 

..1867 

Pairs 

329,000 



47,156 


..1868 

»» 

232,749 



49,273 

II ...... 

..1869 


151,000 



22,630 


..1870 


174,600 



25,976 


..1871 

Doz. 

17,206 



31,420 

Woollen Sashes 

..1867 


15,750 



2520 

» l> 

..1868 

» 

16,650 



2800 

»> » 

..1869 

Bales 

120 



4840 

» 11 

..1870 

Doz. 

2167 



4160 

Woollen Stuffs . . 

..1867 

Pieces 

11,750 



5880 

ii it 

..1868 

tt 

17,316 



9550 

»» ii 

..1869 

Bales 

87 



4400 

i> »> 

..1870 

Pieces 

6200 



3300 

ii ii 

..1871 

Bales 

240 

•• 

•• 

14,400 


HAW 

MATBBIAL- 

-MIUEBAL. 




Gold, Wangara . . . . 

..1868 

Tins 

14 



2400 

« » 

..1869 


15 

. . 


3000 

ft tt ...... 

..1870 


17 

, , 


5786 

H 

-.1871 

II 

33 

a a 

• a 

2500 


Accounts are kept in mitcals (ducats). The mitcal is a 
fictitious value, which is made up of tcu okeas (ounces) ; the 
ounce is divided into four mozounas ; the mozouna into six 
flous. But commercial payments are generally made in five- 
franc pieces, computed at 32| ounces each, as fixed by a 
decree of the Sultan. The change of the five-franc piece 
nevertheless ranges at times as high as 36 ounces. 
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The following coins are current in the city of Morocco : — 

Five-franc 

pieces. £ a. d 

Gold doubloon, Spanish ... = 17 =380 

„ twenty-franc piece, French = 4 = 0 16 0 

„ bendequi, Moorish ... = 2 =080 

Ounces. 

Silver piastre, Spanish ... = 34| = 043 

„ five-franc piece, French . = 32| = 040 

„ Spanish piece .... = 7 =00 10i 

„ franc, French .... = = 0 0 9| 

There are also Moorish silver coins in circulation, of the 
respective values of 4, 2i, 2, It, and 1 ounce. All these, with 
the exception of the 2|-ounce pieces, are depreciated below 
their nominal values. The copper coinage consists of Aoub, 
24 of which make up the ounce, and j icjeu of 2 and 4 flous. 

Almonds, dates, raisins, and henna ate sold by the cantar 
(quintal) of 170 Moorish pounds ; wax by the cnntar of 150 
poands ; wool, gums, and leather by the cantar of 100 pounds : 
100 Moorish pounds are equivalent to 119 English pounds. 
Oil is measured by the kolla, which is equivalent to about 
7-2' gallons. Wheat, barley, beans, and other grain are sold 
by the aroba. The aroba is equal to about 3| fanegas ; the 
fanega is divided into measures of §, -fc, and -fj. Many 
of the towns and almost every principal market have mea- 
sures of capacity which differ from those of others. 

The kala, nearly equal to the English yard, is used for 
measuring woven tissues. The gamma, or fathom, serves as 
the measure in sinking wells and other purposes. 
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E. 

THE DRUGS IN USE AMONGST THE MOORS. 
The Moors employ a large number of drugs medicinally ; 
and as very little was known about them, I made an extensive 
collection of specimens. The information obtained by this 
means was communicated to the Pharmaceutical Society in a 
paper read before that body, and published in their journal. 
The list of these drugs aud, when possible, of the plants from 
which they were derived, together with the scientific names of 
the plants, is reproduced Iieie revised and extended. I was 
assisted in the woik of revision by Mr. E. Holmes, the able 
Curator of the Pharmaceutical Society’s Museum. Care has 
been taken to give the native names as conectly as possible in 
English. These names appear to be in the great majority of 
cases peculiar to Moiocco, and many are derived from the 
Shluh language. Yeiy few of them coi respond with the 
Arabic names of the same drugs as given in books. 

The collection was made at the coa^-t towns visited, and 
also at the city of Morocco, but chiefly at Mogador. Here I was 
mainly indebted for additions to my collection, as well as for 
much information about them, to Signor Yusef Elmaleh, Jewish 
High Priest, and to his son, Signor Reuben Elmaleh. In 
every case possible the leaves and flowers of the respective 
vegetable productions were obtained for the purpose of identi- 
fication. In the instances in which these were not available, 
it was impossible to refer the drugs to their natural orders 
and species. It is believed that what has been done will 
prove interesting to tho scientific reader, and useful to future 
inquirers in the same field. 


LEAVES, FLOWERS, AND PLANTS. 

Malvace.*. 

Khobbaizaii . — Malva parvijlora, L. — The whole herb. The 
name Khubbai iali appears also to include other specieB of the 
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Malvacecs, as the specimen also contained Lavatera hispida. 
Dee f. Khubbaizah is used as a demulcent in catarrh. 

Rctace.k. 

Ruta. — Ruta angustifolia, Pers. — Rue. Carried about the 
person as a safeguard against infection. Given for nervous- 
ness, &c. 

Leguminos^e. 

Senaiiaraii. — Cassia elongata, L4maire Lisancourt. — Senna. 
Stated to be brought to Morocco by the pilgrims returning 
from Mecca. This is confirmed by the fact that the specimen 
is identical with Mecca senna, imported via India into this 
country. Used as a purgative. 

Artim. — Eetama rcetam. Nob. — This shrub forms a feature of 
the landscape. In many places it covers thousands of acres 
of sandy soil, to the exclusion of almost every other plant. 
Its white flowers in spring diffuse a strong and agreeable 
odour. At Mogador, the name “Artim” appeals to be 
restricted to this species, but some dried flowers from Tangier, 
under the same name, include also, Genista caiulicatis, L., and 
G. Iviifolia, L. “Artim” is probably, therefore, a generic 
name for several leguminous plants used as food for cattle. 

The bitter roots of Eetama rcetam are said to be used by the 
Arabs for internal pains, and the shoots macerated in water 
are applied to wounds. The shoots much resemble in appear- 
ance those of Sarothamnus scoparius, but are slenderer, more 
branched, and the branchlets are longer. 

Crasstjlace.®. 

Ghassoul. — The structure of the fruit, which is mixed up 
with the stalks and leaves, is evidently that of some ealycifloral 
plant, with a half-inferior ovary, nearly allied to the genus 
Mesembryanthemum f but we have not yet succeeded in identi- 
fying the species. Used instead of soap for cleaning woollen 
clothes. 

IllecebracEjE. ( 

IIaydorley. — Paronychia argentea, D. C. — jFlowers used as 
a diaphoretic, and also for abdominal pain. >. 



APPENDIX. 


347 


Myrtackje. 

Raiian. — Myrtus communis, L. — Myrtle leaves. The in- 
fusion is used for diarrhoea. The leaves are also employed by 
the Jews in their ceremonies. 

Composites. 

Shech. — Artemisia Aragonensis, Lam. — Tops. Barbary 
worm-seed. Used in infusions for colds, and also in fumi- 
gation for small-pox, &c. It is exported to Holland to make 
“bitters.” Barbary worm-seed was considered by Guibourt 
to be the produce of Artemisia glomerata, Sieber . 1 

Shibah del agooz. (Trans. Old man’s beard ). — Artemisia 
absinthum, L. — Wormwood. Used in dyspepsia, and also for 
giving flavour to green tea. 

Babnoose. — Matricaria chamomilla, L. — A species of 
Chamomile. Used as a stomachic. 

Asbakdo. — Kleinta pteroneura, D. C. — The green stem. 
These curious cactus-like stems belong to a composite plant 
nearly allied to the common groundsel. 

The stem is about the thickness of the fore-finger, leafless, 
except at the top, where there is a rosette of loaves, furrowed 
externally, and has a large discoid pith ; the branches are 
nearly equal in size, quite erect, and parallel with the stem, 
and remind one of a candelabra with a number of candles in it. 

It is used externally for “ pains in the hands and feet,” 
(rheumatism ?). 

Gertlanaceas. 

Oust el heeah, or, Noar Mulet Ali. (Trans. Muley All’s 
Flower.) — Erythraea ramosissima, Pers. — Tops, &c. Closely 
allied to gentian. Used for indigestion. 

Labiate. 

Helhal. — Lavandula stcechas, L. — TopB, &c. Used as a 
stomachic. 

Murroot, — Marrvbium vulgare, L. — Common Horehound. 
Variety, /J. lanatum. — Tops. Used as an external application 
in small-pox and in haemorrhoids. 

1 Pereira’s Mat. Med. Art. Artemisia. 
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Flayu. — Mentha pulegium, L. — Penny-royal. Flowers, &e. 
The infusion is used for flatulence and abdominal pain. 

Timzah — Mentha rotundifolia , L. — Round-leafed mint. 
Tops. Used for diarrhoea. 

Zatek. — Origanum compactum, Bth. — Marjoram. Flowers. 
The infusion is used to promote digestion. It was formerly 
exported to Holland in large quantities. It is also much used 
by the Moors for flavouring tea. 

Azeeh. — Rosmarinus officinalis, L. — Rosemary. Whole 
plant. Used for fumigation in small-pox, &c. 

Muhroot Yurb. — Salvia triloba, L. — A kind of sage. 
Leaves. This plant probably owes its Moorish name to its 
resemblance (having a woolly stem and leaves) to Mamibium 
vulgare. It is used as an application to wounds. 

Sadeeah. — Teucrum polium, L. — Tops. Used in colic, &c. 
A nearly-allied species, Teucrum montanum, L , known under 
the name of Polymountain, appeared in the London Pharma- 
copoeia as late as 1763. 

Tasekkexxah. — Thymus vulgaris, L. — A variety which has 
the leaves more tapered towards the base than in the form 
which occurs in this country. Tops. Used as a stomachic. 

Ubticaceas. 

Hebika . — Parietaria officinalis, L. — Pellitory. 

Cannabixace.®. 

Kief . — Cannabis sativa, W. — Hemp. Whole plant. It is 
grown largely in the provinces of Haha and Shedma. The 
right of dealing in it and in tobacco iB monopolized by the 
Emperor. These monopolies are farmed to Jews, who buy at 
a price fixed by law, and sell at an enormously-advanced 
price. The plants are pulled up when the seed is ripe or 
nearly so ; and the leaves, when dried and coarsely powdered, 
constitute kief. This is smoked in very small pipes, and a few 
inhalations exhausts the contents of the bowl. The smoke is 
taken into the lungs, and produces a powerfully narcotizing 
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effect ; but, unlike the preparations of the plant, which are 
swallowed, the effect soon passes away. Some smokers 
indulge their propensity frequently during the day ; yet I have 
been assured by them that, after twenty or thirty years, they 
have not suffered from the practice. 

Hashish, the preparation which is eaten, is too well known, 
from recent descriptions, to require much to be said about it. 
It is made by mixing the powdered leaves with butter, and 
also as a conserve with honey, to which opium is added. 

AitisToi.ocniACE.as. 

Iriffa. — Aristoloclria species. — Leaves, applied when pounded 
to wounds and bruises. 

FRUITS AND SEEDS. 

ItANUNCULACEAS. 

Hucuas . — Delphinium Staphisagria, L. — Stavesaore. Seeds 
used to destroy vermin. 

Sanous. — Nigel la sativa, L. — Seed. It is supposed to be 
the fitches mentioned hy Isaiah. Used as a diaphoretic. 

Rutacf.as. 

Harmel. — Peganum ha.rma.la, L. — Seed. Used in fumiga- 
tion as a disinfectant, and also against the effects of the evil 
eye. 

RnAMNACE/E. 

Nabu. — Zizyplius orthocantlrus, D. C. — Jujube berries. Tho 
fruit of the sidra-tree. This tree varies in size from that of a 
small tree to a small shrub, depending upon the soil in which 
it is found. It is widely diffused. The berries are eaten, and 
are commonly sold in the markets of Morocco. The oil of the 
kernel is used as a perfume. 

Legujiinosa:. 

Hulbah. — Trigonella fcenumGrcBcum,Jj. — Fenugreek. Taken 
by women to induce fatness, and also given with barley to 
horses. When first taken it purges. 
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Cucurbit aceas. 

El Hedja. — Cucumis colocynthis, L. — Fruit. Colocynth is 
an article of export from Mogador. I got a specimen in the 
city of Morocco, which, instead of being of a yellow colour, 
was of bright green with numerous yellow streaks made up of 
more or less irregular patches, which marked it into segments. 
It was probably only a variety. Colocynth is used as a 
purgative by the Moors. They also keep the broken gourd 
amongst their woollen clothes when put away, to keep off moths. 

Umbelliferas. 

Carwia. — Carum carui, L. — Caraway seed. It is grown 
largely in the neighbourhood of Larache, and is shipped at 
Tangier in sugar casks and serons, but chiefly in bags to 
England and America. It is also produced round the city of 
Morocco. At Mogador, where it is rarely shipped, it is called 
Fez caraway seed. One cannot help being surprised at finding 
this cold climate plant a product of Morocco. 

Cumin. — Cuminum cyminum, L — Cumin seed. This is grown 
largely in the interior provinces of Ahmar and Raha r na. The 
Jews mix it in their bread. It is exported to America, and 
also to the Canary Islands, where it is used in pieserving 
tunny fish. 

Naffa. — Fceniculum dulce, C. Bauh. junior. — Fennel seed. 
This is used for flavouring mahaya, a spirit obtained from the 
water in which honeycombs are boiled in preparing bees’ wax, 
and from other sources, as previously described. 

Sai*otacea5. 

Argan. — Argama sideroxylon, It asm. et Sch. — Seed. The 
oil expressed from the nuts is in general use for cooking. 
Fowls and other articles of diet are served up soaked in this 
oil, which is preferred by some Europeans to olive oil. But 
such greasy food is very distasteful to most stomachs. It is 
customary to allow it to simmer over a fire with a piece of 
bread in it to remove its pungent taste, and this process is also be- 
lieved to obviate a supposed tendency of the oil to cause leprosy. 
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Goats, sheep, and cows eat the fleshy part of the argan fruit 
freely, and the nuts are then laboriously broken with stones in 
order to extract the kernels. These are first partially roasted 
and then ground in a handmill. The oil is extracted from the 
meal by working it with the hands, and water is added to the 
mass as seems necessary. 3 

Pl.ANTAGINACE.*'.. 

Zukktonah — Plantago psyllium, L. — Seed. Used as a 

demulcent in fevers and in colds 

EcrnonniACEJE. 

Habtmlek . — Croton tiglium, W. — Croton oil seed. The 
Moors use the seeds as a strong purgative, and I found that 
they are well known in the interior of the country. But I was 
not able to satisfy myself that Croton tiglium grows in Morocco. 
The seeds were stated by the Moor who gave them to me to 
be Komi, i. e. European. 

Castor. — Ricinus communis, L. — Castor oil seed. The 
plant is abundant about Saffi, and attains to the dimensions of a 
small tree. The oil is not expressed by the Moors, but the 
seed itself appears to be used as a purgative. 

ZlNGIBERACE.fi. 

Gooza Sauraweea. — (T rans. Nutmeg of the desert.) — 
Amomum Melagueta, Boscoe. — Grains of Paradise. The drug 
is brought to Morocco by the caravans from the interior. The 
Grain Coast of Western Africa takes its name from the pro- 
fusion of Amomum Melgueta which it produces. It is used as 
a sexual stimulant and also as a spice with meat, and mixed in 
bread. 

BOOTS. 

ClSTACE.fi. 

Ipherscul . — Cistus salvifoliue, L. — It has an earthy and 
slightly aromatic taste. It is given for palpitation of the heart 
and nervousness. 


See pngo 93. 
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LEGiurrsroSjE. 

Ark Sus. — (Trans. The root of Sus.) — Glycyirhiza species. 
— Liquorice. Used for coughs and chest affections. Grows in 
great abundance in the southern province of Sus. 

Fdely . — Astragalus eriophaca, Ball. — Identified by Dr. 
Ball, who has been lately engaged in examining the flora of 
Morocco. The taste of the root is saltish ; it is used when 
pounded as an application to wounds. 

IlLECEBKACEjE. 

Tauseugiiint . — Comgiola teleit/olia, Pour. — Externally the 
root is pale brown and twisted, rather knotty at the top, more 
or less fusiform, from a quarter to half an inch in diameter, 
and from two to four inches long. Its internal appearance is 
very characteristic. The transverse section is of a yellowish 
white colour, with 3-5 concentric rings, which have a horny and 
translucent appearance. The taste is acrid, causing a tingling 
sensation like that produced by Senega. The grated root is 
mixed in bread to induce fatness. Leo Aft icanns says con- 
cerning “ Tauzarghente : ” “ This root, growing in the west- 
erne part of Africa upon the Ocean seashore, yeeldeth a 
fragrant and odoriferous smel, ninl the merchants of Mauritania 
carry the same into the land of Negros, where the people use 
it for a most excellent perfume, and yet they neither burne it 
nor put any fire at all thereto ; for being kept only in an house, 
it yeeldeth a naturalle sent of itselfe. In Mauritania they sell 
a buuche of these rootes for halfe a ducate, which being carried 
to the land of Negros is sold again for eightie or one hundred 
ducates, and sometimes for more.” The root received is not 
so powerfully odorous as represented by Leo Africanus ; it has 
a very faint odour, like that of orris-root. 

RubucejE. 

Fooah. — Rubia species . — A kind of madder root. Infusion 
used for diarrhoea, and as an emmenagogue. It is also applied 
to sore oyes. 
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PLOMBAGINACK.E. 

Tafrifa. — Statice mucronota, L. — A sea lavender. The 
taste of the root is saltish and pungent. It is supposed to 
strengthen the nerves. 

SCROPHULAllICEAi. 

Emsleh-en-deb. — Verbascum sinuatum, L. — The root is 
ground very fine, and placed under the eyelids as a cure for 
ophthalmia. 

EuPHOBBIACEvE. 

Waskeeza. — Euphorbia terracina, L. — A spurge. This 
root is used as au emetic. 

ZlNGIBERACEiE. 

Kedilsham. — Alpinia galanga, Swartz. — Galanga. Infusion 
of the root used in urethral discharges. 

Liliaceae. 

Aulai.cz. — Asphodelus ramosa. — Moench. 

B’selt-deeb. (Trans. Jackal’s Onion.) — Scilla maritima, 
L., or Scilla Indica, L. — This, when boiled in oil, is highly 
esteemed as an aphrodisiac. 

IlUDACEiE. 

Ambee-el-dok. — Iris Germanica, L. — Orris root. It comes 
in largo quantities from the city of Morocco to Mogador, 
whence it is shipped to England and France, and of late far 
more extensively than formerly. It bears little more than half 
the price of Florentine orris root. 

Aeace>e. 

Irene. — Amsarum vidgare, Hook. — The interest which 
belongs to this plant lies in the circumstance that it yields a 
useful starch. In times of famine, which occasionally happen 
from drought or from a visitation of locusts, the tubers are dug 
up, washed, dried in the sun, and ground between hand mill- 
stones. Without further preparation the meal is then cooked 
by steam, like kuskussoo, the national dish, made of granulated 

A a 
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wheaten flour. As happens in the case of the allied plant, 
Arum maculatum, which yields Portland arrow-root, Irene 
tubers contain an acrid poisonous principle which should be 
removed by repeated washings. As this is neglected by the 
Moors, it is not surprising that people who live entirely upon 
such foqd suffer severely from abdominal pain, and that many 
of them die. When travelling between Saffi and Mazagan in 
the early part of November the ground was in many places 
studded all over with the single leaf of this plant, which had 
then just appeared above ground. I succeeded in bringing 
home some growing plants, which are now flourishing in Kew 
Gardens. The plant has been figured and described from these 
specimens by Dr. Hooker, in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine ” for 
March, 1873. 


Not identified. 

Adad. — This is a large, somewhat cylindrical root, more 
than a foot long, and about two inches in diameter. It has a 
crown consisting of several stems, springing from the con- 
tracted upper portion of the root. The radical leaves show 
beyond a doubt that Adad is the root of some species of thistle. 
The transverse section of the root is white and starchy, but 
nevertheless hard and tough, and shows about six ill-defined, 
concentric rings, marked with horny-lookmg, radiating lines, 
which, under a lens, are seen to consist of vessels containing 
matter resembling caoutchouc. This material has exuded 
from several parts of the root, where it was apparently injured 
in the fresh state. The smell and taste of the root are aromatic. 
Leo Africanus says of Adad : — “ The herbe thereof is bitter, 
and the root is so venemous that one drop of the water distilled 
thereout will kill a man within the space of an hower, which 
is commonly knowen even to the women of Africa.” The 
drug dooB not appear to be so poisonous as here stated. It is 
taken for debility and low spirits. 

Tasrcra. — T his is a large, somewhat woody root, twelve or 
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eighteen inches long, two inches or more in diameter at the 
top, much branched, and tapering to half an inch in the 
smaller branches. The cortical portion is brown, spongy, and 
rather thin in proportion, being on the average not more than 
a line in thickness. The meditullium is of a yellowish colour, 
with the concentric rings not visible, and in many of the pieces 
the medullary rays are of an ash-grey colour (perhaps from 
imperfect drying), which gives a distinctly radiate appearance 
to the meditullium. The root is almost tasteless. Attached to 
the root are portions of leaves which appear to belong to some 
species of Carlina or Carduus. It is taken to mitigate thirst. 

Bocbookah. — This root occurs in pieces varying from one- 
third to half-an-inch in diameter, and several inches in length. It 
is dark brown externally, with numerous closely-placed, annular 
ridges and numerous small warts, and is sometimes branched in 
the upper part like dandelion root. The meditullium is large, 
white, and starchy, occupying about two-thirds of the diameter 
of the root. The cortical portion is white internally, and has 
a ring of resinous-looking rays next to the meditullium. The 
taste is insipid. It is used for “ pains in the bones ” (rheu- 
matism ?). 

Oudes el Helloof. — T his consists of a short, prostrate 
rhizome, terminating in a hairy bud, and giving off below a 
tuft of straight, unbranched roots, of a reddish-brown colour, 
about the size of a crow-quill, and finely striated longitudi- 
nally. The odour resembles that of arnica, and the taste is 
aromatic and somewhat acrid. It iB taken for strangury. 

Bebsmoos. — This root has a thick, brown, spongy, cortical 
portion, and a white, soft, radiate meditullium. It tastes some- 
what like turnip, but without any pungency. The infusion is 
given in fever. 


A a 2 
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BASKS. 

Anacardiaceae. 

Dro . — Piatacia lentiscua , L. — Used in fumigation and also 
for tanning. 

JtJGLANDACE.®. 

Swak . — Juglans regia, L. — Walnut bark. Used by the 
Moorish women for staining the lips black. 

EXUDATIONS. 

Umbellifere. 

Fashook. — Ferula species . — Gum ammoniac. Called Fasoy 
by the European merchants and Keith by the Moors. It is 
abundant in Woled Bu Sha, two days’ journey from Mogador, 
on the road to the city of Morocco. It grows very quickly 
after the first autumnal rain. A stalk obtained at Mogador 
was one inch and a quarter in diameter. Before parting with 
it the Moor broke off a poition, intending it, as be said, to 
fumigate his sore eyes. Some roots procured by Signor R. 
Elmaleh were of the size and shape of carrots, of a blackish- 
brown colour, and studded over with numerous warty projec- 
tions. When broken they exuded drops of milky juice which 
formed yellowish-white opaque tears. The taste of this gum 
resin was slightly bitter with considerable acridity. A single 
fennel-like leaf accompanied the roots ; it was evidently the 
leaf of an umbelliferous plant. It was found that the taste of 
this gum resin differed from that of a specimen of African 
ammoniacum in the museum of the Pharmaceutical Society ; 
the latter had no taste at first, but after a time a burning, 
acrid taste was developed, which lasted longer than in the case 
of the gum resin obtained direct from the root. It seems 
probable, therefore, that African ammoniacum is produced 
by more than one species ; some of the roots procured are 
planted both atKewund at the Royal Botanical Gardens, Lon- 
don, so that one may hope to be soon able to identify the plant 
with certainty. On account of its adhesiveness the gum is 
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used by the Moors as a depilatory. The seed, when heated 
over a fire until it bocomes glutinous, is used as an application 
in skin diseases. Very little ammouiacum is sent to Europe. 
But a great deal is eai ried by pilgrims to Egypt and Arabia, 
where it is used for incense. It is chiefly shipped from 
Mazagau to Gibraltar for reshipmeut to Alexandria; a little is 
sent from Mogador, and none from the othei ports. Pereira 
was of opinion that the Greeks and Romans were unacquainted 
with Persian ammouiacum (the produce of Dorema ammomacum, 
Don.). The name ammouiacum is stated by Pliny (b. xii. 
chap. 49) to be derived, like that of the oracle of Jupiter 
Ammon, neai which the gum was produced, from afj.fj.os (Band), 
in reference to the surrounding sandy country. This would 
indicate that it was brought from Lybia, the modern Tripoli. 
The Arabian physician, Serapion, writing at the commence- 
ment of the ninth century, mentions two kinds of ammoniacum, 
the best sort of which was produced from the root of a plant 
found in Crete ; and an inferior kind, of which he says, “ Sed 
illud quod continet terrain et lapides, nominat chironia et 
defertur a terra qure dicitur Monacon et ost succus plant®, 
similis plant® galbani in similitudine sua et nascit ibi." This 
description agrees with the present Morocco product, and 
Monacon may be an early name for that country. It is observ- 
able that Serapion calls ammouiacum “ raxach ; ” and that 
,e assach,” “ usliak,” and “ oshac,” are severally employed by 
Arabian and Persian writers to designate the gum. These 
approach “ fasogh ” and “ fashook,” the modern Moorish 
names. 

Eui’Iiohdiace^!. 

Phorbium. — JEtijihorbium rrsimfera, Berg. • — Enphorbium 
gum. I have little to add about this substance to what is 
already known. It is produced in the inland provinces of 
Deminet and Antife, but the plant is found in other places. 
A plant which grows freely in the neighbourhood of Mogador 
was pointed out to mo as that yielding the gum, but it proved 
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to be Kleinia pteroneura. A kind of honey from the province 
of Haha is sold in the Mogador market. This when eaten 
causes a burning sensation in the mouth and throat. It is on 
this account regarded as of a heating natui'e, and like the 
squill is valued as an aphrodisiac. I was assured that these 
properties are due to the euphorbinm flowers, from whence 
bees obtain the honey. It calls to mind the intoxicating 
effects of honey, as experienced by some of the ten thousand 
Greeks in their retreat under Xenophon, effects attributed to 
the Azalea Pontica. But poisonous honey is found in various 
countries, and the poison seems due to many different plants. 
The people who pack euphorbium at Mogador wear veils to 
protect themselves from the dust, which is so irritating to the 
eyes and nostrils. Pliny tells us (b. xxv. c. 28) that persons 
engaged in collecting the juice of the euphorbium plant were, 
on account of its acrid nature, obliged to stand at a distance 
and pierce it with a pole shod with iron, and that the juice 
flowed into kid-leather receivers placed beneath. Scrapion 
makes the same statement, except that the stomachs of animals 
were employed as receivers.® Avicenna says that cuplior- 
bium loses its virtues after three or four years. But he adds, 
some think these may be restored by placing the gum for some 
time in a vessel containing decorticated beaus. 4 

Not identified. 

Alk el Ebtum. — This resin occurs in small, yellowish, rather 
dirty tears, iu colour and taste resembling American frankin- 
cense. It is probably the product of some coniferous plants. 
Its Spanish name, “ Gomma di Pinezia,” gives probability to 
this suggestion, indicating as it does that it is derived from 
a species of fir, The resin is used in urinary complaints, 
accompanied by pains in the loins and deposits in the urine. 
It is administered mixed with bitters and honey. 

3 " Sernpionis Medici Arabia celeberrimi Practice,” Vonetiis, apud juntas, 
1500, p. 179. 

4 Avicenna, Venetiis, apud juntas, 1595, b. ii , p. 313. 
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MISCELLANEA 

l J Al'AVEftA CfeA, 

Bejt ka AMAX.—JP apaotr duhium, 1*—A 
&c. Used as a diaphoretic. 

Tamawcac*.*, 

Tacoox. — Tamar ix articulata , Yahi — Tffssdt f %ri 
tanning, and shipped foi this purpose to Algjcit*.. 

Axacakdiacea, 

Illeg. — Pistachio atlantica, Deaf. — K-teehm gsilk. ffitc- 
duced in Showia. Used for diarrhoA. &ni aho an- a ansmeticc. 

Auhantiaoui: 

Ma-del-Letciiin. — Citrus Sp-n a < — OcutgsE-dowBr water. 
This, the quality of which is good, was brought flam. Haro— 
dant, a town south of 
Mogador, unvisited by 
Europeans on account of 
the fanatic natuie of it- 
inhabitants. Kosewatei 
is brought fiom the tune 
place, and both article' 
are laigely used by the 
Moorish ladies. Ve-»eU 
like that here lepre- 
sented, which was kmdh 
given to me at Mogadoi 
by Mr. Alfied Jot dan two 
used to convoy those 
waters. They aio made 
of hammeied coppoi tin- 
ned over, and are of thu 
shape of half an egg. 

The top part, to which n 
handle is attached, is depressed. These, xesoeih aio a di4.1 
a half inches in hoight hy oateu and A iMlft 
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at the base, and contain about a gallon. It is curious to find 
such peculiarly-shaped and well-made vessels, probably formed 
of native copper, employed in this way in this rude country. 

Animal Substance. 

Amber el Hor. — Ambergris . — Strangely enough, this 
substance is brought to Mogador in considerable quantities 
by the Timbuctoo caravans from the interior of Africa. It 
probably finds its way there from the west coast. It is also 
obtained from sperm whales, which drift in dead on the 
Morocco coast. One of these whales has been thus procured 
at Casa Blanca in each of three years lately past. All contained 
ambergris, and the last an unusually large quantity. It was 
purchased by a Jew, who, it is said, sold it for 3000/. Much 
of it was exported to London. At Mogador it sells for about 
20Z. per pound. Leo, speaking of the town of Messa in Sus, 
says : “ Here may you find upon the sea-shore gieat store of 
amber, which the Portugal and Fezzan merchants fetch from 
thence for a very meane price, for they scarcely pay a ducat for 
a whole ounce of most choice and excellent amber.” Most of 
the well-off Moors have ambergris in their houses. They use 
it in green tea as a flavour, and one of the greatest compli- 
ments paid to a guest is to present him with a cup of 
thiB curious mixture. Ambergris is also used as an applica- 
tion for the sting of a scorpion, when a knife made red-hot is 
also placed over the wound. 

Out of the foregoing list of sixty-six articles, more than 
half of them proved to be derived from plants identical with 
those of Europe, or else from plants so closely allied to European 
species as to possess practically the same properties. A few, 
as Argan oil, Fashook, and Phorbium, are peculiar to Morocco, 
while others, as Adad, Ouden el Haloof, Tanserghint, &c., 
appear to possess active qualities which deserve careful trials 
of their therapeutic powers. 
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F. 

THE MARRIAGE OF THE SHARIF OF WAZAJT. 

The publicity given to the marriage at Tangier of an English 
lady to the Sharif of Wazan may make some few particulars 
relating thereto acceptable. 

It was stipulated that the future Sharifa should he married 
according to the laws of her own country, that she should enjoy 
the free exercise of her own religion, and that she should 
continue to dress in the European fashion. A substantial 
settlement was also made upon her. 

The marriage took place March 17th, 1873, at the British 
Legation. The ceremony was performed by Sir John Drum- 
mond Hay, K.C.B., in the presence of the parents of the bride 
and several members of the Diplomatic body. The bride 
was dressed in an English riding costume, but at breakfast in 
that of an English bride, wbiie the bridegroom appeared in a 
jacket of light blue cloth. After the ceremony they returned 
on horseback to the Victoria Hotel, wheie the wedding break- 
fast was provided. Sir John Hay presided, and the guests 
included Admiral M‘Donald, of the Channel Fleet, and Com- 
mander Seymour, of the “ Lively ” despatch boat. The Usual 
toasts were proposed and hearty English cheers given in 
honour of the newly-married couple, who soon afterwards rode 
away, as they had come, escorted by Moorish soldiers. 

On the following day the basha, kadi, notaries, &c. to the 
number of about thirty persons, were entertained at a great 
feast at the sharifs house. The principal guests were presented 
by the sharif to his bride, but etiquette prevented the two 
latter fiom.joining in the feast. Festivities were meantime kept 
up outside, and the second day after tho wedding was sig- 
nalized by a grand display of powder-play. On the third day 
there was a reception of Moorish ladies, dressed in their best 
attire. Mattresses were spread over the patio; on these they 
squatted, and, while some played native airs on the national 
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instruments, others danced. On the fourth day there was an 
entertainment of a similar kind for the female servants and 
slaves of the neighbourhood. On the fifth day the country 
people flocked in bringing patriarchal offerings of dateB, 
almonds, wax candles, and other articles. The sixth day was 
the fete of the black population. A number of them came to 
the sharif’s house dressed in white, each negro holding in 
his hands a pair of metal castanets. The castanet men 
formed a ring, while each individual turned round and round, 
at first slowly, and then, at a gradually-increasing rate, to the 
accompaniment of the strains of their wild music ; till, after 
the manner of the dancing dervishes, an astonishing speed was 
attained. A couple of large drums added to the din. The 
festivities were concluded on the seventh day with a general 
feast for all the poor people in the town and neighbourhood. 

The sharif gives food and lodging to any poor traveller 
who comes to him, and on the first day of the Moorish New 
Year all beggars and needy persons who chcose to call at 
his house are fed, and receive small sums of money. His 
house is a sanctuary. Wives who are ill used, and slaves who 
fear punishment from their masters, seek his protection. His 
intercession never fails to obtain pardon. 


G-. 


THE CAPTIVITY OF MR. BUT L ER. 

Evert one knows that the Moors were once notorious 
throughout Christendom for making slaves of the crews 
and passengers of vessels seized by their cruisers, or which 
happened to be wrecked on their inhospitable shores. Amongst 
his other dangerous adventures Robinson Crusoe was carried 
captive into Salee. The influence of the European powers has 
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extinguished the practice in those parts of Morocco where the 
sultan’s government can assert its strength. But in the 
southern province of Sus, which borders the Great Desert, its 
power is merely nominal. Any European who comes within 
reach of the lawless people of this region it at this day liable 
to be enslaved Captives that are not likely to be ransomed 
are tieated with great harshness, unless they profess the 
Mahommedan religion, in which case they are not allowed to 
leave the country. Sometimes captives are sold by one tribe 
to the other and carried into the far interior. But what these 
avaricious freebooters desire most is that the captives shall be 
ransomed. For this reason they are always anxious to get 
persons of a superior station into their clutches. If they 
succeed in this, means are taken to communicate the intelli- 
gence to, and if possible, to open negotiations at Mogador, the 
nearest town at which consulates are established. 

About ninety years ago the reigning sultan, finding it impos- 
sible to collect duties at the ports south of Mogador, decreed that 
they should be closed. Nevei ikeless these ports are occasion- 
ally visited by traders from the Canary Islands. The trade is 
carried on by barter, and is profitable in proportion to the 
risk incurred. The Moors convey their produce in boats to 
the vessels, and receive in return European goods. 

At Mogador I heard a great deal about the sad captivity of 
three persons. Their story, which follows, was told me by 
Mr. Butler, of Saffi, brother of the principal captive, and by his 
intimate friend Mr, Murdoch, also of Saffi. 

Seven years previously Mr. James Butler, happening to 
be at the Canary Islands, met with a Spaniard who had traded 
with the Sheik of Wadnoon, in the southern part of Sit«. 
Wadnoon, although only five days’ journey by land south of 
Mogador, is entirely closed against strangers, and bears an evil 
name. However, Mr. Butler was induced by the representa- 
tions of his frioud to try to establish a regular trade with 
the Sheik, Ilabib Blmi Baruk. He undertook a voyage to 
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Wadnoon, while the sheik had previously made known the 
nature of the cargo of which he stood in need, to be exchanged 
for ostiich featheis, gums, wax, and other products of his 
country. 

Having arrived on the coast, Mr. Butler, in order to show 
confidence in the sheik, in an evil hour resolved to land. 
■Accompanied by a friend and a sailor he went to the resi- 
dence of the sheik. They were apparently well received, and a 
long conversation about their future plans ensued. At length 
the sheik announced that the cargo should be landed without 
delay, and told Mr. Butler to write to the captain to that effect. 
Mr. Butler demurred, saying that in case of its being landed 
it would be necessary for him to be on board to super- 
intend. As Mr. Butler persisted in refusing, he and the 
men who accompanied him were held as prisoners, and after 
some time the vessel left the coast. At fiist they were 
treated fairly well, and allowed a house and servants. They 
were assured that if the vessel returned and li.de was 
commenced all would be well. This proved to Ic only a 
pretext, as Mr. Butler was meantime told lo write to his friends 
for money. This was at once sent, and for several years a 
sum equal to 101. a month has been forwarded, which goes 
into the pocket of the sheik. But, no doubt with the intention 
of exti acting more money, the treatment of the captives was 
soon changed. They were confined to very small rooms, and 
almost wholly deprived of exercise. The excuse made for 
this was that the money paid was insufficient to provide guards 
enough for the detention of the prisoners if allowed greater 
liberty. 

One can hardly realize the fact that at the present day men 
are held for ransom not by avowed brigands, but by a ruler not 
located far inland, like the sovereigns of Abyssinia and 
Ashantee, but at a port not far from the sea, and at no great 
distance from Europe. Su^i, however, is the case. 

Mr. Butler’s father was for many years British vice-consul 
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at Tetuan. But, although of Irish descent, the family having 
settled in Spain became Spanish subjects, and connected with 
many noble families. Great influence has therefore been 
brought to bear on the Spanish government, and after much 
negotiation the sum of 5400f. was agreed to be paid to the 
sheik as ransom of the captives. This money has been long 
in the hands of the Spanish consul at Mogador, for the en- 
tire want of confidence on both sides prevents it from being 
paid. The slieik refuses to release the captives until the 
gold is in his hands, while the Spaniards will not part with 
it until the arrival of the captives at Mogador. Meantime the 
unfortunate men languish in what must now seem to them a 
hopeless captivity. Whenever, as sometimes happens, an 
unavoidable delay occurs in the arrival of the allowance, 
the wretched captives are made to feel their position more 
acutely by the increased rigour with which they are treated. 6 

The Ironmongers’ Company of London hold in trust a large 
sum of money for the redemption of slaves in Barbary. Mr. 
Thomas Betton, a Turkey merchant who himself underwent 
the liaulsliips of Moorish thraldom, left by his will, proved 
June 15, 1725, 26,0001., one moiety of the interest of which 
was to be always devoted to the rescue of British captives in 
Morocco. This money, which has been so long accumulating 
through want of objects to be expended upon, must now have 
reached a very large amount. But it is not improbable that 
close investigation would lead to the discovery of shipwrecked 
British subjects in captivity in Southern Morocco. 

The influence of the Sheik of Wadnoon extends among the 
wandering Arab tribes a long way south beyond the limits of 
the country which he rules. In case an attempt is made to 
carry into effect the flooding of a portion of the Sahara, so ably 
conceived by Mr. Mackenzie, it will be found that the favour 
of the Sheik will be all important to the undertaking. 
s Since tlie above was written Mr. Botler has been 6Ct at liberty. 
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Moors, the race of, 216. 

Morocoo, geography of, 212. 

Population of, 214. 

Morocco City, journey to, 99. 

Plain of, 120. 

Gardens of, 124. 
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Morocco City — 

First impressions of city, 124 
Our house in, 126. 

Disturbed state of, 128 
Gates of, 128. 

Visit to Jews’ qnarter, 130, 
131. 

Apathy of inhabitants, 131. 
Insults offered to us in, 135, 
144. 

Prison in, 137. 

Life in the house, 139. 
Arbitrary tribunal in, 138 
News in, 140 
Food in, 141. 

Fine views from, 143, 1S9 
Attempt to poison us in, 
148. 

History and general descrip- 
tion of, 157 
Markets, 168 
Local taxes, 170 
Manufactures, ib. 

Palace, 171 
Sanctuary, t b 
Fountains, 172. 

Jews' quarter, 173 
Inhabitants, 181 
Government, 183 
Thieves, 184. 

Morocco leather, 73, 170, 298. 
Mosques, 47, 50, 88, 165. 

The Katonbia, 135, 163 
Mount Washington, 38 
Mshra, 117. 

Mnley All’s gardens, 150. 

Muley Hassan, 129. 

Murders, 50, 105, 118, 184 

Narcissus Bbousso.vetii, 200. 
Negro race, 220. 

Nifys river, 118 

Oleander, 109. 

Olive tree, large at Soffi, 200. 
Orange flower-water, 358. 

Ostnch hunting, 308. 

Owl -mall apotios, 107- 


Paper. Nautilus, 53. 
Partridge-shooting, 316. 

Pigeons, wild, 86. 

Plough, 286. 

Poisoning us attempted, 148. 

Motives for this, 150. 

Powder play, 28 
Prayer, houra of, 266. 

Prisons, 15, 137, 165, 191, 256. 
Proverbs, Arab, 179, 219. 
Punishments, 252. 

Quarantine, 84 

Babbits, 321. 

Keforms urgently required, 259. 
BenegadeB, 222. 

Bevenue, 247 

Safpi, 195. 

Sanctuary at, 196. 

Surf at, 199. 

Large olive-tree near, 200 
Saint houses, 57 
Salt, Lake of, 193. 

Sanatorium, site for, 39. 
Sanctuaries, 251 
Schools, 48 
Scienco, 164. 

Soorpions, 47 

Charm against, in City of Mo- 
rocco, 175. 

Seshoua, 108. 

Sharif, the Grand, of Wazan, 
24. 

Account of his wedding, 360 
Shebbel, 45, 207. 

Shluh race, 217. 

Slilub village, 89. 

Shooting, 46, 66, 86, 93, 101, 187, 
316. 

Shraa, 257. 

Sidi Moktar Sanctuary, 104, 108. 
Slavery, 226. 

Snakes, 309. 

In houses, 132. 

Snake charmers, 144. 

Soldier guards, necessity for. 153. 
Spy, a. 102 
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Squirrels, 108. 

Starlings, immense flocks of, 86. 
Stone-throwing, story of superna- 
tural, 276. 

Sultan, the, 28, 58, 123, 130, 179, 
244. 

Superstitions, 271. 

Tabu, 162. 

Tabib, the, 306 
Taghareet what, 32. 

Tangier, 2. 

Disembarking at, 3 . 

Lord Sandwich’s journal, con- 
cerning, 6. 

Pepys’ mention of, 7. 

Given np by the English, 9. 
Town described, 11. 

Batteries, 14. 

Citadel, it. 

Hotels, 15. 

Amusements, 17. 

Antiquities, 18. 

Gardens, 19. 

Coffee-houses, 20. 

Prices at, 21. 

Institutions, 22 
Climate, 23. 

Tax collection, 42 


Tea-drinking, 122, 238. 

Tensift river, 110, 186. 

Bridge over, 150. 

Threshing, 288. 

Tortoises, 311. 

Taking bait. 111. 

Tortures, 255. 

Trade of Morocco, 335. 

Tabular views of, 340. 
Treasure, hidden, 300. 

Truffles, 291. 

Turkeys, 142. 

Tweff el Arras, what, 34 

Vegetation, cunous distribution 
of, 120. 

Voyage, 1. 

Wad.voon, the Sheik of, 362. 
Wages, 21, 289. 

Water, effectB of, on animals, 106. 
On vegetation, 109, 116, 283, 
285. 

Wedding, a Moorish, 30 
A Jewish, 31. 

Weights and Measures, 34-1 
Wheat crop, 289. 

Wild boar, 301. 

Yezid, Sultan, story of, 198 
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Dana (Jas. D.) Corals and Coral Islands. Numerous 

Illustrations, charts, &c. New and Cheaper Edition, with numerous 
important Additions and Corrections Crown 8vo. cloth extra. 8f dd. 

“ Professed geologists and zoologists, as well as general readers, will 
find Professor Dana’s book m e\ery way worthy of their attention.” 
— The Athcnerusn, October 12, 1872 

D aughter (A) of Heth, by Wm. Black. Eleventh and Cheaper 

edition. i\ol crown 8 vo 6 s 


Davies (Wm.) The Pilgrimage of the Tiber, from its 

Mouth to its Source . with some account of its Tributaries 8vo , with 
many \ cry fine Woodcuts and a Map, cloth extra. Second Edition i8r. 

Devonshire Hamlets ; Hamlet 1603* Hamlet 1604. I Vol. 

8\ o 7 s 6 d 

De Witt (Madame Guizot). An Only Sister. Vol. V. 
of the “John Halifax” Series of Girls’ Books With Six Illustrations. 
Small pObt 8\ 0 cloth 4 s 

Draper (John W.) Human Physiology. Illustrated with 

more than 300 Woodcuts from Photographs, &c. Royal 8vo. doth 
extra. 1/ 5s. 

Duer’s Marine Insurance. . 2 vols. 3/. 3J. 

Duplais and McKennie, Treatise on the Manufacture and 
Distillation of Alcoholic Liquors. With numerous Engravings. 
8vo. 2/ 2 s 

Duplessis (G.) Wonders of Engraving. With numerous 

Illustrations and Photographs. 8vo. 12 s. 6d> 

Dussauce (Professor H.) A New and Complete Treatise 

on the Art of Tanning. Royal 8vo. 2/. xor 

General Treatise on the Manufacture of Vinegar. 

8vo. xl. xs. 
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S NGLISH Catalogue of Books (The) Published 
during 1863 to 1871 inclusive, comprising also the Important 
American Publications 

This Volume occupying over 450 Pages shows the Titles 
of 3 2,ooo New Books and New Editions issued during Nine 
Years, 'with thjp Size Price, ard Publishers Name, the Lists of Learned 
Societies, Printing Clubs and other Literary Associations and the Books 
issued by them as also the Publisher’s Series and Collections — altogether 
forming an indispensable adjunct to the Booksellers Establishment, as 
well as to every Learned and Literary Club and Association 30s half 
bound 

* # # The previous Volume, 18^ to 186a, Of which a \cr> few remain on 
sale, price 2/ y as also the Index Volume 1837 to 185/, price it 6s 

— Supplements, 1863, 1864, 1865, y. 6 d eich, 1866, 

1867 to 1874, 5* each 

English Writers, Chapters for Self impiovement in English 

Literature by the author of ‘ 1 he Gentle Life 6 j 

Matrons and their Profession, With some Con 

siderations as to its Various Branches its National \ alue and the 
Education it requires By M L F Writer of M> Life and what 
shall I do with it * Battle of the Two Philosophic* and Strong 
and Free * Crown 8\o, cloth extra 7 s 6d 

Erckmann-Chatnan. Forest House and Catherine’s 

Lovers Crown 8\o y 6 d 

■ The Brothers Rantzau A Story of the Vosges. 

a\ols crown 8 vo cloth 21 s New Edition 1 \ol profusely illus- 
trated Cloth extra 

Evans (C ) OveT the Hills and Far Away B\ C E\ A\s, 
Author of A. Strange Friendship* One Volume crown 8\o cloth 
extra ior 6d 

A Strange Friendship Crown S\o , cloth 5*. 

Evans (T W ) History of the American Ambulance, 

established in Pans dunng the Siege of 1870-71 Together with the 
Details of its Method and its Work By 1 hom \s W Lvans M D , 
D D S Imperial 8vo with numerous illustrations cloth extra price 
35 * 



AITH GARTNEY'S Girlhood, by the Author of 

“The Gayworthys " Fcap with Coloured Frontispiece 3s 6d 

Favourite EngUsh Poems. New and Extended 

Edition, with 300 illustrations Small 4to air 


Favell (The) Children. Three Little Portraits Ciown i2mo. 

Four Illustrations Cloth gilt 4* 

" A very useful and clever story "—John Bull 


Few (A) Hints on Proving Wills. Enlarged Edition, sewed. 
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Field (M, B.) Memories of Many Men and of some* 
Women. Post 8vo., cloth, ioj 6 d. 

Fields (J. T.) Yesterdays with Authors. Crown 8vo. io s.6d. 

Fleming’s (Sandford) Expedition. See Ocean to Ocean. 

Flemish and French Pictures. With Notes concerning 
the Painters and then Works by F G Stephens, Author of" Flemish 
Relics," “ Memoirs of Sir Edwin Landseer," fLc Small 4U). cloth e\tra, 
bevelled boards, gilt sides, back, and edges 1/ 8* 

Flammarion (C.) The Atmosphere. Translated from the 
French of Camille Flammarion Edited by James Glaisher, 
f RS, Superintendent of the Magnetical and Meteorological Depart- 
ment of the Roynl Observatory at Greenwich With 10 beautiful 
Chromo-Lithographs and 81 woodcuts. Rojal 8vo. cloth extra, bevelled 
boards. 30s. 

Forbes (J. G.) Africa: Geographical Exploration and 
Christian Enterprise, from the F arliest limes to the Present By 
J Gkl \n Fokbls Crown 8vo , cloth exua, 7 s 6d 

Franc (Maude Jeane) Emily's Choice, an Austialian Tale. 

1 vol small post 8yo. With a Frontispiece by 6 F Angas 5*. 

Hall’s Vineyard. Small post Svo , cloth. 4 r. 

John’s Wife. A Story of Life in South Australia. 

Small post 8vo , cloth extra 4$ 

Marian, or the Light of Some One's Home. Fcp. 

3rd Edition, with Frontispiece 5s 

Silken Cords and Iron Fetters. 4 s. 

Vermont Vale. Small post 4to., with Frontispiece. $s. 

- Minnie's Mission. Small post 8vo., with Frontis- 

piece. 4 s. 

Fnswell (J. H.) See Gentle Life Series. 

One of Two. 3 vols. 1/. iu, 6d. 

Fnswell (Laura.) The Gingerbread Maiden; and other 
Stones With Illustration. Square cloth. 3* 6 d 



AYWORTHYS (The), a Story of New England 

Life. Small post 8vo. y. 6d. 

Gems of Dutch Art. Twelve Photographs from 
finest Engravings in British Museum. Sup. royal 410 doth 
extra. 25s 


, Gentle Life (Queen Edition). 2 vols. m 1. Small 4to. tor. 6 d. 
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Girls’ Books. A Series written, edited, or translated by the 

Author of " John Halifax.” Small post 8vo , cloth extra, 4*. each, 
i. Little Sunshine’s Holiday. 

а. The Cousin from India. 

. 3. Twenty Years Ago. 

4. Is it True 

5. An Only Sister. By Madame Guizot Db Witt. 

б. Miss Moore. 

Gospels (Four), with Bida’s Illustrations. See Bida. 

Gray (Robertson) Brave Hearts. Small post 8vo. 3 s, 6d. 

Gouraud (Mdlle.) Four Gold Pieces. Numerous Illus- 
trations. Small post 8vo , cloth 25 6d See also Rose Library. 
Grant (Rev. G. M.) See Ocean to Ocean. 

Greenleaf’s Law of Evidence. 13th Edition. 3 vols. 84J. 
Guizot’s History of France. Translated by Robert Black. 

Royal 8vo Numerous Illustrations Vols I , II and III , cloth extra 
each 24 s. , in Parts, 2J each (to be completed in two more volumes). 

Guyon (Mad.) Life. By Upham. Third Edition. Crown 

8yo dr. 

Method of Prayer. Foolscap, u. 

Guyot (A.) Physical Geography. By Arn.^d Guyot, 
_ Author of “ Earth and Man ” In 1 volume, large , 128 pp , nume- 
rous coloured Diagrams, Maps and Woodcuts, price iot. 6d , strong 
boards 



f*ALE (E. E.) In His Name; a Story of the Dark 

Ages Small post 8vo , cloth, 35 6tl. 

Hackldnder (F. W.) Bombardier H. and Cor- 
poral Dose ; or, Military Life in Prussia. Firbt Senes 
The Soldier in Time of Peace, Translated (by permission of the Author) 
from the German of F W Hachlander. By F E. R. and HER 
Crown 8vo , cloth extra, 5J 

Harrington (J.) Pictures of Saint George’s Chapel, Wind- 

sor Photographs. 4to. 63s 

Harrington’s Abbey and Palace of Westminster. Photo- 

graphs. 5/. 51. 


Harper’s Handbook for Travellers in Europe., and the 
East. New Edition, 1874. Post 8vo. Morocco tuck, 1 1. i'u. 6d. 

Haswell (Chas. H.) The Engineers’ and Mechanics’ 
Pocket-Book. 30th Edition, revised and enlarged I vino, morocco 
tuck, 14*. 

Hawthorne (Mrs. N.) Notes in England and Italy. Crown 

8 vo. 1 of. 6/. 
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Hayes (Dr.) Cast Away in the Cold; an Old Man’s Story 

Sfi Y “e Mans Adventures By Dr I Isaac Haves, Author of 
ine Open Polar Sea With numerous Illustrations Gilt edges, 6x. 

'* The Land of Desolation ; Personal Narrative of Ad- 
ventures in Greenland Numerous Illustrations. Demy 8%o.. doth 
extia. 14^ 1 * 


Hazard (S.) Santo Domingo, Past and Present; With a . 

Glance at Hayti With upwards of One Hundred and Fifty beautiful 
\\ oodcuts and Maps, chicflj from Designs and Sketches by the Author. 
Dem} 8vo cloth extra i8r 


Hazard (S.) Cuba with Pen and Pencil. Over 300 Fine 
\\ oodcut Engravings New edition, 8\o cloth evtra. 15c 

Hazlitt (William) The Round Table. (Bayaid Series.) 

zs 6d 


Healy (M.) Lakeville. 3 vols tills. 6d. 

A Summer's Romance. Ciown 8vo., cloth, tor. 6 d. 

The Home Theatre. Small post Svo 3r. 6 d. 

— Out of the World. A Novel. Thiee Volumes, 

crown 8>o cloth extra xi iu 6d 


Henderson (A.) Latin Proverbs and Quotations ; with 
7 ranslations and Parallel Passages, and a copious English Index. By 
ALrkLD Henderson IVip 4to,53opp ior 6 d 

Hearth Ghosts. By the Author of “ Gilbeit Rugge.” 3 Vols. 
1/ nr 6 d 

Heber’s (Bishop) Illustrated Edition of Hymns. With 

upwards of 100 Designs engraved in the first style of art under the 
superintendence of J D. Cooper. Small 4to. Handsomely bound, 
•js 6 d 

Higginson (T. W.) Atlantic Essays. Small post 8vo. 6r. 

Hitherto. By the Author of “ The Gayworthys.” New Edition, 
cloth extra 3-r 6d Also in Lou ‘s American Senes Double Vol as. 6 d. 

Hofmann (Carl) A Practical Treatise on the Manufac- 
ture of Paper in all its Branches. Illustrated by One Hundred and 
*len Wood Engravings, and Five large Folding Plates. In One Volume, 
4to, doth , about 400 pages. 3/. ijr. 6d. 

Holland (Dr.) Kathrina and Titcomb’s Letters. See LoVs 
American Senes. 


— Mistress of the Manse. 2 s. 6d. See also Rose Library. 

Holmes (Oliver W.) The Guardian Angel ; a Romance. 
3 vols. i6f 

— (Low’s Copyright Series.) Boards, u. 6d . ; doth, 2s. 



22 


Sampson Low and Co.'s 


ACK HAZARD, a Story of Adventure by J T. 

Trowbridge Numerous illustrations, small post 3 s 6d 

Jackson (H.) Argus Fairbaime ; or, a Wrong 

Ne\er Righted By Henry Jackson, Author of “Hearth 
Ghosts/’ 8-c Three volumes, crown 8vo , doth, 31 s 6d 



Jacquemart (J.) History of the Ceramic Art* Descnptne 
and Analytical Study of the Potteries of all Times and of all Nations 
By Albert Jacquemart 200 Woodcuts by H Catenacci and J 
Jacquemart 12 Steel plate Engra\ ings, and 1,000 Marks and Mono- 
grams Translated by Mrs Bury Pylliser In 1 vol , super royal 
8vo , of about 700 pp , cloth extra, gilt edges, 42* [Ready 

“ This is one of those few gift books which, while they can certaii ly 
lie on a table and look berutiful, can also be read through with real 
pleasure and profit ” — Times, December 13. 


Jessup (H. H.) The Women of the Arabs. With a Chapter 
for Children By the Rev Hi-nry Harris Jessup, D D , seventeen 
years Amen can Missionary in Sjna Crown 8vo , cloth extra, ior 6d 


Jilted. A Novel 3 vols l/. iu 6 tf. 


Johnson (R. B.) Very Far West Indeed. A tew rough 

Experiences on the North West Pacific Coast Cr 8vo cloth ror 6d 
New Edition — the Fourth, fancy boards 2 r 



^EDGE Anchor, or Young Sailor’s Assistant, by 

W11 Brady 8vo. i8r 

Kennan (G.) Tent Life in Siberia. 3rd edition. 6 s. 
Kennaway (L. J.) Crusts. A Settler’s Fare due South; 

or. Life in New Zealand Illustrations by the Author Crown 8vo 
cloth extra 5s 

Kent (Chancellor) Commentaries on American Law. 

12th edition. 4 vols. 8vo 5/ 


King (Clarence) Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada, 

crown 8 vo Third and Cheaper Edition, cloth extra 6s 

The Times of Oct 20th says — “If we judge his descriptions by 
the vivid impressions they leave, we feel inclined to give them very high 
praise " 


Knight (C.) A Romance of Acadia Two Centuries Ago. 

From a Sketch by the late Charles Knight In 3 vols crown 8vo 
it sis 6d 
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Koldewey (Capt.) The Second North German Polar 

Expedition in the Year i86g-7o, of the Ships “ Germania ’* and 
“Hansa," under command of Captain Koldewey Edited and con- 
densed by H W 13 ATI'S, Esq , and Translated by Louis Mercifr, 
M A (Oxon ) Numerous Woodcuts, Maps, and Chromo-lithographs 
Royal 8vo, doth extra i / 15* 


(Laura C. M.) Gentleman Verschoyle. 

ols tl iij 6r/ 

* (Dr.) An Historical and Statistical Account 
New South Wales, from the Founding of the Colony 
m 1788 to the present day, including details of the remarkable discoveries 
of Gold, Copper, and Tin in that Colony By John Dunmore Lang, 
DD,AM, Senior Minister of the Scotch Church, Sjdney Fourth 
Edition In 2 vols , crown 8vo, cloth e\tia 1/ is 

hang (J. D.) The Coming Event. 8vo. 12 s. 

L’Estrange (Sir G. B ) Recollections of Sir George 

B. L'Estrange. With Heliotype reproductions 8vo cloth extra. 14J 

Le Due (V.) How to Build a House. By ViolletLeDuc, 

Author of “The Dictionary of Architecture/' &.c Numerous Illustra- 
tion*, Plans, &.C One vol , medium 8vo, cloth, gilt edge* 121 

Annals of a Fortress. Numeioiis Illustrations and 

Diagrams Demy 8vo, cloth extra r-r 

Lee (G. R.) Memoirs of the American Revolutionary 

War. 8vo z6s. 

Les sing’s Laocoon : an Essay upon the Limits of Painting 

and Poetry, with remarks illustrative of various points in the History of 
Ancient \rt By Gotthold Ephraim Ltssing A New Translation 
by Ellln Frotiiingh vu, crown 8 vo cloth extra 5* 

Lindsay (W. S.) History of Merchant Shipping and 

Ancient Commerce In 4 vols Vols I and if , demy 8vo 21J each 

Locker (A) The Village Surgeon. A Fiagment of Auto- 
biography. By Arthur Locker, Author of “Sweet Seventeen" 
Crown 8vo , cloth. New Edition. 3 s. 6d, 

Little Preacher. 32010. is. 

Longfellow (H. W.) The Poets and Poetry of Europe. 

New Edition 8vo. doth, z /. xr. 

Loomis (Elias). Recent Progress of Astronomy. Post 8yo. 

?s. 6d. 

Practical Astronomy^ 8vo. 10s. 
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Low’s Half-Crown Series, choicely bound, cloth, gilt edges, 
small post 8vo. 

1. Sea-Gull Rock. By Julrs Sandeau. Numerous Illustrations 

2. The House on Wheels. By Madame Stolz. Numerous Illus- 

trations. 

3 The Mistress of the Manse. By Dr. Holland 

4. Undine, and the Two Captains. By Fouqu£. Illustrations. 

5. Draxy Miller’s Dowry and the Elder’s Wife. 

6. The Four Gold Pieces. By Madame Gouraud. Numerous 

Illustrations 

7. Pkciola ; or, The Prison Flower. By X. B Saintine. Nume- 

rous Illustrations. 

Low's Copyright and Cheap Editions of American 
Authors, comprising Popular Works, reprinted by arrange- 
ment with their Authors : — 

z. Haunted Hearts. By the Author of ** The Lamplighter.** 

2. The Guardian Angel. By “ The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.” 

3. The Minister’s Wooing. By the Author of “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin-” 

4. Views Afoot. By Bayard Taylor. 

5. Kathrina, Her Life and Mine. By J. G Holland. 

6. Hans Brinker : or. Life in Holland By Mrs Dodge. 

7 Men, Women, and Ghosts. By Miss Phelps 

8. Society and Solitude. By Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

9 Hedged In. By Elizabeth Phelps 
xi. Faith Gartney 

X2. Stowe’s Old Town Folks. 2s. 6 d ; cloth, 3* 

13. Lowell’s Study Windows. 

14. My Summer in a Garden. By Charles Dudley Warner. 

15. Pink and White Tyranny. By Mrs Stowe 
6 We Girls. By Mrs. Whitney. 

20 Back-Log Studies. By Charles Dudley Warner, Author of 
” My Summer in a Garden ” 

“ This is a delightful book ” — Atlantic Monthly. 

22. Hitherto By Mrs T. D Whitney Double Volume, as. 6 d. 
fancy flexible boards 

23. Farm Ballads, by WilL Carleton, price ONE SHILLING. 

Low's Monthly Bulletin of American and Foreign Publi- 
cations, forwarded regularly Subscription as. 6 d. per annum. 

Low's Standard Library of Travel and Adventure. 
Crown 8vo. Bound uniformly in cloth extra, 7 s. 6 d. each 
volume. 

x The Great Lone Land. By W. F. Butler. With Illustrations 
and Map Fifth Edition. 

2 The Wild North Land • the Story of a Winter Journey with 
Dogs across Northern North America. By W F. Butler. With 
numerous Woodcuts and a Map Fifth Edition. 

3 * I Found Livingstone. By H. M Stanley. Introductory 
Chapter on the Death of Livingstone, with a Brief Memoir. 

4 The Threshold of the Unknown Region. By C. R. Mark- 
ham New Edition (the third) With Maps and Illustrations. N 
5. A Whaling Cruise to Baffin's Bay and the Gulf of Bootfiia. 
By A, H. Markham. New Edition. Two Maps and several 
Illustrations. 

V other volumes in preparation . 
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Low’s Standard Novels Crown 8 mj 6 i. each, cloth extra. 

A Daughter of Hetb Bj W Bi-aca With Frontupitce by F 
V \ LK.ER A R A r ' 

Kilmeny A Novel 13 > W Black. 

In Silk Attire Third Edition 
Lorna Doone B> K 1) Llackmore 
C radock Nowell R D Blackmore 
Clara Vaughan Bj R D Blackmore 
I nnocent B> Mrs Oiiihant Light Illustrations 

a Story of Expu icncc By Lot a a M Alcott Illustrations 
{Ctee also Rose Libmi} ) 

Mistress Judith a C imlndgeshire Storx By C C Frazer 
I \ ti r 

Ninety Three By Victor Hugo Numerous illustrations 

Low s Handbook to the Chanties of London for 1874* 

r hted and Reused to Tebn ar>, *873 b\ Chiles MACKrsoN, T S S . 
> ditor of v Guide to the Churches of London and us Suburbs. ’ &.c 
Price is 

Lunn (J C ) Only Eve 3 vols 31* 6 d 

Lyre (A A ) The Midshipman’s Trip to Jerusalem. 

With ill stint ion Ihird Ldition Crown 8% o , cloth tor 6d 

Lyra Sacra Americana Gems of Ameucan Poetry, selected 
and nrrnn cd With Notes and Biographical Sketches, bj C D Clrvb- 
Ln £> X) L) author of the Milton Concordance i8ujd 4s 6d. 



AC GAHAN (J A ) Campaigning on the Oxus 
and the Fall of Khiva W ith Map and numerous Illustra 
tiona Ihird Ldiuon Demj 8\o cloth extra, 1 Sr 

Macgregor (John,) “Rob Roy” on the Baltic. 

II ird Edition small post 8vo 2J 6 d 


Macgregor (John) A Thousand Miles in the “ Rob 

Roy Canoe Eleventh Edition Small po t, 8\o 2 r 6 d 


Description of the “ Rob Roy " Canoe, with 

plans fitv. ir 


The Voyage Alone m the Yawl “Rob Roy.” 

Second Edition Small post, 8vo 51 t 

Mahony (M F ) A Chronicle of the Fennors ; Horace 
Walpole in Love By M F Mahonv 2 vols demy 8vo, with 
steel portrait 245 


Mamgault, The Maid of Florence; or, a Woman’s Ven- 
geance 0 s 6 d 

March (A ) Anglo-Saxon Reader. 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 

Comparative Grammar of the Anglo-Saxon Lan- 
guage 8\0 125 



26 


Sampson Low and Co.’s 


Marcy (R. B.) Thirty Years of Army Life. Royal 8vo. 

12 S. 


— Prairie and Overland Traveller. 2J. 6 d. 

Marigold Manor. By Miss Waring. With Introduction by 

Rev. A. Saw ell. With Illustrations. Small post 8vo 4; 

Markham (A. H.) The Cruise of the 11 Rosario.” By 

A H. Markham, Commander, R N. Bvo. cloth extra, with Map ana 
Illustrations, x6r. 

A Whaling Cruise to Baffin’s Bay and the Gulf 

of Boot^ixa With an Account of the Rescue, by hia Ship, of the 
Survivors of the Crew of the ,f Polaris , ’* and a Description of Modern 
Whale Fishing Second and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. a Maps 
and several Illustration^. Cloth extra. 7 r. 6 ci. 

Markham (C. R.) The Threshold of the Unknown Region. 
Crown 8vo. with Maps and Illustrations Third Edition, cloth extra, 
7 s 6 d 

Marlitt (Miss) The Princess of the Moor. Tauchmtz Trans- 
lations 

Marsh (G. P.) Origin and History of the English Lan- 

guage 8vo. i6r. 

The Earth, as modified by human action, being 

a New Edition of “ Man and Nature ” Rojal S\o , cloth, i8r 

Lectures on the English Language. Svo. 15*. 

Martin’s Vineyard. By Agnes Harrison. Crown 8vo. cloth. 

1 or. 6d 

Mason (C. W.) The Rape of the Gamp. 3 vols. 31 s. 6 d 

Masterpieces of the Pitti Palace, and other Picture Gal- 
leries of Florence, with some Account of the Artists and 
their Paintings. Atlas 4to. handsomely bound in cloth extra, gilt 
edges. 3/ 131 6 d. 

Masters (The) of Claythorpe. By the Author of “Only 
Eve." 3 vols. crown 8vo. cloth. 31J. 6 d. 

Matthews (Wm.) See Getting on in the World. 

Maury (Commander) Physical Geography of the Sea and 
its Meteorology. Being a Reconstruction and Enlargement of his former 
Work; with illustrative Charts and Diagrams. New Edition. Crown 
8vo. 6 j. 
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May (J. W.) A Treatise on the Law of Insurance. 

Third Edition. 8vo 38*. 

McMullen’s History of Canada. 8vo. i6x. 

Mercier (Rev. L.) Outlines of the Life of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 2 yoIs crown 8vo. 15*. 

Michell (N.) The Heart’s Great Rulers, a Poem, and 

Wanderings from the Rhine to the South Sea Islands Fcap 8vo. 35. 6 d. 

Milton’s Complete Poetical Works ; with Concordance by 

W. D Cleveland. New Edition 8vo 12* , morocco 1/ is. 

— Paradise Lost, with the original Steel Engravings of 

John Martin Printed on large paper, royal 4to. handsomely bound. 
3/. 135-. 6d. 

Miss Dorothy’s Charge. By Frank Lee Benedict, Author 

of “ My Cousin Eleuor " 3 vols crown 8vo. 31J. 6 d. 

Missionary Geography (The); a Manual of Missionary 
Operations in all parts of the World, with Map and Illustrations. Fcap. 
3* 6d 

Mistress Judith. A Carabridgeshue Story. By C. C. 
Fr \ser-1ytler, Author of u Jasmine Leigh ’* A New and Cheaper 
Edition In one volume, small post 8vo , cloth extra. 6s 

Monk of Monk’s Own. 3 vols. 31J. 6 d. 

Montaigne’s Essays. See Gentle Life Series. 

Morgan’s Macaronic Poetry. i6mo. 12 s. 

Mountain (Bishop) Life of. By his Son. 8vo. ioj. 6d. 

Mundy (D. L.) Rotomahana, or the Boiling Springs of 

New Zealand. Sixteen Photographs, with deicnpti\e Letterpress. 
By D L Mundy Edited by Dr F Von Hochstetter. Imperial 
4to. cloth extra. 42s. 

My Cousin Maurice. A Novel. 3 vols. Cloth, 31* 6d. 

My Lady’s Cabinet. Charmingly Decorated with Lovely 
Drawings and Exquisite Miniatures Contains Seventy-five Pictures. 
Royal 4to , and very handsomely bound in cloth 1 /. is. 

Myers (P. V. N.) Remains of Lost Empires. 8vo. Cloth, ifix. 



APOLEON I., Recollections of. By Mrs. Abell. 

Third Edition Revised with additional matter by her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Charles Johnstone. Demy 8vo With Steel 
Portrait and Woodcuts. Cloth extra, gilt edges, ior. 6a. 
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Napoleon III. in Exile : The Posthumous Works and Un- 

published Autographs. Collected and arranged by CotJNT DE la 
Chapelle. 8 vo , cloth extra 14^. 

Narrative of Edward Crewe, The. Personal Adventures 

and Expenences in New Zealand. Small post 8vo , cloth extra. 5?. 

Never Again: a Novel. By Dr. Mayo, Author of “Kaloo- 

lah " New and Cheaper Edition, in One Vol , small post 6vo. 6s. 
Cheapest edition, fancy boards, zs. 

New Testament. The Authonzed English Version ; with the 
various Readings from the most celebrated Manuscripts, including the 
Sinaxtic, the Vatican, and the Alexandrian MSS , in English \Vith 
Notes by the Editor, Dr. Tischendorf The whole revised and care- 
fully collected for the Thousandth Volume of Baron Tauchnitz’s Collec- 
tion. Cloth flexible, gilt edges, 2$. td , cheaper style, zs ; or sewed, 
is 6d 

Noel (Hon. Roden) Livingstone in Africa; a Poem. 
By the Hon Rodex Noel, Author of “Beatrice,” &c. Post 8vo , limp 
cloth extra, as 6d 

Nordhoff (C.) California : for Health, Pleasuie, arJ Resi- 
dence. A Book for Travellers and Settlers. Numerous Illustrations, 
8vo , cloth extra. 12 s. 6d 

Northern California, Oregon, and the Sandwich 

Islands. Square 8vo , cloth extra, price i2r. 

Nothing to Wear, and Two Millions. By William 
Allen Butleh ir 

Nystrom’s Mechanic’s Pocket Book. 12th edition. iSr. 


CEAN to Ocean. Sandford Fleming’s Expedition 
3 lyW* p through Canada in 1872 By the Rev. Gfokge M. Grant, 
V ith Sixty Illustrations. Demy 8\o , cloth extra, pp 372. 
ios 6d 

Old Fashioned Girl. See Alcott. 

Old Masters. Da Vinci, Bartolomeo, Michael Angelo, Ro 
magna. Carlo Dolci, &c, &c. Reproduced in Photography from the 
Celebrated Engravings by Longhi, Anderloni, Garavaglui, Toschi, and. 
Raimondi, in the Collection of Prints and Drawings in the British 
Museum, with Biographical Notices. By Stephen Thompson. Imperial 
folio, cloth extra. 3/. 131 6d.‘ 

Oliphant (Mrs.) Innocent. A Tale of Modem Life. By 

Mrs. Oliphant, Author of “ The Chronicles of Carlingford,” &c., &c. 
>>Vith Eight full-page Illustrations. Small post 6vo., doth extra, fir. 
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One Only ; A Novel. By Eleanor C. Price. 2 vols. Crown 

8vo., cloth, 21s. 

Only Eve. By Mrs. J. Calbraixh Lunn Three Vols. 

post S\ 0 cloth. 31$ 6d. 

Our American Cousins at Home. By Vera, Author of 

“ Under the Red Cro^s " Illustrated with Pen and Ink Sketches, by 
the Author, and several fine Photographs. Crown 8vo, cloth g s 

Our Little Ones m Heaven. Edited by Rev. H. Robbins, 
With Frontispiece after Sir Joshua Reynolds Second Edition. 
Fcap 3 s 6 d 



ALLISER (Mrs.) A History of Lace, from the 

Earliest Period A New and Re\i-»ed Edition, with upwards 
of 100 Illustrations and coloured Designs 1 vol 8vo 1/ ir. 

[AVw Edition in the Press. 


“ One of the most rendu We books of the season , permanently valuable, 
al\\a>b interesting, often amusing, and not inferior in all the essentials 
of a gift book ” — Times 


Historic Devices, Badges, and War Cries. 8vo. 

1 1. IS. • 


The China Collector’s Pocket Companion. With 

upwards of 1,000 Illustration* of Marks and Monograms. Second 
Edition, v nh Additions. Small post Svo , limp cloth, 51 
" We scarcely need add that a more trustworthy and convenient hand- 
book does not c\i*,t, and that others besides ourselves will feel grateful 
to Mrs Palliscr for the care and skill she has bestowed upon it.”— 
Academy 

Parsons (T.) A Treatise on the Law of Marine Insurance 
and General Average. By Hon. Theophilus Parsons 2 vols. 8vo. 
3* 3* 

A Treatise on the Law of Shipping. 2 vols. 8vo. 

3f 3** 

Parisian Family. From the French of Madame Guizot De 
Witt. Fcap 5 s 

Phelps (Miss) Gates Ajar. 321110. 6d. 

— , Men, Women, and Ghosts. i2mo. Sd. is.6d . ; cl. 2 s. 

Hedged In. i2ino. Sewed, 1 s» 6 d . ; doth, 2 j. 

Silent Partner. $s. 

_ Trotty’s Wedding Tour. Small post 8vo. 3 j* 6d. 

■ ■ - What to Wear. Foolscap 8vo., fancy hoards. 
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Phillips (L.) Dictionary of Biographical Reference. 8ve. 

i/. iis. 6tL 

Phillips' Law of Insurance. 5th Edition, 2 vols. 3/. 3*. 

Picture Gallery of British Art (The). Thirty-eight beautiful 
and Permanent Photographs after the most celebrated English Painters. 
With Descriptive Letterpress. Vols i to 3, doth extra, i8x. each 

Pike (N.) Sub -Tropical Rambles in the Land of the 

Aphan apteryx. In 1 vol demy 8vo i8r Profusely Illustrated from 
the Author's own Sketches, also with Maps and valuable Meteorological 
Charts. 

Planner's Manual of Qualitative and Quantitative Ana- 
lysis with the Blow-Pipe From the last German Edition, revised and 
enlarged By Prof Th Richter, of the Royal Saxon Mining Academy. 
Translated by Prof H B Cornwall, Assistant in the Columbia 
School of Mines, New York. Illustrated with 87 Woodcuts and 1 
Lithographic Plate. Second Edition, revised and reduced in price. 

8 vo. cloth 21J 

Plutarch’s Lives. An Entirely New and Library Edition. 
Edited by A H. Clough, Esq 5 vols 8vo , 2/. ior. ; half morocco, 

• top gilt, 3/. 

Morals. Uniform with Clough’s Edition of “ Lives of 

Plutarch ” Edited by Professor Goodwin 5 vols. 8vo. 3/ 3J 

Poe (E. A.) The Works of. 4 vols. 2/. 2s. 

Poems of the Inner Life. J N*- - Revised, with 

many addition'll Poems, inserted by permission of the Authors Small 
post 8vo , cloth js. 

Polar Expedition. See Koldeway rut! Maikham. 

Poor (H. V.) Manual of the Railroads of the United 

States for 1874-5; Showing their Mileage, Stocks, Bonds, Cost, 
Earnings, Expenses, and Organisations, with a Sketch of their Rise, &c. . 
1 vol 8vo. 24 s 

Portraits of Celebrated Women. By C. A. Ste.-Beuve. 

tamo. 6s. 6d 

A Practical Treatise on the Manufacture of Colours 
for Painting By MM. Riffault, Vergnaud and Toussaint. Re- 
vised and Edited by M F Malepeyre. Translated from the French 
by A A Fesquet Illustrated by 85 Engravings. 8vo. 31X. 6d. 

Preces Veterum. Collegit et edidit Joannes F. France. Crown 

8vo , cloth, red edges. 5$. 

Preu (M. T.) German Primer. Square doth. 2s. 6d. 
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Prime (I.) Fifteen Years of Prayer. Small post 8vo., doth. 

31. €d. 

(E. D. G.) Around the World. Sketches of Travel 

. through Many Lands and over Many Seas, 8vo., Illustrated. 141. 

(W. C.) I go a- Fishing. Small post 8vo., cloth. 5$. 

Publishers’ Circular (The), and General Record of British 

and Foreign Literature , giving a transcript of the title-page of every 
work published in Great Britain, and every work of interest published 
broaa, with lists of all the publishing houses. 

Published regularly on the ist and 15th of every Month, and forwarded 
post free to all parts of the world on payment of 8«r per annum. 


ALSTON (W. R. S.) Early Russian History. 

Four Lectures delivered at 0 \foid by \V« R. S Ralston, 
M A. Crown 8 \o , cloth extra 5* 

Randolph (Mrs.) Clarice Adair. 3 vols. I /. 1 ls. 6 d. 

Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia. By Dr. Johnson. With 
Introduction by the Re\ William West, Vicar of Naim. (Bayard 
Series ) 2 s 6d 

Reminiscences of America in 1869, by Two Englishmen. 

Ci own 8vo. 7 5 td. 

Reynard the Fox. The Prose Translation ty the late Thomas 
Roscor. With ahont r« c .qiusiie Illustrations on Wood, after designs 
byA j Elm ns Imperial lOmo cloth extra, 71 6,/ 

Richardson (A. S.) Stories from Old English Poetry, 

Small port 810,, doth. 5s 

Riffault (MM.) A Practical Treatise on the Manufacture 

of Colours for Painting. Illustrated 31 s.td. 



Rivington’s (F.) Life of St. Paul. With map. 51. 

Rochefoucauld’s Reflections. Flexible cloth extra. 2s. 6 d. 

(Bayard Senes.) 

Rogers (S.) Pleasures of Memory. See u Choice Editions 

of Choice Books.” 5 s. 


Rohlfs (Dr. G.) AdventureB in Morocco and Journeys 
through the Oases of Draa and Tafilet. By Dr. Gerhart Ro hlfs, 
Gold Medallist of the Royal Geographical Society. Translated ftom 
the German. With an Introduction by Winwood R.kade. Demy Bvo. 
Map, and Portrait of the Author, cloth extra, 12 r 
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Rose Library (The). Popular Literature of all countries, is, 
each volume. Many of the volumes are Illustrated. The 
following volumes are now ready : — 

2. Sea-Gull Rock. By Jules Sandeau. Illustrated. • 

2. Little Women. By Louisa M Alcott. 

3. Little Women Wedded. (Forming a Sequel to “Little Women/’) 

4. The House on Wheels. By Madame de Stolz. Illustrated. 

5. Little Men. ByLouiSA M. Alcott. 

6. The Old-Fashioned Girl. By Louisa M. Alcott 

7. The Mistress of the Manse. By J G. Holland. 

8. Timothy Titcomb’s Letters to Young People, Single and 

Married. 

g. Undine, and the Two Captains. By Baron De La Motte 
Fouque A new Translation by F. E Bunnett Illustrated. 

10. Draxy Miller’s Dowry and the Elder’s Wife. By S \xe Holm. 

11. The Four Gold Pieces. By Madame Gourald Numerous 

Illustiations 

12. Work a Story of Experience. First Portion. By Lolisa M. 

Alcott 

13 Beginning Again : being a continuation of “Work '* By Louisa 
M Alcott 

14. Picciola ; or, The Prison Flower. By X B Saintine Nu- 
merous graphic Illustrations 

Notice — The Volumes in this •Senes will also be publisher m a more 
expensive form on fine toned paper, cloth extra, gilt edges, at 
zs td or y 6ii each, according to size. Sec 



ANTO DOMINGO, Past and Present. 

Hazard. 

Sauzay (A.) Marvels of Glass Making, 

merous Illustrations. Demy 8vo. ias. 6 d. 


See 

Nu- 


Schiller’s Lay of the Bell, translated by Lord Lytton. With 

42 illustrations after Ret^ch. Oblong 4to. 14J. 


School Books. See Classified. 


School Prizes. See Books. 

Schuyler (E.) Turkistan. Notes of a Journey in the Russian 
Provinces of Central Asia and the Khanates of Bokhara and Kokand. 
By Eugene Schuyler, Secretary of American Legation, St. Petersburg. 

\Jn the press, 

Schweinfurth (Dr. G.) The Heart of Africa; or, Three 

Years’ Travels and Adventures in the Unexplored Regions of the Centre 
of Africa. By Dr. Georg Schweinfurth. Translated by Ellen E. 
Frewer. Two volumes, 8vo, upwards of 500 pages each, with 130 
Woodcuts from Drawings made by the Author, and 2 Maps 42J 

[Second Edition 
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Sea-Gull Rock By Jules Sandeau, of the Fiench Aca- 
demy Transited b> Robert Bi \ck, MA With Seventy nine 
' t-ty beautiful Woodcuts Ro> al i6mo , cloth e\tr i gilt edges f 7 j 6 d 
Cheaper Lt ition cloth gilt 2s 6d tuealso Rose Library 

' It deserv es to please the new nation of boj s to whom it is presented " 
—Tunis 

Sedgwick, (T ) Treatise on the Measure of Damages. 8vo. 

6th Ldition 2 I yS 

Silent Hour (The), Essays original and selected, by the author 

of “The Gentle Life Second edition 6s 

Stlliman (Benjamin) Life of, by G. P. Fisher 2 vols. 

crown 8\o z/ 4s 

Simson (W ) A History of the Gipsies, with specimens of 

the Gipsj Language lor 6d 

Smith (G ) Assyrian Explorations and Discovenes. 
Bj Gi 01 c e S\m 11 (of the Bntisn Museum) Illustrated bj Photographs 
and mmuous Moodcut Illustrations of his recent Discoveries Demy 
8>o i So 

Smith and Hamilton's French Dictionary 2 vols Cloth, 

sis h »lf rom, ass 

Socrates. Memoirs, from Xenophon’s Memorabilia. By 

E Leviev B le-uble cloth xs 6d Bayard Series 

Spayth (Henry) The American Draught-Player 2 nd 

edition i2mo t ar 

St. Cecilia, a modem tale of Real Life. 3 vols P os t ® vo> 

312 6 d 

Stanley (H M ) How I Found Livingstone. Ciown 8vo., 

cloth e\tr i 7 s 6d 

** Ihis Edition has been revised most carefully fiom beginning to end 
and all imtteis of a persoi 'll or irrclev ant character omitted 

« My Kalulu,” Pnnce, King, and Slave. A Story 

from Central Africa Crown Bvo , about 430 pp , with numerous graphic 
Illustrations, after Original Designs by the Author Cloth, 7 s td 

Coomassie and Magdala : A Story of Two British 

Campaigns in Africa Demy 8vo , with Maps and Illustrations, i6j 
Second Edition 

“AVe are struck throughout his volume by the shrewdness of ms 
surmises when he Is guessing in the dark, and of the frequency With 
11 hich his burned judgments are confirmed —Tunes 
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> Steele (Thos.) Under the Palms. A Volume of Verse. By 

Thomas Steele, translator of “An Eastern Love Story " Fcap. 8vo. 
Cloth, 5s. 

Stewart (D.) Outlines of Moral Philosophy, by Dr. McCosh. 
New edition. 12010. 3$ 6d. 

■ Mental Philosophy. i2mo. 2 s. 6d. 

Stolz (Madame) The House on Wheels. Small post Svo 
2 s. 6d. ''See also Rose Library. 

Stone (J. B.) A Tour with Cook Through Spam. Illus- 
trated by Photographs. Crown 8vo , cloth 6s 

Stories of the Great Plaines, from the Novels of J. F. 
Cooper With numerous illustrations. 5s. 

Stories of the Woods, from J. F. Cooper. 5 s. 

- Sea, from J. F. COOPER. 5 s. 

Story without an End, from the German of Carove, by the 

late Mrs S\RAH T Austin, crown 410. with 15 exquisite drawing? by 
E V, B , printed in colours in facsimile of the original water colours, 
and numerous other illustrations New edition 7 s 6d 

- square, with illustrations by Harvey. 2 s. 6d. 

- — of the Great March, a Diary of General Sherman’s 

Campaign through Georgia and the Carolmas. Numerous illustrations 
i2mo. cloth, ys 6d 

Stowe (Mrs. Beecher). Dred. Tauchnitz edition. i2nio. 3 s. 6d. 

Geography, with 60 illustrations. Square cloth, 4s. 6d. 

Little Foxes. Cheap edition is. % library eluuiiL, 6d. 

Minister’s Wooing. 5 j. ; copyright senes, is. 6t l. 

cloth, 2J 

Old Town Folk. 6s. Cheap Edition, 2 j. 6 d. 

Old Town Fireside Stories. Cloth extia 3J-. 6d 

My Wife and 1 ; or, Harry Hendeison’a His- 
tory Small post 8vo, cloth extra. 6x 

Pink and White Tyranny. Small post 8vo. 3r. 6ti. 

Cheap Edition, is 6 cl. and sx. 

Queer Little People, is . ; cloth, 2s. 

Chimney Comer, is . ; doth, is. 6 d. 

The Pearl of Orr’s Island. Crown 8vo. 51. 

Little Pussey Willow. Fcap. 2s. 

Woman in Sacred History. Illustrated with 15 

chTomo-taYiographs and ital aoo pages of letterpress, forming o»e of 
the most elegant and attractive volumes ever published Demy ato , 
cloth extra, gilt edges, price if, 51. 
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STORY’S (JUSTICE) WORKS: 

Commentaries on the Law of Agency, as a branch 

of Commercial and Maritime Jurisprudence 8th Edition. 
8\o 1/ i^s 

Commentaries on the Law of Bailments. 8th Edition. 

8vo t / nr 6 d 

Commentaries on the Law of Bills of Exchange, 

Foreign and Inland, as administered m England and America 
4th Edition 8>o i / m 6 d 

Commentaries on the Conflict of Laws, Foreign 
and Domestic, in regard to Contracts, Rights and Remedies, 
and esj unll) in regard to Marriages, Divorces, Wills, Successions, 
and Judgments 7th Edition 8\o 1/ i s f 

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United 
States with a Preliminary Rcvjcw ot the Constitutional History 
of tl c (. 'domes and St itcs» before the adoi non of the Constitution 
jthEditun 2 volh 8\o 3/ 3$ 

Commentaries on the Law of Partnership as a branch 
of Commercial and Maritime Jurisprudence 6th Edition 
by E H Li nnlit Svo 1/ nr bi 

Commentaries on the Law of Promissory Notes, 

and C laiantcea of Notes and Cheques on 1 anl s and Bankers 6th 
Edition by L H Llnnett 8\o xl ns 6 d 

Commentaries on Equity Pleadings and the Inci- 
dents relating thereto, according to the Practice of the Courts of 
L ] my of Li a land and America 8th Edition 8\o xl n s 6 d 

Commentaries on Equity Jurisprudence as admi- 

nistered in England and America nth Ldiuon 3/ isf 

Treatise on the Law of Contracts. By William 
‘aiorv 4th Ldition, 2 sols 8\o 3/ i 3 f 

Treatise on the Law of Sales of Personal Property. 
4th Ldition edited by lion J C Perkins Svo 1/ iif 6 d 

Sub-Tropical Rambles. Set Pike (N ) 

Suburban Sketches, by the Author of “Venetian Life.” 

Post 8vo 6f 

Sullivan (G. C ) Dhow Chasing in Zanzibar Waters and 

on the Eastern Coast of Africa , a Narrative of Five Years' Expe 
nences in the suppression of the Slave Trade W ith Illustrations from 
Photographs and sketches taken on the spot by the Author Demy 8vo, 
cloth extra i6f Second Edition 

Summer in Leslie Goldthwaite's Life, by the Author of 

“ The Gayworthys,” Illustrations Fcap 8vo 3J 6a 
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Sweet not Lasting. A Novel, by Annie B. LeEOR?* 

j voL crowd 8 vo., cloth, xor. 6 d. 

Swiss family Robinson, i2mo. 31. 6 d. 



AUCHNITZ’S English Editions of German 
Authors. Each volume cloth flexible, w. ; or sewed, is. 6& 
The following are now ready ^ 

On the Heights. By B. Auerbach. 3 vols. 

In the Year '13 By Fritz Reuter, x voL 
Faust. By Goethe, x voL 
L’Arrabiata. By Paul Heyse. x vol. 

The Princess, and other Tales. By Heinrich ZsCHokkb. x voL 
Lessing’s Nathan the Wise, and Emilia Galotti. 

Hacklander’s Behind the Counter, translated by Mary Howrrf* 
2 vols 

Three Tales. By W. Hauff 

Joachim v. Kamern , Diary of a Poor Young Lady. By 

Nathusius. 

Poems by Ferdinand Freiligrath. Edited by his daughter. 
Gabriel. From the German of Paul Heyse. By Arthur Milman. 
The Dead Lake, and other Tales. By P. Heyse. 

Through Night to Light. By Gutzkow. 

Flower, Fruit, and Thorn Pieces By Jean Paul RichteiL 
2 yd\s. 

The Princess of the Moor. By Miss Marlitt. 2 vols 
An Egyptian Princess. By G. Ebers. 2 vols. 

Ekkehard. By J, V. Scheffel 2 vols 

Barbarossa and other Tales. By Paul Heyse. From the German* 
ByLCS 

Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship. By Goethe. 2 vols 

Prince Bismarck, a Biographical Sketch by Wilhelm Gorlaci* 

1 vol 

Tauchnitz (B.) German and English Dictionary, 

is. ; doth, 1.. id. ; roan, is. 

French and English, 

roan, is. 6 d. 


Paper, 
Paper Is. (sd . ; doth, 2s. 


Italian and English. Paper, ij. 6d . ; doth, 2s, 

roan, is 6d. 

Spanish and English. Paper, i s.6d. ; doth, 2j.; 

roan, is. 6d. 

New Testament. 


Cloth, 2 s. ; gilt, 2s. 6d. 
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Tayler (C. B.) Sacred Records, &c., in Verse. Fcjp. 8vo, 

cloth extra zs 6 d ~ 

Taylor (Bayard) The Byeways of Europe; Visits by Unfre- 
quented Romes to Remarkable Places By Bayard Taylor, author 
of “Views Afoot " a vols post 8vo i6r 

Travels in preece and Russia. Post 8vo. 7 s 6 d. 

Northern Europe. Post 8vo. Cloth, 8r. 6 d. 

Egypt and Iceland* &r 6 d 

Beauty and the Beast. Crown 8vo lor. 6 d 

A Summer in Colorado. Post 8 vo. 7 s. (si 

Joseph and his Friend. Post 8vo. los (d 

Views Afoot Enamelled boards, is. 6 d , doth, 2r. 

See Low s Copyright Edition 

Tennyson’s May Queen; choicely Illustrated from designs by 

the Hon Mrs Boile Crown 8vo Sec Choice Series 5$ 

Thomson (J ) The Straits of Malacca, Indo- China, and 

China or icn 'Nears 1 ravels Adventures and Residence A btoad 
P> J 1 h isc \ T R G S Author of Illustrations of China and its 
People U] w ards of Co Woodcuts from the Author s own Photographs 
and SLetchc Dcm> 8\o cloth extra axs 

Thomson (W M ) The Land and the Book. With 300 

Illustrations 2 vols 1 1 is 

Timothy Titcomb’s Letters to Young People, Single and 
Married Cloth sj (See also Rose Library ) 

Tinne (J E ) The Wonderland of the Antipodes : 
Sketches of Tiavel in the North Island of New Zealand Illustrated 
with numcroi s Photographs Demy 8vo cloth extra 161 

Tischendorf (Dr) The New Testament &New Testa- 

meat » 

Tolhausen (A ) The Technological Dictionary m the 
French English and German Languages Containing the Technical 
Terms used in the Arts Manufactures and Industrial Affairs generally 
Revised and Augmented by M Louis Tolhausen Trench Consul at 
Leipzig This Work will be completed in Xhree Parts 

The First Part, containing French German English, crown 8vo a vols 
sewed, 8 s i vol half roan, 9s 

The Second Part, containing English German French, crown 8vo 
2 vols sewed, 8 j 2 vol bound, 9 s . 

Ihe Third Part, containing German English French, is in prepara- 
tion 

Trollope (A ) Harry Heathcote of Gangoil A Story of 

Bush Life in Australia With graphic Illustrations In x vol SmaU 
post cloth extra, 5s 

Tuckermann (C. K.) The Greeks of To-day. Crown 8vo. 

cloth 7 s 6d 
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White (R. G.) Memoirs of the Life of William Shake- 

speare. Post 8vo Cloth, iar. 6d. 

Whitney (Mrs. A. D. T.) The Gayworthys. Small post 

8\o 6d 

— — - Faith Gartney. Small post 8vo. 3r. 61 i. And in Low’s 

Cheap Senes, is 6d and 2 s. 

Hitherto. Small post 8vo. 3 s, 6d. and 2 s. 6d, 

Summer in Leslie Goldthwaite’s Life. Small post 

8vo. 3 jt 6d 

— The Other Girls. Small post 8vo , cloth extra. 3^. 6 d. 

We Girls. Small post 8\o. 3;. 6 d. Cheap Edition. 

is 6d and 2 s. 

Whyte (J. W. H.) A Land Journey from Asia to Europe. 

Crown 8*o 12s 

WikofF (H.) The Four Civilizations of the World. 

An Historical Retrospect Crown 8\o , cloth 6 j 

Wills, A Few Hints on Proving, without Professional 
Assistance By a Probate Colrt Official. Foirth Edition, 
revised and considerably enlarged, with Forms of Wilis, Residuary 
Accounts, &.c Fcap 8\o , cloth limp is 

Winter at the Italian Lakes. With Frontispiece View of 

Like Como Small post 8vo , cloth extra 7 s 6d 

Woman’s (A) Faith. A Novel. By the Author of “ Ethel/' 

3 vols. Post 8vo sis 6d 

Wonders of Sculpture. Sa Viardot. 

Worcester’s (Dr.), New and Greatly Enlarged Dictionary 
of the English Language. Adapted for Library or College Refer- 
ence, comprising 40,000 'lords more than Johiwns Dictionary. 4to. 
cloth, 1,834 pp Pnce 31J 6 d well bound , ditto, Isilf mor 2/ 2 s 

u The volume* before us show a \ast amount of diligence , but with 
Wei iter it 11 diligence in combination with fan cifu Inc is,— with Wor- 
cester in combination with good stn«e and judgment \\ nrcester’s is the 
soberer and safer book, and may be pronounced the best existing English 
Lexicon Athcncsum . 

Words of Wellington, Maxims and Opinions, Sentences 
and Reflections of the Great Duke, gathered from his Despatches, 
Letters, and Speeches (Bayard Senes) 2 s 6 d. 

Young (L.) Acts of Gallantry; giving a detail of every act 
for which the Silver Medal of the Royal Humane Society has been 
granted dunng the last Forty-one years. Crown 8vo , cloth. 7s. 6rf. 


CHISWICK PRESS PRINTED BY WHITTTNGHAM AND WILKINS, 
TOOK S COURT CHANCERY LANE. 





